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42 Enterpriseé cover story 


Sorry, it’s called Star Trek: Enterprise now. Connor Trinneer charts 
Trip Tucker’s two-season journey from Broken Bow to shattered Earth... 


The West Wing 


Familiar faces are missing both on screen 
and off as Season Five begins, and there’s 


a new Vice-President to contend with 


Doctor Who 


Peter Davison bows out amid a flood of 


returning monsters, and Colin Baker arrives 


as the Doctor hits 21 


Doctor Who 


It’s 1985: the darkest moment in the show’s 


history... violence, horror and finally 
cancellation. Can the show survive? 


Babylon 5 


Good news: Season Four is on a high. 
Bad news: the show’s been cancelled. 
J Michael Straczynski tries to cope 


Survivors 


Cast and crew reunite as the chilling 
holocaust tale comes to DVD, and 
remember the struggles of filming... 


Hercules 


The legendary journey continues, and so 
does our episode guide as it chronicles 
seasons three and four... 
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News 

Retro 

Memory Alpha 
Flashback Por 
Deep Thought 
Competitions 
Reviews 

TV Focus 
Primetime the! 
Letters 


























The decision by the BBC to unencrypt 
its satellite services has put at risk its 
ability to acquire Season Three, because 
Fox has concerns viewers in other 
European countries may pick up its 
broadcast. If no agreement is reached 
the loss of the show would be a major 
blow to the BBC because it has 
particularly used 24 to boost ratings for 
BBC 3 by premiering episodes there 
first a week in advance of BBC2. 


Jennifer Garner and boyfriend Michael 
Vartan recently filmed a fight scene 
between Sydney and 
, Yaughan in which 
Vartan reported, 
“| was blindsided. 
| just want to say 
that she took me 
completely by 
surprise and 
kicked my... can | 
say ass? And she 
stabs me too.” Garner 
continued, “It was, as you can imagine, 
incredibly intense. And | did give him 
an actual pretty good wallop to the 
stomach, which | felt a bit guilty about 
later.” When a reporter asked Garner, 
“Do you kick his ass at home as well?” 
she abruptly said, “Next question.” 


Angel 

It would seem Spike loses his ghostly 
form during the seventh episode of 
Season Five, as the follow-up sees 
Harmony take a bite out of his shoulder 
and he can also throw people around. 
The episode also reportedly contains a 
flashback to a time when Angelus and 
William the Bloody were together. 


Buffy 

On 3rd October the British Board of 
Film Certification passed four 15- 
minute featurettes on Angel, Willow, 
Faith and Spike for DVD release. It is 
not yet clear whether this is added 
value material for the Season Seven 
box, a massive all embracing seven 
season box akin to November's 48- 
disc Region 2 Next Generation Borg 
Megacube set or a stand alone release, 
but each goes under the title Buffy 
Slayer Collection. 


Si: Grime Scene 
Investigation 
William Petersen's Gil Grissom sports a 
beard in Season Four. Marg 
Helgenberger told TV Guide Online, 
“CBS turned that into a big issue. | don't 
know why. Who knows? He wanted 
something different, and he should be 

| able to change his look once in awhile. | 
guess they don't like facial hair. When 
We watched the season premiére, my 
husband asked, ‘Does the beard have 
something to do with his character 
getting his hearing back?’” 









Coming will be 
‘Marvellous’ 
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he news fans have awaited 
ty since the failed attempt to 
get a new series running 
with the 1996 Paul McGann 
television movie arrived on 26th 
September when the BBC 
announced Doctor Who will 
return to British television 
screens in a new live action series 
for BBC1 during 2005 with 
current indications being a run of 
between six and eight episodes 
(duration not yet announced). 
Russell T Davies, who in the 
Who tradition during the early 
Nineties wrote BBC1 children’s 
dramas Dark Season and Century 
Falls before graduating to adult 
work with The Grand, Queer as 
Folk, Bob and Rose and The 
Second Coming, becoming one of 
British television's most sought-after 
scriptors, has been commissioned 
to develop the scripts. Back in 1999 
TV Zone #119 first mooted 
Davies's involvement when, while 
working on the Queer as Folk 
sequel, he was asked to develop 
and then cease work on a new 
series at that time provisionally 
titled Doctor Who 2000. Rumour 
has it the BBC, for which Davies has 
not worked for many years, 
persuaded him to cross over from 
the commercial sector only if he 
was allowed to do Doctor Who. 
BBC Wales will produce the new 
run with executive producers BBC 
Controller of Continuing Drama 
Series Mal Young, BBC Wales Head 
of Drama Julie Gardner and Davies 
himself. Young said, "Doctor Who 
is a much-loved, truly iconic piece of 
television history. It's time to crank 
up the TARDIS and find out what 
lies in store for the Doctor. We're 
thrilled to have a writer of Russell's 
calibre to take us on this journey. 
However, we're at the very early 
stages of development and further 
details, including casting, will not be 
available for some time," while 
Davies commented, “| grew up 
watching Doctor Who, hiding 
behind the sofa like so many others. 








Russell T Davies 


Doctor Who is one of the BBC's 
most exciting and original 
characters. He's had a good rest 
and now it's time to bring him 
back! The new series will be fun, 
exciting, contemporary and scary. 
Although I'm only in the early 
stages of development, I'm aiming 
to write a full-blooded drama 
which embraces the Doctor Who 
heritage, at the same time as 
introducing the character to a 
modern audience.” 


ew Who for Saturday Evenings 


ccording to TV Cream's 
website, BBC1 Controller 
Lorraine Heggessey has 


confirmed when Doctor Who 
returns it will run on Saturday 
evenings and she intends to run 
polls in UK TV listings magazines 
establishing which stories for 
each past Doctor the public 
would like to see again in a BBC1 
repeats season in advance of the 
new series. 

BBC1 is targeting December for 
its 40th anniversary Doctor Who 
retrospective documentary, 
officially titled The Story of 
Doctor Who. It is being produced 
in-house with Kevin Davies acting 
as advisor and interviews with past 
actors and crew are being held 
during October. 

Various sites have reported a 
provisional Region 2 DVD schedule 
for 2004. In addition to the 
already established Pyramids of 
Mars, others include The Green 
Death (Pertwee), Ghost Light 
(McCoy) and box set The 
Beginnings (Hartnell) featuring the 
first three stories. No official 
confirmation has been received. 











The BBC's official press release 
also stated, ‘No budget has been 
set for the new series; the number 
of episodes and their duration is 
under discussion. It will be a family 
show, but no details are available as 
to when it will be scheduled’. 

TV Zone asked Davies if there 
was anything else he was at liberty 
to add at this stage, to which he 
replied, “There isn't anything else 
to say because meetings haven't 
even started yet! It's a bit of a 


Big Finish, which by November 
will have released 50 Doctor Who 
audio dramas, has signed a new 
contract with BBC Worldwide taking 
its licence through to 2007 and 
running concurrently with the new 
live action series. The BBC Radio 
Collection release of Death Comes 
to Time received a Gold Award for 
Best Drama at the Spoken Word 
Awards at London's Dorchester 
Hotel on 18th September. 

The Doctor Who exhibition at 
Longleat is closing down for good 
on 2nd November joining the 
Llangollen Doctor Who Experience 


T 
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he Daleks’ Saturday night tea will never be the same again 


premature (but true) press release, 
rumour started flying so we had to 
jump in. Nonetheless, it's going to 
be marvellous!" 

A plethora of casting rumours 
have been circulating, the most 
credible of which is Bill Nighy, 
who Doctor Who Magazine's 
Clayton Hickman indicated on 
Radio 4's Today would be 
Davies’ preferred choice. Tom 
Baker, who says he would like to 
play a villain such as The Master 
in the new series, announced as 
fact it would be Eddie Izzard 
although this has been refuted by 
the BBC. Paul McGann believes the 
time would be right for a female or 
black Doctor suggesting Rachael 
Stirling, Maggie Smith and 
Chjwetel Ejiofor. 

Others mentioned in despatches 
include Alan Davies, animated 
Ninth Doctor Richard E Grant, Paul 
McGann, Sean Pertwee, Patrick 
Stewart, James Nesbitt, lan 
MckKellan, Michael Caine, Don 
Cheadle, Lenny Henry and The 
Human League's Phil Oakey, the 
last probably drumming up 
publicity for the group, which has 
reportedly recorded a new version 
of the Doctor Who theme. Re 
Jonathan Creek star Alan Davies, 
who worked with Russell T on Bob 
and Rose, original Doctor Who ' 
and current Creek producer Verity 
Lambert considers him too young. 
There is also strong feeling within 
the fan community an unknown 
should be cast thereby avoiding 
pre-conceived ideas about how the 
actor should play it. 


which closes its doors on 31st 
December. A new exhibition is 
understood to be in the planning 
stages for Spring 2004 although a 
location has yet to be announced. 

Paul Cornell's novelization of his 
animated The Scream of the Shalka 
has been delayed until February, 
pushing the release of subsequent 
Doctor Who books back a month. 

While at the Labour Party 
conference, Dead Ringers’ Doctor, 
Jon Culshaw, said during a piece on 
Iraq and Defence Secretary Geoff 
Hoon, he was delighted that "Dr 
Hoon was returning". 








Barkplace 

Channel 4 has commissioned a six-part 
mini-series starring the 200] Perrier 
award-winning comic Garth Marenghi, 
in which footage from fictional Eighties 
television Horror show Darkplace 
about the battle with evil forces 
beneath a hospital in Romford will 
feature. Produced by Avalon 
Television, Marenghi will play the actor 
who starred as maverick doctor Rick 
Dagless in the series. 


Sky One will face fresh competition 
when a version of FX from Fox 
television launches on Sky Digital in 
January, Intended to feature some of 
Fox's top series, over time it could air 
new Fox shows traditionally acquired by 
Sky, but is likely to start up with older 
programmes such as The X-Files and 
Buffy The Vampire Slayer. 


Lost in Space 

Synthesis Entertainment is teaming up 
with John Woo and Doug Petrie to 
develop a new series intended as a 
return to the original’s roots as a family 
drama. It will be set 100 years in the 
future with a relatable, contemporary 
family at the core. Synthesis was 
originally working on a TV movie 
revival reuniting original cast members 
until the death of Jonathan Harris put 
an end to the project. 


More 4 

Channel 4 is planning a further station 
launch in late 2004 or early 2005, 
which it intends as free to air and to be 
complementary to E4 but catering to 
the 35 to 50 age demographic. It will 
run for 12 hours a day and be a mix of 
original and acquired programming. 


Red Bwart 


The movie has faced further delays. 
The latest official word from Grant 
Naylor Productions is “Red Dwarf - 
The Movie may be shot in Australia. 
Preliminary design work is currently 
underway and shooting is slated for May 
2004. Crewing up has not yet begun.” 


Tarzan 


Lucy Lawless has replaced Jenna Stern ’ 
as Tarzan’s Aunt 
Katherine Clayton. 
She will be a series 
regular during the 
first season but her 
deal with The WB 
involves the 
network developing 
aseries of her own to 
star in during the 2004/ 
5 season. Shaun Cassidy has 

joined the show as an executive 
producer having departed CBS’ Cold 
Case. 




























Andromeda (Syndicated) 
DI Answers Given To Questions 

Never Asked ..... see. 29th Sept 
D2 Pieces of Eight . .. 6th Oct 
D3 Waking the Tyrant’s Device 13th Oct 
D4 Double or Nothingness 20th Oct 
DS Harper/Delete .... 27th Oct 
D6 Soon the Nearing Vortex..... 3rd Nov 


D7 


The World Turns All Around Her 
10th Nov 








Conduit to Destiny 









D8 17th Nov 
Angel (The WB) 

El Conviction .. Ist Oct 
E2 Just Rewards... 10th Oct 
E3 Unleashed 15th Oct 
E4 Hell Bound 22nd Oct 
ES Party Animal .. 29th Oct 
E6 The Cautionary Tale of Numero Cinco 
or Night of the Luchadors........... 6th Nov 





Battlestar Galactica (Sci-Fi) 





Cable in Classroom 























































[documentary] . 
- The Lowdown 
[documentary] ... 
Al Part One 
A2 Part Two 
Carnivale (HBO) 
A3 Tipton... iy 
A4 Black Blizzard . 5th Oct 
AS Babylon... 12th Oct 
A6 Pick a Number .. 19th Oct. 
AT The River... 26th Oct 
Charmed (The WB) 
FI Valhalley of the Dolls | 
F2  Valhalley of the Dolls 2 
F3 Forget Me... Not ..... . Sth Oct 
F4 Power of Three Blondes 12th Oct 
FS Love’s A Witch .. 19th Oct 
F6 My Three Witches 26th Oct 
F? Soul Survivors .... 
F? Sword and the City 
F? Little Monsters .. 
F? Criss-Crossed 
F2 Witchstock ... ba 
Jake 2.0 (UPN) 
AI The Tech ... 
A2 Training Day 
A3 Cater Waiter 
A4 Arms and the Girl .. Ist Oct 
AS The Good The Bad and the Geeky 
i . 8th Oct 
A6 Last Man Standin; 
Atjerry 2.0...... 
Jeremiah (Showtime) 
BI Letters From the Other Side Part | 
chi 10th Oct 
B2 Letters From the Other Side Part 2... 
| B3 Strange Attractors 
| B4 Deus Ex Machina . 31st Oct 
| BS Rites of Passage 2nd Nov 
Bé The Mysterious Mr Smith 
B7 Voices in the Dark ............ |6th Nov 
B? Crossing Jordan tba 
B? Running on Empty . tba 
B? The Question .... tba 
B? The Past is Prologu . tba 
B? The Face in the Mirro tba 
B? State of the Union tba 
B? Interregnum Part | tba 
Interregnum Part Il . tba 





> 


espite UPN refuting any 
a change to the title of 

Enterprise as 7V Zone 
went to press last issue, with 
effect from 24th September, 
with Season Three's third 
episode Extinction, the series 
officially became Star Trek: 
Enterprise. 

A UPN spokesperson told Sci Fi 
Wire, “It's just a natural tie-in. 
Everyone calls it Star Trek anyway.” 

A memo to UPN's affiliates 
dated 23rd September from 
director of communications Diane 
Kuri stated, “Over the past few 
weeks our marketing and publicity 
efforts have been using Star Trek: 
Enterprise for promotional 
purposes, and by formally 
changing the show's title, we will 
be able to further capitalize on 
and form a stronger connection to 
the famous and highly successful 
Star Trek franchise." 

UPN will be hoping the title 
change assists the show's ratings, 
which have been down around 
20% compared with the same 
point in 2002. 

Three new characters have 
been introduced in the fight 
against the Xindi as Military 
Assault Command Operations 
personnel. Major Hayes is played 
by Steven Culp JAG) with Nathan 











iS @ Star Trek: Enterprise - Official! 


Anderson as Sergeant Kemper and 
Daniel Dae Kim (Crusade/Angel/ 
24) as Corporal Chang. 

Odyssey 5 creator Manny Coto 
has written 10th episode Similitude. 
According to Scott Bakula it is “one 
of our best scripts in three years... 
It involves an explosion on the ship 


Scott Bakula 


that gravely injures Trip, and an 
effort to clone Trip in order to 
replace the part of his brain that's 
been damaged. | don't want to give 
too much more away about it, 
because it's really interesting and 
deals with a lot of topical issues 
dealing with cloning." 





hunderbirds 


has a cameo in the movie, considers the 
original series is a double-edged sword. 

“It is part of the blessing and part of the curse," 
he says. “It's the same thing with Star Trek: there is 
an audience of [fans] who are passionate about the 
show who would be offended if it was different from 
the original, and yet there's a huge audience of 
people who know nothing about Thunderbirds. The 


T he Thunderbirds director Jonathan Frakes, who 


great thing about 
doing it here [ir the 
UK] is that there's an 
immediate response 
to Thunderbirds. It 
brings a smile to 
everybody's face. 
Their memory of the 
show must be so 
wonderful. Every 
time you mention it 
to people, they doa 
bad Parker imitation, 
they all talk about 
their fantasies over 
Lady Penelope, and 
they admit that she 
was in fact, a 
marionette, it's a 
built-in response you 
couldn't buy." 

He seems to think 
the original's 
aficionados will be 


Original Thunderbirds 


swayed by some familiar elements. “You have the 
palm trees folding down, and Thunderbird 2 taking 
off, and the swimming pool sliding back, so all the 
good bits are in. It's big ships and loud music. It's 
going to be a big movie." 

He appears not to recognize the level of cheese 
involved in attempting to wow the Spy Kids audience 
by having the main characters in their teens is unlikely 
to please fans of the original. 
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Emmy Award Results 


T he 54th Annual Primetime Emmy Awards presented on 13th 





and 21st September resulted in 17 cult winners with two each 

going to 24, Alias, Monk, The Simpsons and Without a Trace. The 
most high profile of these was Monk for which Tony Shalhoub 
captured Lead Actor, Comedy Series, while Steven Spielberg Presents 
Taken picked up the Miniseries section. 


By category the other winners were: 


Animated Programme (one hour or less) 


* The Simpsons: Three Gays of the Condo; (more than one hour) Chased By 


Dinosaurs 


Guest Actor (Drama Series) 

Without a Trace (Charles S Dutton as Chet Collins) 
Music Composition ‘(Series - Dramatic Underscore) 
24: 10.00 pm - 11.00 pm (Sean Callery) 

Main Title Theme Music 

Monk (Jeff Beal) 

Art Direction (Single-Camera Series) 

Without a Trace: Birthday Boy 

Cinematography (Single-Camera Series) 

CSI: Miami: The Simple Man 

Single-Camera Picture Editing (Drama) 

24: 5.00 am - 6.00 am; (Comedy) Malcolm in the Middle: /f Boys Were 
Girls : 

Make-up (Series — Non Prosthetic) 

Alias: The Counteragent 

Special Visual Effects (Series) 

Firefly: Serenity, (Mini-series, Movie or Special) Frank Herbert's Children 
of Dune Night 1 

Sound Editing (Series) 

CSI: Crime Scene Investigation: Fight Night 

Stunt Co-ordination 

Alias: The Telling shared with Fastlane: Ass/ane 


Voiceover 
Hank Azaria (The Simpsons: Moe Baby Blues) 










I? in The Shops Compiled by Paul Spragg 


PUBLISHERS: ABE (Anchor Bay Entertainment), B (BBC Video), BBA (BBC Audio), BBC (BBC 
Books), BFP (Big Finish Productions), CON (Contender Video), F (Twentieth Century Fox Home 
Video), PHE (Paramount Home Entertainment), R (Reeltime Pictures), S (Simon & Schuster 
Pocket Books), T (Titan Books), U (Universal), V (Virgin Publishing), W (Warner Home Video) 


October 
27th Babylon 5: Season Three Box Set 
The Office: Series Two 
The Office: Series Two 
| Star Trek: DSN: Season Five Box Set 
3\st Mind Game/Mind Game Trilogy (Re-issue) 


DVD £49.99 W 
DVD £19.99 B 
VHS £15.99 B 
DVD £84.99 PHE 
DVD £10.99 R 


tbe Doctor Who: Master (7th Doctor) CD £13.99 BFP 
Doctor Who Unbound: Exile CD £9.99 BFP 

| November 
3rd Buffy The Vampire Slayer/Angel: Cursed (Mel Odom) pibk £6.99 s 
Buffy The Vampire Slayer: Tales of the Slayers Vol 3(Various) tp/bk £7.99 s 
Charmed: Setween Worlds (‘Constance M Burge’) pibk £4.99 Ss 


DVD £34.99 PHE 
DVD £34.99 PHE 


Cheers: Season One 
Frasier: Season One 

Doctor Who: Dalek Tin 
(The Power of the Daleks/The Evil of the Daleks) (MP3) £19.99CD BBA 
Doctor Who: Deadly Reunion (3rd Doctor) (Terrance Dicks/Barry Letts) p/bk £5.99 BBC 


Doctor Who: Marco Polo (narrated by William Russell) CD £13.99 BBA 
Enterprise: The Expanse (JM Dillard) h/bk £12.99 S 
Red Dwarf Ill DVD £19.99 B 
Sabrina the Teenage Witch 51: Christmas Crisis (Leslie Goldman) p/bk £3.99 S 


The Simpsons: The Simpsons At Christmas (Simpsons Roasting On an Open Fire/Miracle On 
Evergreen Terrace/Grift of the Magi/She of Little Faith/Mr Plow) VHS£12.99  F 
The Simpsons: The Simpsons At Christmas (Simpsons Roasting On an Open Fire/Miracle On 





Evergreen Terrace/Grift of the Magi/She of Little Faith{Mr Plow) DVD £15.99 F 

Star Trek: The Lost Era: Art of the Impossible (Keith RA DeCandido) _p/bk £6.99 s 

Star Trek: New Frontier: Anthology: No Limit (Peter David) p/bk £8.99 s 

Star Trek: New Frontier 13: Gods Above (Peter David) plbk £6.99 Ss 

Star Trek: New Frontier: Stone and Anvil (Peter David) hbk £14.99 Ss 

ST:TNG: Complete Series Borg Cube DVD £499.99 PHE 

6th Doctor Who: The Legend (Justin Richards) h/bk £40.00 B 

10th I’m Alan Partridge: Series Two VHS £15.99 B 

’'m Alan Partridge: Series Two 1 DVD £19.99 B 

Family Guy: Compendium (Complete Series) DVD £tbe F 

The League of Gentlemen: Series Three VHS £15.99 B 

The League of Gentlemen: Series Three DVD £19.99 B 

17th Futurama: Season Four Box Set DVD £39.99. i; 

Futurama: Season Four Box Set VHS £29.99 F 

2\st Buffy The Vampire Slayer: Play With Fire tp/bk £5.99 T 

Transformers: Showdown tp/bk £14.99 ay 

24th Battlestar Galactica: Box Set DVD £59.99. U 

Doctor Who: The Three Doctors DVD £19.99 B 

Doctor Who: The Reign of Terror VHS £12.99 B 

30th Myth Makers: Barry Letts & Terrance Dicks Volume 3 VHS £12.99 R 

Myth Maker sarry Letts & Terrance Dicks Volume 3 DVD £15.99 R 

Myth Makers: lan Marter & Michael Wisher (Re-issue) DVD £10.99 R 

tbc The Big Finish Story (Benjamin Cook) h/bk £24.99 BFP. 

Doctor Who: Zagreus (5th, 6th, 7th & 8th Doctors) CD £13.99 BFP 

Doctor Who: The Wormery (6th Doctor/Iris Wildthyme) CD £13.99 BFP 
December 

Ist Angel: Solitary Man (Jeff Mariotte) pibk £6.99  $ 


Buffy The Vampire Slayer: The Quotable Slayer 
(compiled by Ostow & Brezenoff) tpibkétbe — S 
Star Trekc The Lost Era: The Well of Souls (Margaret Wander Bonanno) p/bk £6.99 S$ 


Star Trek: DSN: Season Six Box Set DVD £84.99 PHE 

Star Trek: TNG: IKS Gorkon Book I: 

A Good Day to Die (Keith RA DeCandido) plbk £6.99 S 

Star Trek DSN: Unity (SD Perry) h/bk £14.99 S 
4th Secret Identities: An Unofficial and Unauthorised Guide to Alias 

(Mark Clapham & Lance Parkin) pibk £6.99 V 
22nd Star Trek: DSN: Season Seven Box Set DVD £84.99 PHE 


DVD £19.99 PHE 
VHS £12.99 R 
DVD £15.99 R 
DVD £10.99 R 


Star Trek V: The Final Frontier Special Edition 

3lst The Doctor Down Under: History of Aussie Fandom 
The Doctor Down Under: History of Aussie Fandom 
Myth Makers: Patrick Troughton & Shaun Sutton (Re-issue) 


tbc Professor Bernice Summerfield and the Axis of Evil CD £13.99 BFP. 
Big Finish Audio Scripts Ill (Various) h/bk £15.99 BFP. 
Blake's 7: Season One Box Set " DVD £tbe B 
Doctor Who: Scherzo (8th Doctor) CD £13.99 BFP 
Doctor Who: Shada (8th Doctor) CD £13.99 BFP 
Doctor Who: Short Trips 5; Steel Skies (Edited by John Binns) h/bk £14.99 BFP. 
danuary 2004 
5th Buffy The Vampire Slayer/Angel: Monster Island (Golden & Sniegoski)p/bk £6.99 S 
Charmed: Truth and Consequences (‘Constance M Burge’) pbk £3.99  S 
Enterprise: Daedalus (Dave Stern) pibk £6.99  S 
Sabrina the Teenage Witch 52: Now and Again (Leslie Goldman) p/bk £3.99 S 
Star Trek: Captain's Blood (William Shatner) pbk £14.99  S 
Star Trek: Crosswords Volume Il (john Samson) p/bk £7.99 s 
Star Trek: The Lost Era: Deny Thy Father (Jeff Mariotte) pibk £6.99 SS 
Star Trek: TNG: IKS Gorkon Book II (Keith RA DeCandido) p/bk £6.99 S) 
8th Hollywood Vampire: 
An Unofficial and Unauthorised Revised Guide to Angel (Keith Topping) p/bk £6.99 V 
CD £13.99 BFP 


tbc Doctor Who: The Creed of the Kromon (8th Doctor) 
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Joan of Arcadia (CBS) 











Ale Pilot sescsecisecesscesssse . 26th Sept 
A2 The Fire and the Wood. 3rd Oct 
A3 Touch Move 10th Oct 
A4 The Boat ... . (7th Oct 





Justice League (Cartoon Network) 

B3/4 Tabula Rosa Parts I/II 4th Oct 

B5/6Only a Dream Parts | /II 

B7/8 Maid of Honor Parts I/II 

B9/10 Hearts and Minds 
Parts I/ll ... 








.. 25th Oct 
BI 1/2 A Better World Parts I/II.. Ist Nov 


B13/4 Eclipsed Parts I/II 8th Nov 





Mutant X (Syndicated/WGN) 
Cl Into the Moonless Night 





Ss vos 29th Sept 
C2 Wages of Sin .. 6th Oct 
C3 The Breed... 
C4 Where Evil Dwells . 
CS The Taking of Crows .. 
C6 Shadows of Darkness 
C7 The Hand of God. 
C8 Wasteland ..... 














10th Nov 
. 17th Nov 








Stargate: SG-I (Sci-Fi) 
G2 Evolution Part 2... 
G13 Grace [Crossfire] 
G14 Heroes Part | 
GIS Heroes Part 2 
G16 Fail-Out . 
G17 Resurrection 
G18 Death Knell 


















G19 Chimera .. 

G20 Inaguration 

G21 The Lost City Part | tba 
G22 The Lost City Part 2 

Smallville (The WB) 

Cl Exile... . Ist Oct 
C2 Phoenix ... 8th Oct 
C3 Extinction . [5th Oct 
C4 Slumber 22nd Oct 


CS Perry... 
C? Relic [Yesterday] 


Star Trek: Enter 





(UPN) 








C4 Ist Oct 
cS 8th Oct 
C6 5th Oct 
C7 The Shipment 22nd Oct 
C8 Twilight .. 






C9 North Stai 
C2 Similitude 
€? Carpenter Street 


‘Tarzan (The WB) 
Al Pilot 


Sth Oct 
























A2 Secrets and Lies. . 12th Oct 
A3 Wages of Sin ... . 19th Oct 
A4 Rules of Engagement......... 26th Oct 
AS Emotional Rescu 2nd Noy 
A6 Surrender .... 9th Nov 
Teen Titans (Cartoon) 
A7 Mask... 20th Sept 
A8 Mad Mod 27th Sept 
AQ Apprentice Part | 4th Oct 
A\0 Apprentice Part 2 ... . 11th Oct 





Tru Calling (FOX) 
Al Pilot ..... 
A2 Putting Out the Fires .. 
A3 Brother's Keeper 
A? Past Tense 
A? Haunte 
A? Star Crossed 
A? Closure... 








24 (FOX) 
Cl Day Three, Ipm to 2pm 
C2 Day Three, 2pm to 3pm 


. 28th Oct 


Ath Noy 








nterprise first assistant 
le director Jerry Fleck died on 

14th September aged 54 
having been with the Star Trek 
franchise since Season Six of The 
Next Generation, graduating to 
Voyager and the movies First 
Contact and Insurrection. 
Production on Enterprise shut 
down on 15th September for the 
day as cast and crew mourned 
his loss. 

Comedian John Ritter, who 
played Jack Tripper in Three's 
Company and Three's a Crowd, 
the US versions of Man About 
the House before featuring as 
Andrew Covington in Felicity, 
died on 11th September aged 54. 
Among his many television 
appearances were Buffy The 
Vampire Slayer: 7ed, Ally 
McBeal, Hawaii Five-0, Kojak, 
Starsky and Hutch, The Larry 
Sanders Show and Touched by 
an Angel, while he provided 
voices for Fish Police, King of the 
Hill and Batman Beyond. 

Rand Brooks, who played Ranger 
Andrews in Fifties shows Rocky 
Jones, Space Ranger and Duel in 
Space died on 1st September aged 
84. He also appeared in Crash of 
the Moons and The Munsters. 

Other recent losses include 
writer/actor Peter Russell 
(dramatized The Barchester 
Chronicles/acted in Doctor Who: 
The Time Meddler/Tales of the 
Unexpected/Z Cars) on 28th July 
aged 72; BFI archivist John 
Huntley (incidental music selector 
for Quatermass II) on 7th August 
aged 82; actress Ebony Gray 
(Cassie Charlton in Brookside) on 





8th August aged 49; actress Zena 
Walker (Susan Lampton in Man at 
the Top/The Prisoner: Do Not 
Forsake Me Oh My Darling/The 
Adventures of Robin Hood/The 
Adventures of Sir Lancelot/ 
Murder in Mind) on 24th August 
aged 69; voice of ITV wrestling 
Kent Walton on 24th August aged 
82; actor Ben Aris (David 
Dodger in Jamie/Hi-de-hi!/ 
Doctor Who: /nvasion of the 
Dinosaurs) on 4th September 
aged 66; animator Jules Engel 
(Alvin and the Chipmonks/Mr 
Magoo) on 6th September aged 
94; singer/actor Johnny Cash 
(Little House on the Prairie/The 
Muppet Show/The Simpsons) on 








12th September aged 71; radio 
producer Tony Shyrane (first 
producer of The Archers with 
over 7,000 episodes/Dick Barton 
- Special Agent/Mrs Dales's 
Diary) on 22nd September aged 
84; actor Donald O'Connor (Alice 
in Wonderland/The Bionic 
Woman/Playhouse 90/Tales 
from the Crypt) on 27th 
September aged 78. 

Actor Denis Quilley, who played 
the villainous Commander Traynor 
in the classic Seventies adventure 
series Timeslip died on 5th October 
aged 75. His other notable TV 
appearances include Man in Room 
17 and The Return of Sherlock 
Holmes episode 7he Devil's Foot. 





Denis Quilley as Commander Traynor in Timeslip 





T merger and the battle for ratings 


merger of the two main ITV companies, 

Carlton and Granada. Once the union takes 
effect, all ITV stations in England and Wales will be run 
by a single company for the first time, with only 
Scottish, Grampian and Ulster television remaining 


T he government has given the go-ahead to a 


outside the control of the new ITV ple. 


Until 1990, ITV was divided up into regional 
franchises which were awarded to different companies 
every seven-or-so years, on the basis of the quality of 
programming they proposed in their bids. However, 
Conservative reforms then introduced a new system, 
where the franchises went to the company willing to 
pay the most for them, subject to passing a basic 
quality threshold. As a result of this, several of the best- 
known names of ITV's early years disappeared, with 
Carlton replacing Thames as the main London licensee. 
However, restrictions on the number of licences 
remained, restricting ITV's ability to compete with the 
other stations entering the market as satellite television 





began to thrive. 


Over the course of the 1990s, these restrictions 
were slowly relaxed, allowing Carlton and Granada (the 
longest-standing licensee, having been there on day 
one in 1955) to take over their neighbours. But the 
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notion of a single ITV company was still ruled out, even 
though it left ITV at a disadvantage as Sky and the BBC 
grew into global players and Five began to poach its 
viewers. ITV audiences have slumped in recent years, 
losing half its viewers since the 1980s. While at first 
glance that might seem good for the BBC, BBC director 
general Greg Dyke has emphasised the need for a 
strong ITV to introduce a third force, or ‘sixty-thousand 
pound gorilla’, as he puts it. The hope is that the 
merged ITV will do just that. 

“The theory is that by merging back-office functions 
the two groups can liberate a combined saving of 
£50m," said Graham Lovelace, of media consultancy 
Lovelacemedia. "ITV is likely to use that cash to invest 
in more hit dramas, plus peak time entertainment, and 
boost its daytime programming." 

So what will that mean for viewers? A Carlton 
spokesman said: “We will be investing more in 
programmes. Viewers will get better programmes — they 
will get more special events and more dramas. The merger 
will create a stronger ITV which will deliver for viewers." 

At least, that's the hope... the first step in ITV's road 
to recovery will be the shift of News at Ten cruelly 
nicknamed ‘News at When?’ because of its inconsistent 
slot) to a new regular time of 10.30pm. 





“Make it so” 


atrick Stewart recently 
ee guest starred as a potential 

‘love’ interest for Kelsey 
Grammer's character in Frasier. 

Stewart plays Alistair Burke, the 

debonair head of the Seattle opera 
guild who Frasier admires and would 
do anything to get to know. 
Believing Frasier is gay, Alistair 
starts courting the doctor by buying 
him expensive gifts and inviting 
him to parties. Despite warnings 
from Niles and Daphne that Alistair 
may see their relationship as more 
than platonic, Frasier continues 
unabated. The episode aired on 
September 30th in the US. 








nd finally, this issues ‘Tsk, 
Ae award goes to BBC4 

who, on 6th October, 
decided to show a 1965 episode 
of Out of the Unknown at 


12.20am under its episode title 











Alistair meets Daphne 


Out of the Unknown 


Thirteen to Centaurus, hacking off 
the opening titles in the process. 

Viewers will be forgiven for not 
spotting this as it was billed in TV 
listings magazines under its episode 
title alone. 











he show launched on 14th 
\ September drawing 5.3 
million viewers, a record 
for an original HBO series. 
Reviews were generally positive 
with 7V Guide saying it was ‘one of 
the weirdest, spookiest and most 
hypnotizing mind benders since 
Twin Peaks’. Variety thought it was 
‘an absolute visual stunner with 
compelling freak-show characters,’ 
while 7he Hollywood Reporter 
added ‘By and large, the 
characters are as fascinating as 
the performances’. Finally USA 
Today stated ‘its distinctiveness is 
unmistakable’. 





February 


2nd Angel: Nemesis (Scott & Denise Ciencin) 
Doctor Who: The Wheel in Space (narrated by Frazer Hines) 
Star Trek: The Lost Era: Catalyst of Sorrows 
(Margaret Wander Bonanno) 
Star Trek: The Case of the Colonist's Corpse 
(Tony Isabella and Bob Ingersoll) 

9th He-Man and the Masters of the Universe: Volume 2 

tbe Doctor Who: The Natural History of Fear (8th Doctor) 


Red Dwarf IV 
Star Trek: Voyager: Season One Box Set 
March ty 


2nd Buffy The Vampire Slayer: Apocalypse Memories 
(Laura J Burns & Melinda Metz) 
Star Trek: TNG: A Time to Be Born (John Vornholt) 
Star Trek: Captain's Peril (William Shatner) 
Star Trek: /’m Working on That (William Shatner) 

tbe Doctor Who: The Twilight Kingdom (8th Doctor) 
Doctor Who: Short Trips 6: Past Tense (Edited by lan Farrington) 
Professor Bernice Summerfield and the Grel Escape 


April 
6th Angel: Dark Mirror (Craig Shaw Gardner) 
Star Trek: TNG: A Time to Die (John Vornholt) 
Star Trek: SCE: Foundation (Kevin Dilmore & Dayton Ward) 


May 
4th Buffy The Vampire Slayer: Wicked Willow I: 
The Darkening (Yvonne Navarro) 
Star Trek: Vulcan's Soul (J Sherman and S Schwartz) } 
Star Trek: TNG: A Time to Sow (Kevin Dilmore & Dayton Ward) 
Star Trek: TNG: Genesis Force (John Vornholt) 


dune 


Ist Angel: Monolith (Jolin Passarella) 
Buffy The Vampire Slayer: The Watcher's Guide 3 
(Christopher Golden & Nancy Holder) 
Enterprise: Daedalus’s Children (Dave Stetn) 
Star Trek: Crosswords Volume Ill (John Samson) 
Star Trek: TNG: A Time to Harvest (Kevin Dilmore & Dayton Ward) 


duly 

6th Buffy The Vampire Slayer: Wicked Willow II: 
Fractured Twilight (Yvonne Navarro) 
Star Trek: TNG: A Time to Love (Robert Greenberger) 
Star Trek: SCE: Collection (Various) 
Star Trek: Strange New Worlds Vil (Various) 
Star Trek: DSN: Worlds of DS9 (Various) 


August 

Ist Angel: Book of the Dead (Ashley McConnell), 
Star Trek: TNG: A Time to Hate (Robert Greenberger) 
Star Trek: Stargazer 5 (Michael Jan Friedman) 


September 
5th Buffy The Vampire Slayer: Wicked Willow Ill: Broken Sunrise 
(Yvonne Navarro) 
Buffy The Vampire Slayer/Angel: thc (tbc) 
Star Trek: TNG: A Time to Create (Dafydd ab Hugh) 
Star Trek: Stargazer 6 (Michael Jan Friedman) 
Star Trek: New Frontier: thc (Peter David) 


October 


3rd Angel: tbc (tbc) 
Enterprise: Shockwave (Paul Ruditis) 
Star Trek: TNG: A Time to Destroy (Dafydd ab Hugh) 


November 


7th Buffy The Vampire Slayer: Tales of the Slayers 4 (Various) 
Star Trek: Crosswords Volume IV (John Samson) 
Star Trek: TNG: A Time to Kill (Christina & Steven J York) 
Star Trek: DSN: Worlds of DS9 Book 2 (Various) 


December 
Sth Angel: The Casefiles Volume 2 (tbc) 
DeForest Kelly (tbc) 
Star Trek: Eugenics Wars: To Reign in Hell (Greg Cox) 
Star Trek: TNG: A Time to Heal (Christina & Steven J York) 
Star Trek: New Frontier: Stone and Anvil (Peter David) 


January 2005 


2nd Star Trek: TNG: A Time for War (Keith RA DeCandido) 
Star Trek: DSN: Unity (SD Perry) 


February 
6th Star Trek: TNG: A Time for Peace (Keith RA DeCandido) 
Star Trek: Captain's Blood (William Shatner) 
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Without End 


Wl war of words recently 

WA broke out between Jerry 

1 A Doyle and J Michael 
Straczynski following Doyle's 
claims of a possible Babylon 5 
revival as reported last issue. 

Jms responded stating, “There 
have been no discussions 
concerning a return of the Babylon 
5 series between myself and WB or 
any other studio or network. Nor 





JMS 











wherewithal to put a deal 
together. So far that hasn't 
happened, despite Jerry's 
pronouncements." 

Finally JMS summarized his 
position with regard to a revival. 
“I'm glad that Jerry has taken this 
opportunity to vent. Clearly, he 
misses the show and wants it to 
come back. We all miss the show. 
But at the same time, it's not fair 
to the fans that 
Jerry mentions 
to get people 
excited about 
something that 
doesn’t exist. I'm 
glad that he is 
trying to get One of these Spooks may not be returnin: 
things going, for 
himself and with 
others, but 
talking about 
things doesn't 
make them so, 
and pointing this 
out is not 
inappropriate 
when, based on 
those 
statements, | e Andromeda Season Four includes Steve Bacic as Telemachus Rhade for a 
find my e-mail | minimum of 12 episodes. 
box filled with 








© Stargate SG-1's eighth season has been commissioned for 20 rather than 
22 episodes. 


© Season Three of Spooks commences shooting in December and there is a 
suggestion that at least one of the series’ stars may not be returning. 


© CBS & Warner Bros are developing a drama series based on 1998 Sandra 
Bullock Fantasy movie Practical Magic. 


e@ NBC and Universal are developing a pilot for Transylvania, based on 
Stephen Sommers's forthcoming picture Van Helsing. 


© Dead Like Me has been commissioned for a second season comprising 





do | think anything is likely in that 
area." He went on to suggest 
Doyle was hearing what he wanted 
to hear. 

Doyle responded badly to this, 
swearing “F*** 
Joe and his typical 
controlling 
bull****,.. Joe 
can say what he 
wants. He can 
spout his crap 
about how ‘he's 
the man’ around 
which all things 
B5 spin. At least 
I'm still trying to 
bring back what 
should never have 
been taken off 
the air. The fans 
deserve the show. 
Joe's ego 
deserves a much 
bigger person." 

JMS then 
replied to each 





inquiries about 
things that simply aren't 
happening. If there were 
something going on involving a 
return of the series that was real, 
I'd be the first person to talk 


15 episodes. 


e The WB has ordered a pilot for The Flash, which like Smallville will have 
a ‘no tights, no flights’ philosophy. 


© Financing has been found to produce The Questor Tapes for 2004/5 
based on an old NBC Gene Roddenberry pilot. 





THE OFFICIAL 
SOUNDTRACK 
TO THE HIT. 
TELEVISION 
SHOW 


FEATURING THE SMASH 
TOP 3 SINGLE ‘MAYBE 
TOMORROW’ BY | 


a 


MUSIC FROM 

AND MANY 
OTHERS. ALSO HAS THE 
THEME MUSIC FROM 
THE SHOW ‘HOW SOON 
IS NOW’ BY 


\ OUT NOW 


THE SWEENEY 





© Five crew members of She Spies were injured during an accident 
involving a stunt car on 12th September. 







e Sarah Michelle Gellar voices Gina, who befriends Bart, in a forthcoming 
episode of The Simpsons. 


® Perry White is being played by Annette O'Toole’s husband Michael 
McKean in Smallville. -EN 


att 


ad BY 
© Former Xena: Warrior Princess actress Hudson Leick has returned to 
acting to guest star in the pilot of Tru Calling. 


Sci Fi has now officially cancelled Tremors: The Series = 





Jerry Doyle 


one of Doyle's 

points, “Well, yeah, | did create 

the series, executive produce it, 
write 91 out of 110 episodes, and | 
do control many of the rights. And | 
no deal can go forward without 

my involvement. By contract, if it 
doesn't happen with me, it doesn't 
happen. | still don't see what that 
has to do with anything, 
however." He continued, “I've | 


said, and I'll say it again here, that 
I'll listen to anybody who has the 


about it and let people know. But 
there isn't.” 

The Season Four B5 DVD set | 
will include two JMS commentaries 
(one with director Mike Vejar), 
another featuring Doyle, Bruce 
Boxleitner, Peter Jurassic and 
Patricia Tallman, a gag reel, a 
featurette on composer 
Christopher Franke and a suite of 
original music especially composed 
for the release. 








Buffy is coming to Springfield 
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Watch the DVDs then read 
and hear the fall story | 
IEY! THE OFFICIAL COMPANION | 











Star Tr 








y a 


s® Connor Trinneer 


H 
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The Enterprise in all its glory 


galactic 
ryman 





Having just begun his third year of exploring Deep Space, 
Connor Trinneer drops out of warp to-talk with Steven Eramo 
about his duties as chief engineer on Star Trek: Enterprise... 


n today’s world, most of us work 
to live. However, there 
people who live to v 
onnor Trinnee! 
person. “My favouite thing in the 
world is getting up in the mi 
and goi 
really enjoy the proce 
you’re performing on: 
Almost every day I’m gi 
chance to do just that. I’m one heck of a 
lucky guy. 
Evil magician, EMT and lawyer are just 
a few of the c ters that the c 
trained has played on TV. Three years 
ago, Trinneer took on a role that would 
nge his life forever, that of Commander 
charles ‘Trip’ Tucker IIT on Star Trek 
Enterprise. As chief engineer it’s Trip’s job 
to keep the starship’s engines running at 
peak efficiency. He’s the latest in a long line 
ek Mr Fi and like them his life 
outside the engineering room is far more 
interesting. The commander has, among 
other things, become pregnant by an alien 
woman, been imprisoned in an alien 
d ended up stranded on a planet 
with a beautiful but obstina 
responses in these situations have not been 
you or I might have. Trip’s 
ity is, in part, d 
Trinneer bringing more of himself to his 
role. “When people ask about a character 
description of Trip there’s the stock one, 
and that is h good old Southern boy 
who lent for engineering and a 
friendship with Captain Archer [Scott 
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Ensign Hoshi Sato (Linda Park), T'Pol (Jolene Blalock), and Trip in Broken Bow 











Bakula],” notes Trinneer. “However, 
what’s made him more fun for me to play 
and, I hope, viewers to watch are some of 
the qualities that the writers and I have 
imbued him with. I know that sounds sort 
of artsy-fartsy and I don’t want it to be. 
Basically, the changes in Trip are a result 
of him feeling more at ease in his job. In 
the beginning he was slightly in awe of 
meeting new aliens and all that kind of 
stuff, That’s become more like second 
nature to him now and he’s better 
prepared to face the unexpected. 

“Of course, Trip’s feeling more at ease 
coincides with my, feeling more 
comfortable in the role. I’m fortunate in 
that the writers hear his voice when they 
write for my character and that’s a good 
thing because it just happens to be my 
voice, too. So together we’ve managed to, I 
guess, make him a real person. As far as 
hat I specifically bring to Trip, that’s not 
y for me to say. I’m too close to the 
acter to be objective. I’m easy-going 
and, Jeez, I don’t know, perhaps charming,” 
he chuckles. “I’d like to think I bring a bit of 

















Ww! 
e 










c 


‘Basically, the changes in Trip are a result of him feeling 
more at ease in his job. In the beginning he was slightly 
in awe of meeting new aliens and all that kind of stuff.” 





www 


hs 


The cast of Star Trek: Enterprise 
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Star Yrek: Enterprise Connor Trinneer 





Mutual Appreciation 


Roxann Dawson, Star 
Trek: Voyager's B’Elanna 
Torres, is a frequent 
Mdirector on Enterprise and 
Bmong the episodes she’s 
fegirected is Dawn. “This 
Stacy was a challenge in that 


Gregg Henry playing 
opposite Connor and | 
thought the relationship 
between their characters 
worked very well. 

“As for Connor, he's a 
joy to work with. He has a 
tremendous amount of 
talent as well as range and is 
very dedicated to his craft. | 
find his character to be one 
of the most interesting in 
the Star Trek world 


Mayweather (Anthony Montgomer 


both to my performance. Bottom line, 
there’s a lot of me in Trip. It’s been great to 
play a character like this for an 
period of time. Actors don’t often get the 
opportunity for such an exploration and I 
want to take full advantage of it.” 

In Enterprise’s two-hour opener Broken 
Bow, Captain Jonathan Archer and the 


crew of the Enterprise NX-01 make history 
by being the first Humans to venture into 


interstellar Space. Their mission is to return 
an injured Klingon to his homeworld, but 


along the way they encounte 


alien race known as the Suliban. / 


because Trip is so accessible. 
He behaves very much like you 
or | would if we were in his 
shoes, especially when it comes 
to his awe and wonder.” 
Trinneer is equally 
complimentary towards 
Dawson. “Roxann is a sweet 
lady and a talented director,” 
says the actor. “She’s logged 
plenty of hours in the Trek 
franchise and totally 
understands it.” 


vers that this speci in contact with 
a being from the future and that together 
tended they pose a se 
race, Because of this, Starfleet Command 
orders the Enterprise crew to remain in 
that they can gather as much 
intelligence as possible about their new 
antagonist. The production of this 
arp speed, making Trinneer’s 


1s threat to the Human 


somewhat of a blur. 


“I'd compare the shooting of Broken Bow 
to trying to tame a wild pony. I just held on 
a dangerous tight and went along for the ride,” jokes the 
actor. “I couldn’t tell you much of anything 
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about the first few days of working on the 

pilot. Things more or less unfolded in front 
of me and to be honest I pretty much tried 

to just focus on the job at hand. 

“The weight of it all does sort of play on 
you at the start. There I was, a regular on a 
TV show, and I for one didn’t realize that 
my role in it was going to be as big as it 
was or is. In th v rly stages I was 
surprised to learn that Trip was part of a 
triumvirate along with the c: n and Sub 
Commander T’Pol [Jolene B 
then on I took ap ve look at the 
reality of things and tried to become more 
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“I think Trip's relationship 
with Archer is going to 
remain the same,” says 
Trinneer. “They have a 
strong friendship and one 
that’s likely to be tested this 
season. With T'Pol, | can 
tell you that she and Trip 
will interact more closely 
than ever with each other,” 
laughs the actor. “As for 
specifics, | can’t say. The 
writers don’t share that 
information with us. 
However, rather than being 


as combative as they were 
in the first two years, both 
characters will definitely be 
getting along a lot better 
with one another. I’m 
curious to see what does 
happen between T’Pol and 
Trip only because prior to 
this year | didn’t have many 
one-on-one scenes with 
Jolene. She's a gifted actress 
and there are several ways 
to go with our on-screen 
relationship.” 

What about Trip’s buddy 
Lieutenant Malcolm Reed? 
“T've no doubts their 
friendship will continue, 


too,” says Trinneer. “Oddly 
enough, | wouldn't have 
guessed in a million years 
that two very different 
people like Trip and Reed 
would become such good 
friends. However, | think 
the writers pursued that 
relationship mainly because 
they know how well 
Dominic and | get along 
off-camera.” 


involved in the fact that a large portion 
of wh s going on centered on my 
chai 
st Enterprise episodes to 
showcase Trinneer’s talents as an actor was 
Shuttlepod One. In it, Trip and Lieute 
Reed (Dominic Keating) are marooned in 
Space aboard ged shuttlepod with 
only a few day: i 
“Shuttlepod One was a difficult shoot 
actually had to make the 
oId enough so that you could 
see my breath and Dominic’s when we 
aled,” 
script was wonderfully written and I loved 
the fact that it was just the two of us. 
ally talented guy and it was 
the [acting] ball back and 
th him, I thought it turned out well. 
“Another episode I enjoyed working on for 
much the same reason was [the 
season’s] Dawn. Th: 
on a planet with an alien who doesn’t speak 
English. Neither of them h; orking 
universal ave to finda 


English, truly interestin; 
Unlike prior Trek serie: 

Directive ha: 

Enterprise uni 


natural evolution of another culture. Trip 

does just that when he tries to befriend an 
lien in the second season story Cogenitor. 

Although his i are good, the 


“The script was wonderfully written. Dominic is a really 
talented guy and it was a pleasure to toss the [acting] ball 
back and forth with him. | thought it turned out well.” 
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Star ¥rek: Enterprise Connor Trinneer ; 






" ‘ 
commander unwittingly sets into motion a i 
series of events that end in tragedy. After Ul 

a Dawn, this episode is Trinneer’s next 


IMAGINATION 








redundant but the actress who played the 
Cogenitor [Becky Wahlstrom] did an 
| amazing job in the role,” he says. “We were 
fortunate to have LeVar Burton [Lieutenant 


The middle child in a family college, so | sat down with going to become an actor’. 
of five, Connor Trinneer my mom and we went I knew | needed a lot more 
was born 19th March 1969 through the material. | went —_ practice, though, so after 
in Walla Walla, Washington. in for my audition and right graduating from Pacific 


favourite from last year. “I hate to sound 


Commander Geordi La Forge from Star 


Trek: The Next Generation] as our director. | 


Being a fellow actor, he knows how to talk 







high school and went on to 
play football at Pacific 


He was an all-star athlete in after that decided, ‘I’m Lutheran with my Bachelors 





degree, | went on to get my 
Masters [of Fine Art in 























to a cast. LeVar was right there to offer 
support as well as ideas and ways on how to 
approach a scene. I felt the subject matter 
we dealt with was presented in an interesting 
and thoughtful manner. Just because Trip 
had previously seen Archer get involved in 
another race’s affairs didn’t give him the 
right to do so as well. I thought the writers 






Lutheran University in 
Washington. It was during 
his sophomore year that 
the actor discovered his 
second passion — acting. 
“| was talking with 
someone and she 


Acting and Directing] at the 
University of Missouri. 
Without that training I’m 
sure | wouldn't be able to 
do this job. 

“Had | not chosen 
acting | don’t know what 
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Seta gag 


gave the situation the gravity it needed by 
having the episode end like it did.” 

A mysterious species called The Xindi 
launch a surprise attack on Earth in 
Enterprise’s second season finale The 
Expanse. Among the millions of casualties 
is Trip’s sister. Archer and his crew are 
ordered to the Delphic Expanse to track 
down these aliens. Their mission continues 
in the third season opener The Xindi. 
Obviously, no one is more anxious to find 
them than Trip, and Trinneer is looking 
forward to this quest revealing new facets 
to his character in the show’s third year. 
“Already this season there have been a 
couple of more layers added to who Trip 


is,” explains the actor. “We may see him 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 

















suggested | try out for the 
school play,” recalls 

Trinneer. “I said, ‘OK, why 
not’. My parents were both 
teachers and they had been 
in plays when they were in 


a 


y iy’) 
Ss x; 4 














else | would have done. I'd 
have probably become a 
teacher and coach, and 
that would've been fine, 
but I’m sure glad | found 
this profession.” 













display more of what it means to be 
Human but IJ feel that’s already a big part 
of his make-up. Trip is, at least in my eyes, 
a good example of how your average 
person would respond to being aboard 
Enterprise. He’s been allowed to have that 
sort of dimension. Heck, that’s what got 
him pregnant,” he chuckles. “So you can 


probably count on some interesting 
developments with my character. I’'d love | 
for there to be an exploration of where | 
Trip is in his grief for his sister and what 
he’s doing about it.” 
Enterprise has certainly weathered 
more than its fair share of criticism during 
its first two seasons. Its producers, 





| however, are confident that Season Three 


will be a breakout one for the show, and 
Trinneer agrees. “Our characters needed a 
mission like this. It’s good to have subtle 


| shifts in the pendulum swing every now 
| and then. That’s true of any series. I’m 


excited about this year and I hope the fans 
are as well.” 48% 
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Phlox (John Billingsley) and Trip in Vanishing Point 
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As The West Wing enters its fifth season, Steve Gidlow knocks on the door of the fictional White 
House and asks about some of the major changes in store — only to find that the behind the scenes 
politics almost mirror the gripping scenes played out on our screens... 


belt, The 
West Wing glides 
into Season Five 
this year, but not 
without some 
And the behind the scenes 
almost as gripping as those 
creen — almost. 
The most notable change for the viewing 
public will be the absence of Rob Lov 
igi billed 


bec: 
slightly shifted and this was 
we had signed on for. While offi 


no grudge about hi 
rture. “He'll lear 


choice. 
We all beat him up, you know, for months.” 
Taunts from cast mates like “Please, 
€ you going to go? It doe: 
etter than this. What’s the matter with 
you?” fell on deaf ears and Lowe moved 
out of the oval of: d into a new series, 
Lyons Den, that debuts, this fall. “He’s still 
big career,” adds Sheen, “But you 
y t to hold on to something good 
and not break up the team, the fami! 
me it w 
Rob s a boy He grew 
up with my family. He was in the house all 
the time, nging out, doing stuff. 
That made it extremely difficult. We let 
him go reluctantly, and we bless him.” 
“T miss him,” adds Richard Schiff who 
plays Toby Zeigler and had the most 


nays ve ta eS OE 


The team from Season Four — now minus Rob Lowe (second left) 
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Wells has wasted no time in 
implementing changes. First 
actor Gary Cole (right) has 
joined the series ina 
recurring role as new Vice 
President Robert Russell, 
aka ‘Bingo Bob’. The 
Congressman from Western 
Colorado has some 
surprising plans for his new 
role in the White House. 
Cole will make his series 
début in the third episode 
of the show. 

Behind the scenes a 
completely new team of 
writers have been 
appointed to ensure scripts 
are delivered on time. With 
credits that include 
everything from Friends 
and China Beach to Sex 
and the City expect the 
show to have a very 
different feel indeed. The 





series premiére will 
continue the 
storyline 
concerning 
Bartlet’s missing 
daughter and 
includes guest stars 
John Goodman 
(Roseanne) and 
Annabeth Gish 
(The X-Files) who is 
rumored to now be a 

recurring character = 
throughout the year. 




























































The cast sweep up at the Emmy Awards 




















interaction with Lowe in the series. 
“He and I learned to become really 
good friends over the course of time, 
the long way. He’s got a quality that I 
got used to working with and such. 
He was fun to have around, but you know 
it’s nice to have a new character to kick 
around and to throw things at. Scenes go 
differently now because it’s Joshua 
[Malina] instead of Rob.” 

But that was just the beginning of the 
outings. Last May NBC studios released 
news that the brains behind the series, 
creator and head writer Aaron Sorkin, was 
being relieved of his duties, as was 
Executive Producer Thomas Schlamme. 
Late scripts, blown out budgets and a slump 
in ratings were offered as the reason. But 
the news must have come as a shock to 
Sorkin who almost prided himself on the 
fact that he always delivered last-minute 
scripts and kept everyone on their toes. 
Even though the cast had grown accustomed 
to his work practices, Network Executives 
obviously saw things differently and soon 
ER golden boy John Wells was wearing a 
bigger West Wing hat. Wells actually helped 
create the series, but between Exec 
“Producing duties on ER and Third Watch 
left the show in Sorkin’s hands. Just how 
Sorkin’s departure will impact the show 








“There’s no better call than to have Aaron 
saying, do you want to be on my hit show? Yes, | do.” 
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Martin Sheen meets Fred Flintstone 





remains to be seen. However, there is no 
doubt that he will be sorely missed by the 
cast, many of whom contribute him as the 
sole reason they are on the show at all, and 
others who were just grateful to have the 
opportunity to play such rich characters. 
“Tt’s a dream job,” said West Wing’s most 
recent addition Josh Malina who plays Will 
Bailey. “There's no better call than to have 
Aaron saying, do you want to be on my hit 
show? Yes, I do,” he laughs. Sentiments 
echoed by Allison Janney who plays Press 
Secretary CJ Cregg. “Aaron gave me a 
whole gamut of things to play,” she said. 
“From doing the press briefings here, which 
is a challenge for me because I usually have 
these huge chunks of things to spit out. It’s | 
very difficult material for me to even 
understand what the heck I’m saying most 
of the time. I got to do physical comedy 
and then he wrote me a lovely romance 
with Mark Harmon. That was fun to do on 
the personal side of CJ.” Janney also says 
she was always happy with the way Sorkin 
developed her character over the years. 
And after scoring two Emmy Awards for 
the role he must have been doing 
something right. 

Just how the Wells helmed West Wing | 
will work remains to be seen, But according 
to published reports, NBC’and Wells are 
confident that the White House drama’s 
internal refurbishment will lure viewers back 
to the Oval Office and only enhance what 
viewers originally loved about the series. 4% 
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oris Karloff’s hy 


Executive producer Hubbell Robinson on the set with Boris Karloff 


alias 





ith the exception of The Andy Griffith Show 
(1960-68), an American institution virtually 
unknown in the UK, the only significant new 
arrival in the 1960-61 season was Boris 
Karloff’s Thriller. 

Thriller started life as an anthology series 
with an identity crisis from which the viewing 
figures never really recovered... Executive producer Hubbell Robinson 
came up with the idea of hiring Karloff to host and occasionally act in 
an anthology of ‘Thriller’ stories, but never clearly defined the vague 
concept. This was left to his producer and story editor, who clashed. 
What was a * Thriller’? Was it a crime drama, a mystery story, Gothic 


Horror? Why, said Robinson, it could be any or all of those things. Not 
a help. In a classic example of the old adage ‘too many cooks spoil the 
broth’, there were too many producers involved, and they each had 
their own ideas of how they wanted the show to ‘taste’. A guy called 
Fletcher Markle wanted to do noir-ish and macabre murder mysteries 
in the manner of the Alfred Hitchcock Presents series then running 
(although even the Hitchcock series occasionally wandered into 
Twilight Zone territory). These first few episodes were a critical and 
ratings disaster, and Markle was out. Still failing to see that the 
problem was in the show’s too-wide definition, two new guys were 
brought in, Maxwell Shane to write the series’ crime melodramas 
(although paradoxically his greatest claim to fame was defining 


vant was a Thriller? Was it a crime drama, 
a mystery story, Gothic Horror? Why, said 
Robinson, it could be any or all of those things. 





“Don't make me angry. You wouldn't like me when I'm angry." - Harry Townes in The Cheaters 
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ed life as an anthology series with an identity crisis’ 


Boris Karloff in glorious colour 





Universal’s series of Mummy Horror films), and William Frye to take 
on the Horror side. Ultimately, Frye was made producer (executive 
producer Robinson, still contractually entitled to be in the credits, had 
disappeared) and inevitably the crime stories were ditched for more 
supernatural fare (credit for this recently revealed detail goes to Alan 
Warren’s 1996 book This is a Thriller for McFarland). Although the 
quality was wildly variable, several episodes were absolutely superb, 
noticably The Cheaters, The Grim Reaper, Pigeons from Hell, and The 
Hungry Glass, the last acclaimed by Stephen King himself as one of the 
scariest TV episodes ever... and the guest casts were superb. However, 
there were problems getting other big names from the glory days of 
Horror to guest star. Although all would ultimately do much more 











Boris Karloff in The Incredible Dr Markesan 


deceptively tough fellow with three passions —- women (he married six 
times), cricket, and acting. Making his way to Hollywood via Canada 
and a plethora of acting and non-acting jobs, he soon realized that guys 
named Bill Pratt did not become leading men, they filled the bottom of 
the cast lists. Always seeking out meaty, challenging, difficult roles, he 
changed his name to the more exotic-sounding Boris Karloff (this was 
the exact opposite of what most actors did, which was to change 
ethnic-sounding names to something more whitebread to avoid being 
limited to stereotypical supporting roles). He naturally had to be 
persuaded to take his most famous and distinctive role of all when 
offered the monster in 1931’s Frankenstein, Although billed as ‘?’, it 
made his name. Karloff appeared again as the monster for Universal in 


A brief segue here to consider Boris Karloff, who 


toc 





lay m may only be a mysterious, half-known name 


of iconic but vague status to the Buffy generation. 


iat 


inferior work as the Sixties moved on, 
old-timers like Peter Lorre or Basil 
Rathbone either wouldn’t at the 
time do TV, or wouldn’t play 
"second fiddle to the great Karloff! 
A brief segue here to consider 
Boris Karloff, who today may 
only be a mysterious, half- 
known name of iconic but 
vague status to the Buffy 
generation. In actuality a 
British-born actor named 
William Henry Pratt 
(and not Charles 
—“Y Edward, as some 
sources would have it), 
he was a soft-spoken, 
well-mannered, 








An old hag from the episode The Hungry Glass 





The Bride of Frankenstein, a sequel which amazingly didn’t appear for 
four years, until 1935. It was another four years again before Karloff 
made his third and final appearance as the monster in Son of 
Frankenstein (1939) with Bela Lugosi, but by then both he and Lugosi 
were already firmly typecast in Horror films (despite this, Karloff still 
built up a fair number of non-Horror credits in film and theatre). One 
year after Frankenstein, in 1932, Karloff kick-started Universal’s 
popular series of Mummy films and portrayed what many regard to be 
the definitive Fu Manchu in The Mask of Fu Manchu (also ’32). 
Dozens of Horror or villain roles followed in movies that rarely seemed 
to be set in daylight hours. Bizarrely, the poor chap was still appearing 
in films he knew nothing about shortly after his death, as low-budget 
producers who had filmed scenes with him for other movies stuck them 
into projects Karloff had known nothing about. He might have been 
amused had he known — he always said he would die with his 
greasepaint on, and in his final decade would literally haul himself out 
of his wheelchair to play scenes. a 






Next: the death of the show... and guess who the surprise killer of 
Thriller turns out to be... 
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he original line-up: Kelly (Jaclyn Smith), Sabrina (Kate Jackson) and Jill (Farrah Fawcett-Majors) 














jair Angel: Farrah Fawcett 





Cool Angel: Jaclyn Smith ; 
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harlie, as seen in Dynasty... 












Philip Carney, Windermere 
After seeing Full Throttle at the 
cinema recently, I've started 
watching the Charlie's Angels TV 
series on Channel 5. How many 
episodes were there —- and when 
did the girls change in the show's 
line-up? 


The pilot movie, Charlie's 

Angels, aired on 21 March 
1976 and the original line-up was 
Kate Jackson as Sabrina Duncan, 
Jaclyn Smith as Kelly Garrett and 
Farrah Fawcett-Majors as Jill 
Munroe. David Doyle was in place 
as Bosley and David Ogden Stiers 
featured as Charlie's other liaison, 
Scott Woodville, who was dropped 
after this one appearance. The pilot 
scored well and the series was 
quickly picked up by ABC for the 
autumn; the pilot was repeated on 
14 September, just prior to the 
series’ début on 22 September with 
Hellride. This first season comprised 
22 episodes and concluded with The 
Blue Angelon 4 May 1977. 

However, by now, Farrah 
Fawcett-Majors had become a 
beauty icon - largely through a best 
selling portrait shot of her from the 
Pro Arts poster company — and on 7 
March 1977 had announced that 
she would be leaving Charlie's 
Angels as there were other options 
she wished to pursue. The producers 
announced that Farrah was 
contracted to the show and 
expected her to take part, but when 
shooting resumed at the start of 
June on the second season, the 
actress failed to report for duty. 
Filming was suspended, and Cheryl 
Ladd was hastily brought into the 
team as Jill Munroe's replacement... 
none other than Jill's younger sister, 
Kris Munroe. The second season 
opened with the two-hour Angels in 
Paradise on 14 September 1977, in 
which it was stated that Jill had left 
the team to become a professional 
racing driver. Twenty-four episodes 
aired that season (with Angels on Ice 
on 21 September 1977 being another 
two-hour episode), closing with 
Antique Angels on 10 May 1978. 





Boss Angel: Kate Jackson 














Sidekick ‘Angel’: David Doyle 


In the meantime, the legal 
wrangles between Fawcett-Majors 
and the producers had been settled 
when the actress agreed to shoot 
several episodes for the third 
season. Season Three began with 
another two-hour show, Angels in 
Vegas (which had a cameo from 
Robert Urich, star of Vega$), on 13 
September 1978, followed by Ange/ 
Come Home in which Jill returned to 
Los Angeles from Europe for a guest 
appearance (the other shows where 
she appeared were Mother Angel 
and Angel in a Box). However, by 
now Kate Jackson wanted to leave 
the series and pursue other projects, 
and after some discord during 
production her contract was not 
renewed for the fourth season. The 
third season concluded the 22- 
episode run (which included the 
two-hour Jerror on Skis on 7 
February 1979) with Angels 
Remembered (a flashback show) on 
16 May 1979. 

Shelley Hack was drafted in as 
new recruit Tiffany Wells with the 
two-hour Love Boat Angels (a 
crossover to The Love Boat) which 
began the fourth season on 12 
September 1979, The character 
failed to catch on, and when the 
studios sent out the new contracts 
on Valentine's Day 1980, Hack was 
not one of the recipients. 
Meanwhile, Jill Munroe turned up 
again in Fallen Angel (tx: 24 
October 1979), The Prince and the 
Angel (tx: 14 November 1979) and 
finally in An Angel's Trail (tx: 27 
February 1980) to work alongside 


Replacement Angel: Cheryl Ladd 








Dropped Angel: Shelley Hack 


Kelly, Kris and Tiffany. A spin-off 
pilot was attempted with the 
episode Joni's Boys (tx: 2 April 
1980), a gender reversal on the 
series where the Angels are forced 
to join forces with ‘Toni's Boys’, 
three dashing and well-built lads 
who work for Antonia Queen 
(Barbara Stanwyck). Tiffany's final 
appearance was in One Love... Two 
Angels, a two-parter which 
concluded the fourth season after 
25 broadcasts on 30 April and 7 
May 1980. 

To replace Hack, Tanya Roberts 
was contracted as streetwise Julie 
Rogers, who first appeared in two 
episodes aired on 30 November 
1980 — the two-hour Angel in 
Hiding and the one-hour 70 See An 
Angel Die (also known collectively 
as From Street Models to Hawaiian 
Angels). When Jaclyn Smith 
confirmed that the fifth season would 
be her final outing as Kelly (she was 
now the only one of the original line- 
up to remain) it was deemed that 
with falling ratings it was best to 
wind up production and sell the 
series into a lucrative syndication 
run. The series came off the air with 
Stuntwoman Angels on 28 February 
1981, and the final four episodes of 
the 16-show run were screened 
from 3 June (Attack Angels) to 24 
June (Let Our Angel Live). 


Martin East, Chesham 
Enjoyed The Girl from U.N.C.L.E. 
article (7V Zone #162). My 








Bimbo Ang. el: Tanya Roberts 








Some Man from U.N.C.L.E. episodes were given larger budgets with 
a view to overseas cinema release 


questions regard The Man from 
U.N.C.L.E. original transmissions in 
the 1960s. Recently Granada+ 
have shown four of the two-part 
episodes and the original 1964 
pilot Solo. These have, to my 
knowledge, only been screened as 
the cinema compilations. Were 
they ever shown in the 1960s 
runs and was the pilot shown to 
introduce the series, or did the 
BBC start with the re-filmed The 
Vulcan Affair? Maybe an article on 
the extra scenes, edited scenes 
and the modifications made from 
the original two-parters to the 
movie versions can be compiled. 


Such a detailed article sounds like a 
job for the wonderful Jon Abbot in 
his Retro column (did you see his 
piece on the differences between 
the likes of The Karate Killers and 
The Five Daughters Affair a few 
issues back? Brilliant!) — but here's a 
quick overview. When BBC1 
broadcast The Man from 
U.N.C.L.E. in the 1960s, they 
started on 24 June 1965 with The 
Quadripartite Affair, The Vulcan 
Affair, The Double Affair and The 
Four Steps Affair were not shown on 
BBC1 and similarly the subsequent 
two-parters were also omitted from 
the MGM package on offer. 
Basically, the Solo pilot filmed from 
20 to mid-December 1963 is 
effectively The Vulcan Affair, but 
extra footage was later shot 31 
March to 2 April 1964. In the pilot 
and in To Trap a Spy, Will Kuluva 


plays Mr Allison but in the broadcast ‘ 


episode, it's Leo G Carroll in place as 
Mr Waverley. To confuse matters 





further, THRUSH was redubbed as 
WASP on To Trap a Spy. Other 
extras in the movie were a longer 
explanation of U.N.C.L.E. HQ's 
alarm system, an extra scene with 
Illya (who appears only twice in the 
episode), the material with Agent 
Lancer and: THRUSH agent Angela, 
plus some suggestive scenes with 
Solo and Angela. The Double Affair 
was shot from 28 August to 8 
September 1964, and then 9 to 11 
September were spent on extra 
footage for The Spy with My Face 
— much of which was more ‘adult’ 
scenes including the shower 
sequence ("How can | attack when 
you're pointing that thing at me?") 
between Solo and Serena which 
implies nudity, plus a sub-plot where 
U.N.C.L.E. agent Kitt Kittridge 
ultimately dies when the fake 
Napoleon is sussed. 7he Four Steps 
Affair was then filmed from 1 to 12 
January 1965 and effectively knits 
together the extra footage shot for 
To Trap a Spy and The Spy with 
My Face; this is notably the scenes 
with To Trap a Spy's agent Lancer 
(now called Agent Dancer) and 
Kittridge from The Spy with My 
Face. When Alexander the Greater 
Affair was turned into One Spy Too 
Many, it omits the scenes with 
Alexander's parents but has more 
where Alexander seduces Princess 
Nicole as well as a new sub-plot 
with Yvonne Craig as Maude, 
Waverley's niece. The Prince of 
Darkness Affair gained extra 
bedroom scenes with Solo when it 
became The Helicopter Spies. 
Anyway, over to Jon for more in- 
depth comparisons on his pages... 


Challenge Andrew! 


If you have a question about Cult television that you think can” 


stump TV historian extrordinaire Andrew P 


WV) OF if you just 


have a gulery you've always wanted answered, then We'd like to 
hear from youl! Send your questions and comments to: 


Memory Alpha, PO Box 371, London, SW14 8JL 
Fax: 020 8875 1588 e-mail: memoryalph isi 
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Doctor Who at 40 











4d Season Twenty-one 


A MonstrousSeason 


The 20th anniversary had been and gone, but by its 2Ist year 
Doctor Who seemed to be looking more to the past than the future. 
Was the Time Lord’s time finally up? John Binns investigates... 





ne of the interesting things 
about Doctor Who fandom as 
compared to, say, Buffy or 
Stargate fandom is the broad 
variety of perspectives fans have 
on the series depending on 
when they started watching, 
from the few old-timers who remember the 
first episode, to the youngsters who don’t 
remember first-run episodes on TV. For me, 
Doctor Who began in the late Seventies 
with the twilight years of Tom Baker and 
the early editions of Marvel’s weekly 
comic. 1984, though, was the year I dipped 
my 10-year-old toes into fandom, attending 
my first convention in Liverpool and 
joining the Appreciation Society, with its 
baffling newsletter full of obscure 
references and in-jokes — I feel the same 
way nowadays about Doctor Who 
Magazine. It was also the last year in which 
the series was really popular with my peer 
group, and — sniff - being an expert in it 
made me popular with them. To my eyes, 


after the 21st season and the regeneration 
of Peter Davison into Colin Baker, the 
series was never as popular — and perhaps 
never as good — again. 

While inevitably such personal 
experiences colour one’s judgement of the 
objective facts, there was certainly a sense 
in which the Davison years represented the 
last period of sustained success for the 
series. Following a poorly-rated last 


a oye scene 


By the time Season 21 began its run in January 
1984, Peter Davison had already confirmed 
that it would be his last. Before that, though, 
the Sea Devils and the Silurians made a long- 
awaited return in season opener Warriors of 
the Deep, with Davros and the Daleks close 
behind in Resurrection of the Daleks. 

This story finally saw the departure of Janet 
Fielding’s Tegan after three years with the 








Perhaps it was the persistent tribulations of a 
hostile universe that turned the idealistic fifth 
Doctor into the volatile, abrasive sixth incarnation. 


season for Tom Baker the show had been 
moved to a twice-weekly, early evening slot 
where it had positively thrived, prompting 
popular interest to the extent that the 20th 
anniversary celebration at Longleat 
attracted many thousands of fans and had 
to turn people away at the gates. With 
Season Twenty-One, the press interest in 
Doctor Who was at somewhere near its 
peak, with stories about Davison’s 


show, in one of the series’ most tear-jerking 

moments. Mark Strickson’s Turlough left in 

the following story, Planet of Fire, which also 
saw the début of the Doctor's first American 
assistant, Perpugilliam Brown (or Peri), played 
by Nicola Bryant. Having also dispatched with 
the underused Kamelion in Planet of Fire, 
Davison’s Doctor reached his final story in the 
highly-regarded The Caves of Androzani, which 
saw writer Robert Holmes return to the show 
for the first time in over five years. Having 
sacrificed his life to save Peri’s, the fifth Doctor 
regenerated at the climax of the story... into 
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Dicing with nuclear disaster in Warriors of the Deep... 


replacement with Colin Baker, and 
concocted rumours about the ditching of 
the TARDIS to coincide with its apparent 
destruction in the third serial, Frontios. 
Following the anniversary, there was also a 
certain confidence about making use of the 
series’ history, and in what the producers 
dubbed a ‘monster season’ there were 
returns for the Silurians and 
Sea Devils from the Pertwee 
years and, after several 
years’ absence, the Daleks. 

Looking back on the 
episodes now, it’s sadly 
evident that the series had 
serious flaws from a 
technical point of view. For 
all the talk of putting 
‘monsters’ at the heart of 
the season it had been 
nearly two years since the 
show’s designers had made 
proper monsters with 
moving parts, and the loss 
of expertise resulted in 
monster costumes which 
looked good while static, 
but had a comical inability 
to walk or speak 
convincingly. The new 
Silurians had to have 
inexplicable flashing lights 
at the tops of their heads to 
show which one was speaking, while their 
Sea Devil cousins’ heads lolled distressingly 
to one side. The ability of the Tractators 
and the Gastropods to frighten small 
children was rather hobbled by their 
somewhat painful-looking shuffle, while 
the Magma Beast of Androzani resembled 
nothing so much as an ambling pantomime 
dragon. Just as importantly, an excessive 
deference towards ‘variety’ from the 
producer and script editor resulted in 
serials that differed wildly in style and 
content. While the complexity and realism 
of the plots and dialogue in, say, Warriors of 
the Deep and The Caves of Androzani 
differed enormously, the main signifier was 
the actors’ performances — one week 
overblown and camp, the next week grim 
and affecting — as if meant for entirely 
different audiences. 











Colin Baker, who made his full 
début the following week. ( 











Producer John 
Nathan-Turner was keen that the exes 
new Doctor was seento make = - 
an instant impression rather q 
than keeping viewers 
waiting for months 
to see the new 
Doctor. But the 
series that returned 
in 1985 would be 
rather different... 
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Two's company, three's a crowd in The Caves of Androzani 


What Doctor Who was able to do in this 
stage of its development, though, was hold 
the viewers’ attention. Fast pacing and 
decent cliff-hangers were particularly 
important, and of course the twice-weekly 
format helped — with, effectively, no serial 
lasting more than a week and a day. 
Whatever the flaws apparent on re-watching 
these serials, there was generally enough 
incident and excitement in each episode to 
distract us and keep our minds off the 
details of the plot. In no story is this more 
apparent than in Resurrection of the 
Daleks, whose story careers headlong from 
One nonsensical event to the next — with an 
invasion of Gallifrey thrown in as a sub- 
plot — but succeeds on sheer adrenalin 
alone. Elsewhere in the season we had the 
apparent destruction of the TARDIS and 
death of the Master, along with a couple of 
fantastic cliff-hangers in The Caves of 
Androzani exploiting the well-publicized 
fact that this was to be the fifth Doctor’s 
swan-song. It’s impossible to recreate 
these ephemeral aspects of the season’s 
appeal, of course, and the fact that the 
Davison years prioritized them so much is 
perhaps one reason why they aren’t so 
critically well regarded. 








One continued to develop the 

somewhat cynical, morally complex 
themes that had been introduced to the 
Series along with Davison’s Doctor. Several 
of the Serials presented a bleak, unforgiving 
view of Human nature, portraying us as 
irredeemably paranoid, aggressive and 
bloodthirsty ~ to the extent that we risked 
our mutually assured destruction (the Cold 
W. ; hemed Warriors of the Deep), or 
willingly risked reliving the destructive 
mistakes of our past (The Awakening) 


Uj nderneath the surface, Season Twenty- 





Humans’ relationship and misuse of 
technology was a pervasive theme, from the 
direct interface between brain and 
computer seen in Warriors of the Deep to 
the integration of a Human operator into 
the Tractators’ drilling machine in Frontios. 
A related theme was that we could no 
longer trust the evidence of our own eyes 
in trusting a fellow Human Being: no less 
than three consecutive stories — 
Resurrection of the Daleks, Planet of Fire 
and The Caves of Androzani — featured 
artificial Human duplicates, usually with 
murderous intent. Meanwhile, not even the 
Doctor or his companions were immune 
from the harsh realities and moral 
complexities of the world. The Doctor is 
forced to kill the Silurians and Sea Devils in 
Warriors of the Deep, and the Master and 
his own robot companion Kamelion in 
Planet of Fire, and almost manages to kill 
Davros in Resurrection of the Daleks — in 
which story Tegan’s abrupt departure 





Te 


A redesigned Silurian... 
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The Tractators give Frontios gravi 





implies he has numbed himself to the 
violence around him. Turlough, who spent 
most of the previous season trying to kill 
the Doctor, still harbours secrets which are 
the subject of two serials, while new 
companion Peri is first seen resolving to 
flee to Morocco with what she thinks is a 
priceless artefact. 

Perhaps it was the persistent tribulations 
of a hostile universe that turned the 
idealistic fifth Doctor into the volatile, 
abrasive sixth incarnation — or perhaps it 
reflected a sense of boredom on the part of 
the producers who wanted to try 
something, anything different. Whatever, 
the portents of the final 21st season serial 
— The Twin Dilemma — were hardly 
positive: a garish, noxious creation with 
two positively unpleasant lead characters. 
In their quest to stray still further from the 
safe, predictable Doctor Who of old, it 
seemed that its producers had finally taken 
a step too far... 
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occupational hazard, and presumably accepts imprisonment in the same casual manner. 
‘We therefore feel constrained to commit you to the maximum term allowed for these offences — 


ho accepts arrest as an 





we sentence you to five years imprisonment. : 


Do you wish to address the court?” 


Little 





ictories 





The idea of settirig a sitcom inside a prison is not one that immediately springs to mind, 
but the Seventies saw three series of the antics of one Norman Stanley Fletcher, 
beating the system and making us laugh. Andrew Pixley reveals the story behind the series. 





o opened the script for a BBC pilot that sentenced 

BBC viewers to five years of high-quality 

character comedy played out against the grim 

environs of one of Her Majesty’s Prisons. 

In Spring 1970, some banter between Ronnie 

Corbett and Ronnie Barker, two long-time 

members of David Frost’s comedy retinue from 
The Frost Report and Frost on Sunday, caught the attention of BBC 
executive Bill Cotton at an awards show. When he enquired about 
the possibility of the duo coming to work for the Corporation again 
he discovered that Frost on Sunday had just been terminated by 
LWT. A deal was struck with Frost’s company, Paradine Productions, 
and the two Ronnies switched channels again... with the promise of a 
joint programme and a number of individual projects crafted for them. 


The Two Ronnies débuted in April 1971 and soon the search 
was underway for more solo projects. Corbett was soon engaged in 
Now Look Here..., a reworking of his ITV sitcom No - That’s Me 
Over Here. Barker developed his Lord Rustless character in His 
Lordship Entertains in 1972, but the BBC’s incoming Head of 
Comedy Jimmy Gilbert then came up with the idea to do a series of 
pilots on BBC2 which could use Barker as a comedy actor; Gilbert 
and Barker had known each other since the touring revue On the 
Brighter Side in the Fifties. “It was to be called ‘Six of One’,” 
explained Barker, “so that next year I could do ‘Half a Dozen of 
the Other’, But some wise executive added another script, which 
rather put paid to that.” The title was fixed as Seven of One. 

To ensure that he had dependable scripts, Gilbert asked for 
submissions from a variety of high calibre writers, including Dick 
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Clement and Ian La Frenais. Fledgling director Clement and 
insurance salesman La Frenais had enjoyed considerable 
television acclaim in the 1960s with The Likely Lads, since when 
they had attempted to move into the film arena but with limited 
success. The duo had recently returned to the BBC to write 
Whatever Happened to the Likely Lads? which would début in 
January 1973. 

Meeting with Barker to discuss possible situations for their two 
invited pilot scripts, the writers discovered that one previously 
unused theme the star had noted down during his 1971 LWT 
anthology Six Dates With Barker had been ‘prison’. Clement and 
La Frenais immediately thought along the lines‘ of an open prison, 
but Barker preferred the notion of confinement and a character 


operating from within the establishment with all manner of scams 


akin to those of Sergeant Bilko in The Phil Silvers Show. 

For the ‘prison’ pilot, the writers initially came up with the idea 
of an ex-con coming out of a spell inside to discover that his wife 
has been having an affair with his former cell-mate who was 
released some time earlier. The situation offered a multitude of 
jokes and soon it was clear that the format was far richer than a 
single pilot project with Barker as the ex-con. As such, the story 
was put on one side. for development as a series. 

The new script which emerged, Prisoner and Escort, was about 
the relationship that grew between a cheeky, cunning, habitual 
criminal and a rather meek, ineffectual, liberal-minded prison officer 
who find themselves handcuffed to each other on a cold New Yeat’s 
Eve, stranded in the wilderness of Cumberland. The vague prison 
officer was given the suitably Northern name Barrowclough, while 
Barker’s role was christened Norman Stanley Fletcher after 
Clement’s close friend Norman Stanley Gordon — the surname 
‘Fletcher’ was a good choice as it could be abbreviated to ‘Fletch’. 
And the humour would arise from character observations, not gags. 


risoner and Escort was the second episode to be made for 
Pp Seven of One. The director was Sydney Lotterby, a former 

cameraman who had become a director on 6.5 Special and 
then handled comedy series such as Broaden Your Mind, The Liver 
Birds and Me Mammy. Barker suggested to Gilbert and Lotterby 
that Brian Wilde could be an excellent co-star as Barrowclough, 
having worked with him before; Gilbert knew Wilde from his days 
at RADA. To play the other prison officer, the Scots disciplinarian 
Mackay, Gilbert suggested Fulton Mackay whom he had worked 
with at the Glasgow Citizen’s Theatre in the 1950s and recalled 
casting as a colonial sergeant in an episode of the sitcom The Old 
Campaigner; Mackay was then best known for drama series like 
Special Branch. Armed with a neck contortion which he had picked 
up from a sergeant while serving in India, Fulton extracted every 
nuance of the scripts. “It’s a character I do find very quickly,” he 
said in 1977. “Some characters you don’t, but I find Mackay”. 

Production on Seven of One began at the start of 1973, with the 
team travelling to Caerphilly to film the two Clement/La Frenais 
episodes, with the South Wales hillsides doubling for the lonely 
Cumberland moorlands required by Prisoner and Escort on 
Monday 29 and Tuesday 30 January after some initia filming at St 
Pancras Station in London for the programme’s opening scenes. 
Barker was particularly keen to devise a whole character for each of 
the shows, even down to sketching the faces to get the make-up 
tight, “Own hair very short sprayed a carroty brown... Eyebrows 
joined... Dark chin,” was how he summarized Fletcher. He also 
decided to make Fletcher a Cockney, purely because he hadn’t done 
the accent in some time. Indeed, elements of Fletcher harked back 
to Yossie, a role Barker had played in the 1963 film The Cracksman. 

Studio recording on Seven of One began mid-February; Prisoner 
and Escort was made second, taped in Studio 8 at Television Centre 
between 8pm and 9.30pm on Sunday 25 February, with the three- 
handed performance staged after a warm-up from Felix Bowness. 
An interview with Barker conducted at the Castle Hotel in 
Caerphilly during the Welsh shoot was used to promote the new 
Series in the Radio Times; in this, Barker commented how he had 
Siven up smoking on the orders of his doctor and the detrimental 
effect this had had on his writing output on The Two Ronnies. It 
also meant that in the episodes that were to follow, although Fletch 
would often be seen trading ‘snout’ he would never be seen 
smoking it, even during the fag break sequence in A Day Out. 

As it turned out, Prisoner and Escort (broadcast on April Fool’s 
Day) came in bottom of the seven at about 1.5 million, In May 
1973, Duncan ‘Wood, then still Head of Comedy, offered Clement 
and La Frenais another project: entitled Playhouse, this would 
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ON 
A2 Prisoner and Escort 
Fletcher (Rorinie Barker), Barrowclough (Brian Wilde), Mr Mackay (Fulton Mackay), Prison 
Constable (Hamish Roughead) 

Uncredited: Ticket Inspector/Policeman/Driver (George Howard, Alan Bail, Bruce Cox) 
New Year’s Eve: Prisoner officers Barrowclough and Mackay escort criminal-Norman 
Stanley Fletcher to a prison in the fells. 

Recorded: 25th February 1973; First Broadcast: | st April 1973. BBC2 
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Fletcher .. 
Mr Barrowcloug! 
Mr Mackay . 
Godber 
Blanco . 
Harry Grout 
Warren... 
Heslop 
ves .. 
Lukewarm 
McLaren... 
Governor 
Ingrid... 
Banyard... 
Mr Appleton 
Mr Collinson 





Dick Clement and lan La Frenais 
. Max Harris 
. Penny Delamar 
Penny Lowe 
. Tim Gleeson 
James Gilbert 
Sydney Lotterby 




















... Ronnie Barker 
Brian Wilde [not A3 







. Richard Beckinsale [not A5-A6, B4 
. David Jason [B4-B5 







Brian Glover [A1-A2, A6é: 
Ken Jones [A2, A4-A5, BI 
. Christopher Biggins [A2, A6, BI 
.» Tony Osoba [A5, BI, B3-B4} 
Michael Barrington [Al, A5-A6, B3-B4 
Patricia Brake [A6, B2] 
.. Eric Dodson [B1, B4 
. Graham Ashley [A2, BI 
. Paul McDowell [A3 (as Prison Officer), B4-B5 























Uncredited Regulars on Seasons A and B: Rory O'Connor [A2,B!,B3,B6], Douglas Roe 
[A2,B1,B3,B6], Eric Kent [A2,A5,A6,B2,B3,B6], Alf Mangan [A2,B],B2, B3,B6], John Cannon 
[A2,B1,B3,B6], Terry Rendle [A6,B!,B6], Billy Gray [A6,B!,B3,B6], Ron Musgrove [B!,B3], 
Michael Dynan [B1,B2,B5,B6], Reg Lloyd [B|,B3,B6], Fred Reford [B|,B3,B6], George 
Ballantine [B | ,B6], Eddie Connor [B1,B6], Ray Penn [B!,B6], Paul Phillips [B!,B3,B6], Raymond 
Miller [B!,B3, B6], Michael Bryden [B!,B2,B3,B6], Robert Davis [B1,B3,B6] (Prisoners); 
Tony O'Leary [A2,A4-A6,B,B6], Reg Turner [A2,B | ,B3] (Prison Officers); Michael James Peake 
[A2-A3], Al Francis [A2-A3,B6], Roy Murray [A2-A3], Lawrence Ferdinand [A2-A5], Ronald 
Gough [A2,B1], Bill Hughes [A2,B1!,B3,B6], Stuart Myers [A2,B1,B3], James Muir [A2,A5], 
Richard Sheeky [A2,A5], Leslie Bryant [B|,B3], Eric French [B!,B3], Ray Emmins [B1,B3,B6], 
George Richardson [B!,B3,B6], Edward Cogdell [B!,B3], Raymond St Clair [B!,B3], Lional 
Sansby [B | ,B3], Cecil Goldstone [B!,B3], Eden Fox [B1,B3], Franklyn Whytely [B1,B6], Eddie 
Davies [B!,B6], Charlie Gray [B1,B6], Derek Southern [B1,B3,B6], Eddie Le Roy [B3,B6], 
George Ford [B3,B6] (Prisoners/Prisoner Officers) 




















Dick Clement and lan La Frenais 

. Max Harris 
. Sylvia James [AI-A6], Ann Ailes [B|-B6] 
Mary Husband [A|!-A6], Betty Aldiss [B|-Bé6] 
. Jonathan Marshall [A1-A4] 
im Gleeson [A!-2,A5-A6,B1,Sp1], David Chandler [A3,A6], 
Gerry Scott [A4-A5], Jon Pusey [B2-B6] 
«+. Sydney Lotterby 
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Al New Faces, Old Hands 
Medical Officer (John Bennett), Uncredited: Prison Officers (Ronald Musgrove, Edward Cogdell, 


Keith Norrish), Mr Leach (John Beardmore) 


Fle 









c Prison — and Fletcher aims to have a 


p are induct 





Recorded: 5th May 1974; First Broadcast: 5th September 1974 





A2 The Hustler 
Evans (Ray Dunbobbin), Prison Officer (John Quarmby), Uncredited: Prisoners/Prisoner 
Officers (J Cash, Alf Costa, lan Munro, Ricky Lansing, G Mann, John Quarmby, Alan Troy, W 
Jenner, Trevor Wedlock, Ronald Nunnery, Tony Lord, A Parry) 





Gambling letcher organ ilicit 


ade Prison, g 
Recorded: 12th May 1974; First Broadcast: |2th September 1974 
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k Porridge 


Born: 2 February 1932 King of the Teds in Muswell 
Brother: George. Hill. Skilled housebreaker. 
Wife: Isobel; married in National Service: Kuala 
1951 Lumpur, in Stores. 
Children: Ingrid (born 1951), Prison: Maidstone (c 1967), 
Marion (born 1955), Raymond Brixton (twice, briefly; once 
(born 1960) for doing a jewellers in 
Home Address: 107 Southwark), Slade (1974- 
Alexandria Park Crescent, 1977; Five years for impulse 
Muswell Hill, London, NS. steal of a lorry with faulty 
Qualifications: Plastering breaks). || years total. 
diploma from Borstal. Never Likes: Individual fruit pies, 
finished education. Studied chewing gum, pineapple 
carpentry in prison. chunks, whiskey, old films, 
Background: Left school and Friday Night is Music Night, 
robbed a sub-post office off Rita Hayworth, The Sun. 

the North Circular rather Dislikes: People rabbiting, 
than work in a cardboard people snoring, people picking 
box factory. Politically their noses and people reading 
minded in his youth. Was the paper before he does. 


















showcase seven scripts which they could spin off into new series, and 
could be completed after what the BBC hoped would be a third 
season of the successful Whatever Happened to the Likely Lads? 
However, the writers were less keen to commit themselves to this 
sort of project. In addition, they had sold the unused ‘prison’ series 
idea to LWT as Thick as Thieves, and the first season was set to 
début in 1974. 

As 1973 moved on, the BBC decided that of the Seven of One 
pilots, the one it wanted to develop was Prisoner and Escort, which 
was given a repeat broadcast on Tuesday 7 August 1973. Barker was 
initially disappointed, feeling that I’l! Fly You for a Quid was the 
best option, but Gilbert saw itsWelsh gambling scenario as limited; 
he and Wood both liked Prisoner and Escort. It was intended that 
this would now form the first episode of a series following 
Fletcher’s experiences during his first weeks back in prison, with six 
new shows being taped in Spring 1974 for broadcast the following 
autumn. With no better title available, ‘Prisoner and Escort’ 


“it’s about survival. it’s about small victories, like little 
day-to-day triumphs that people need to keep their self-respect.” 


remained the name of the new series, with Lotterby as producer. 

To research the further adventures of Fletcher, the writers visited 
various prisons; having met the Governor of Brixton over a sherry 
at the RAC Club they visited his establishment to spend a day going 
through the admission routine which Fletcher would encounter at 
Her Majesty’s Prison Slade. The duo left feeling very deflated, La 
Frenais describing it as “traumatic... no privacy... claustrophobic”. 
It seemed that the wrong pilot had been chosen for development, 
and they struggled to find an angle that made prison life funny as 
they viewed conditions at Wormwood Scrubs and Wandsworth 
Prison. Lotterby too had his concerns. 
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turning point in the show’s development came about when 
A Gilbert introduced Clement and La Frenais to Jonathan 

Marshall whose book How to Survive in the Nick based _ 
on his own experiences inside was published by Allison and 
Busby in November 1973. Meeting Marshall in Richmond, the 
writers picked up a wide range of prison slang which would 
make their dialogue distinctive, and also learnt how Marshall had 
survived in the penal system by scoring lots of “little victories” 
against the authorities as and when he could. Marshall was brought 
on board as technical adviser for the series, and his comments 
shaped the new scripts away from the original japes envisaged by 
Barker. “It’s not Bilko in prison,” explained Clement. “It’s about 
survival. It’s about small victories, like little day-to-day triumphs 
that people need to keep their self-respect.” As such, the scripts 
would exploit bright incidents in the day-to-day incarceration. 
Fletcher was envisaged as a survivalist, who simply got on with 
making life as tolerable as possible. 

At the outset, the main focus for the series was to have been the 
developing relationship between Fletcher and Barrowclough, 
notably with the former giving the troubled warder useful marital 
advice. The writers saw less potential in the character of Mackay. 
One new character initially planned for three episodes was Lennie 
Godber. A newcomer to prison life, along with the audience, 
Godber could be educated about the penal regime by the 
experienced Fletcher, who could also act as a mentor. This 
character was named after Denny Godber, the writers’ London 
hairdresser, who had an assistant called Lennie. 

The character of Godber became particularly vital in the script 
‘An Evening In’ (latterly A Night In) which Clement recalled being 
written on the floor of a room in the Midland Hotel in 
Manchester, concurrent with the work the writers were doing on 
the new musical Billy in March 1974. This two-hander between 
Fletcher and Godber set almost entirely in their cell was 
something which La Frenais had always wanted to write, having 
had a desire to “write a comedy about two men stuck in a lift”, 
after admiring the two-hander scripts written by Ray Galton and 








Alan Simpson for Hancock’s Half Hour and Steptoe and Son. The 
pair had previously done extended dialogues between Terry and 
Bob in Whatever Happened to the Likely Lads? “We felt it 
important to do one show entirely in the cell, since prison is, after 
all, about being locked in. We also felt it should touch on how 
tough it is, especially for a young prisoner. It ended up as one of 
our favourite episodes,” explained Ian. In comparison, A Day 
Out, in which Fletch joins a workparty on the moors, was written 
purely because the duo felt that they could not remain within the 
confines of Slade for the whole season, and as such they feel it 
worked less well. 


The hapless Mr Barrowclough (Brian Wilde) ‘out-gunned’ by 









he recurrent theme of the early shows, which covered 

Fletcher’s first six weeks at Slade between New Year and 

mid-February, was how to survive within the system, with 
Fletch acting like a mentor to the young Godber and the hot- 
headed McLaren while always trying to make life a bit easier for 
himself, New Faces, Old Hands set the scene for the series, covering 
prison life and seeing Fletcher already attempting to land himself a 
cushy job and a single cell... only to get a post mucking out the 
Governor’s pigs and billeting with the slow-thinking Cyril Heslop 
and the light-bulb devouring Evans. The Hustler had elements of 
the Bilko-style gambling scams which Barker must have had in 
mind, although even these were geared towards Fletcher’s goal of a 
single cell. Unfortunately, this solitude is promptly lost with 
Godber’s arrival in A Night In, which also filled in a lot of 
background for the two characters. Fletcher continued to work the 
system in A Day Out (with a visit to a local pub), Men Without 
Women (a compassionate weekend at home) and Ways and Means 
(using the anger of McLaren to benefit both the Scot and himself). 
Men Without Women was again a poignant episode as Fletcher 
reflects that he is now a father figure in the nick, and how maybe 
the time has come for him to stop going inside. 

Since Seven of One, Barker had done another run of The Two 
Ronnies from September to December 1973, an appearance on a 
Lulu show and in February 1974 recorded Franklyn and Johnny, a 
Comedy Playhouse pilot in which he co-starred with Geoffrey 
Bayldon as two old rivals reunited at a funeral. The cast of 
‘Prisoner and Escort’ were booked for an April start in January/ 
February, although the role of the Brummie Godber was left open 
until late in the day. For this part, Barker suggested Birmingham- 
born Paul Henry, whom he had worked with on stage in Gilbert’s 
musical Good Time Johriny. However, Lotterby was keen to hire a 
young actor called Richard Beckinsale who had starred as Geoffrey 
in the popular Granada sitcom The Lovers from 1970 to 1971. 
Viewing a tape of The Lovers, Barker agreed to go with Lotterby’s 
instinct, and Beckinsale was contracted for Episodes 2 to 4 as 
Lennie on Friday 29 March. 

The show was still called ‘Prisoner and Escort’, a meaningless 
title for the new episodes. In 1976, Barker recalled that ‘Bird’ and 
‘Stir’ were discussed as unsatisfactory replacement names: “Then 
one night, I awoke out of a deep sleep and thought Porridge! Next 
day I drove to tell the producer and, soon after I got there, the 
door opened and Ian La Frenais burst in. ‘We’ve got the title,’ he 


said. ‘Porridge’. 





Since the Home Office had refused Lotterby permission to 

shoot in or even outside active prisons, the establishing 
shots of HMP Slade as seen in the titles were filmed at St Albans’ 
Prison (then used as a Highway Department depot) with the close- 
ups of all the cell doors being locked done at Shepherd’s Bush 
police station, For the prison yard and grounds, a grim-looking 
Victorian psychiatric hospital near Watford was pressed into service 
for the initial work. In the second week, the water tank at Ealing 
Television Film Studios had been transformed into the multi-level 
set of Slade’s Association Area by designer Tim Gleeson. There was 
also shooting for Men Without Women conducted in Muswell Hill 


a 7 2 —————— | 


T wo weeks’ filming on the series began on Tuesday 16 April. 


Nia 


Fletch and Godber (Richard Beckinsale) 


The Episodes continued 


A3 A Night In 


Godber is transferred to Fletcher’s cell —and that night the two discuss life, love and the 
star of ‘The Virgin and the Vicar’. 
Recorded: 19th May 1974; First Broadcast: 19th September 1974 


A4 A Day Out 

Navyrum (Paul Angelis), Dylan (Philip Jackson), Vicar (Robert Gillespie), Verger (John 
Rutland), Scrounger (Johnny Wade), Chief Prison Officer (Arnold Peters), Landlord (Ralph 
Watson), Nurse (Peggy Mason), Uncredited: Prison Officers/Driver (John Delieu, Colin 
Hamilton), Customers (Jack Walsh, George Ford) 

Fletcher and Godber get a day out as part 6fa team to dig drains for the council on the 
remote Cumberland moors. 

Recorded: 9th June 1974; First Broadcast: 26th September 1974 


AS Ways and Means 

Uncredited: Prisoners (Perry Judge, Denis Hayward, John Dryden, John Jamieson, Barry 
Summerford), Stunt Doubles for Fletcher and McLaren (Derek Ware, Marc Boyle), Prisoners/ 
Prison Officers/Ambulance Men/Firemen (Barry Craine, Richard B Andrews, Desmond Cullum 
Jones, Robert Watson, Scott Turner, Stephen Caine, Ken Tracey, Roy Brent) 

Fletcher tries to persuade the fiery McLaren that he should curb his violent outbursts — 
and McLaren takes to the roof... 

Recorded: 20th September 1974; First Broadcast: 3rd October 1974 


AG Men Without Women 

Isobel (June Ellis), Tolly (Emlyn Price), Sergeant Price (Royston Tickner), Elaine (Rosalind 
Elliot), Norma (Susan Littler), Iris (Andonia Katsaros), Trevor (Danald Groves), Uncredited: 
Wives (Val McCrimmon, Pat Dooley, Jean Price-Hughes, Carrie Lambert, Jane Francis, Lisa 
Wood, Rosemarie Reeves & Baby), Prisoner (Philip Howard), Driver (Michael Perrin) 
Although Fletcher dispenses marital advice to his fellow inmates, it seems his own marriage 
is at breaking point. 

Recorded: 29th September 1974; First Broadcast: 10th October 1974 


Bi Just Desserts i 

Mr Birchwood (John Rudling), Uncredited: Gay Gordon (Felix Bowness), Prison Officer 
(Peter Roy), Prisoners/Prison Officers (Tony Hayes, Barney Carroll, Louis Robert) 

Fletcher is not best pleased to discover that a tin of pineapple chunks which he had been 
looking forward to eating has been stolen from his cell. 

Recorded: 4th May 1975; First Broadcast: 24th October 1975 


B2 Heartbreak Hotel 

Mrs Godber (Maggie Flint)* 

Uncredited: Radio Voice (David Hamilton), Men Visitors (Bob Raymond, Franklin Arbisman), 
Lady Visitors (Louise Roberts, Sylvia Lane, Audrey Searle, Diane Holt, Val McCrimmon) 

* Also Jackdaw (Cyril Shaps) cut from finished programme 

Godber’s behaviour is unsettled when he receives a letter from Denise with some 
bad news... 

Recorded: | Ith May 1975; First Broadcast: 31st October 1975 


B3 Disturbing the Peace 
Mr Wainwright (Peter Jeffrey), Williams (Philip Madoc), Secretary (Madge Hindle) 


Uncredited: Prisoners/Prison Officers (Victor Croxford, Michael Mungarvan, David Wilde, 
Jimmy Mac, Kenny Whymark, Bill Lodge, Charles Rayford, Alan Maurice, Eric Lindsay) 
Slade’s inmates are delighted when Mackay is sent on a course, but less than happy with 
his replacement: Napper Wainwright. 

Recorded: 18th May 1975; First Broadcast: 7th November 1975 


B4 No Peace for the Wicked 
Prison Visitors (Ivor Roberts, Barbara New, Geoffrey Greenhill), Vicar (Tony Aitken) 


All Fletcher wants is a quiet Saturday afternoon in his cell with a mug of tea and a 


j Magazine. But he won't get it... 


Recorded: 15th June 1975; First Broadcast: |4th November 1975 


BS Happy Release 

Norris (Collin Farrell), Medical Officer (Terence Soall), Uncredited: Orderly (Norman 
Rochester), Radio Announcer (Bryan Martin), Prison Officer (Mike Culling) 

Hospitalized with a broken ankle, Fletcher pits his wits against Norris who has taken 
advantage of Old Blanco. 

Recorded: 8th June 1975; First Broadcast: 21 November 1975 


BG The Harder They Fall 

Jackdaw (Cyril Shaps), PTI (Roy Samson), Uncredited: Crusher (John Dair), Prisoners (Danny 
Lyons, Larry Ricketts), Prisoners/Prison Officers (D Lyons, Roy Reeves, R Whitley, Patrick 
Milner, Willie Bowman, L Wright, Miles Fothergill, Ken Tracey, Ken Norris, Laurie Goode) 
Godber is delighted when he makes the boxing team, but then ‘Genial’ Harry Grout 
tells Fletcher that Godber must lose. 

Recorded: Ist June 1975; First Broadcast: 28 November 1975 



















Born: 1951 Qualifications: Junior School in 
Wife: Ingrid Fletcher; married. 1959. ‘O’ Level in Geography. 
in 1977 Studied Woodwork, Arts, 
Background: Deprived Crafts, Pottery, ‘O’ Level 
childhood. Father left home. Spanish and ‘O’ Level History 
Other family consists of Aunty at Slade 

Vi, Uncle Donald, Uncle Les Prison: Slade (1974-1977; Two 
and Aunty Con, Aunty Ritain years breaking and entering a 
Newport Pagnall and Cousin big house in Sutton Coldfield). 
Rita in Walsall. Engaged to Likes: Boxing, Kojak, Rosko’s 
Denise Shorter until 1974. Round Table 

First offender. Dislikes: Tea, Chinese Food. 








around Fortis Green Avenue. In the meantime, it was confirmed 
that Godber would also appear in A Day Out, with Beckinsale 
booked in late April. 

Also included in the line-up for the early episodes were bald 
Northerner Brian Glover (who had made his mark in the film Kes) 
as the rather dense Heslop, Ken Jones (who had starred in 
Granada’s prison sitcom Her Majesty’s Pleasure) as the weasly 
*Orrible Ives, Christopher Biggins as the maternal homosexual cook 
Lukewarm and, on the side of authority, Michael Barrington (who 
had been the governor in later episodes of Her Majesty’s Pleasure) 
as the ineffectual, animal-loving governor Geoffrey Venables. 
Several of the one-off guest cast would later return as their roles 
were developed further; Tony Osoba went from working on 
Churchill’s People to take on the mantle of hot-headed ‘Black Jock’ 
McLaren in Ways and Means, while Sam Kelly, whom Lotterby had 
used in an episode of The Liver Birds, was cast as the dyslexic 
Warren in Men Without Women. In the same show, Patricia Brake 
appeared as Ingrid, Fletcher’s shapely gum-chewing daughter, after 
she was recommended to Lotterby by make-up artist Ann Ailes. 
The series’ distinctive jaunty closing theme tune was composed by 
Max Harris as a Cockney music hall melody; Harris also conducted 
the 10 musicians who recorded the theme. 

Rehearsals for studio recording began on Monday 29 April; 
these would generally run from Tuesday to Friday with Saturday in 
studio for camera rehearsals and then the actual recording on 
Sunday evening between 8pm and 9.30pm. Mackay in particular 
was a perfectionist, rehearsing his finely timed moves over and 
over again. Clement himself did the warm up for New Faces, Old 
Hands taped in TC4 on Sunday 5 May; this recording went well 
and the show was well received. To get the audience to relax, 
Barker had a technique of deliberately fluffing his lines in the first 
few minutes, blowing a raspberry, apologising to those present, and 
then continuing... having now broken the ice. The studio 
recordings for the series ran very smoothly as La Frenais 
remembered: “We'd record the programme... Eight o’clock... 
and be in the bar by 9.15.” 

Taping progressed with The Hustler and A Night In in TC6; for 
this third episode, set in the confines of the prison cell, Lotterby 
recorded some sequences again at the end of the evening with the 
fourth wall at the front of the set in place, and the cameras now 
getting different angles on Barker and Beckinsale from what was 
usually the rear of the set. Barker was delighted with A Night In, 





feeling that the humour was more potent when concentrating on 
.« the’ situations endemic to a jail. However, a major problem was 
just around the corner. 

Industrial unrest had been growing at the BBC and a scenery 
shifters’ strike broke in late May. Porridge was one of the casualties, 
with the planned recording of Men Without Women on Sunday 26 
May forcibly abandoned. However, location filming was still 
possible and so the following week was spent shooting sequences 
for the last two episodes. More work at Ealing took place from 
Monday 27, with the crew then travelling over to Merthyr Tydfil in 
Wales to film the drain digging, church and village scenes (done 
outside the Lamb Inn on Castle Street) for A Day Out. In the 
meantime, Thick as Thieves, starring John Thaw and Bob Hoskins, 
began broadcasting on ITV on Saturday 1 June, but failed to make 
much of an impact on the ratings. “Something about ITV,” 
commented Clement years later, “they don’t do the sitcom stuff.” 

A Day Out resumed recording in TC4 as planned at the start of 
June but further industrial unrest meant that the final recording, 
Ways and Means, was also dropped into limbo from its scheduled 
taping on Sunday 16 June. Since the BBC still wanted Porridge as a 
major part of its Autumn schedule, plans were made to remount the 
two shows when the cast were available. In August, Ways and 
Means and Men Without Women were rescheduled for taping in late 
September, after the series had started on air. 

‘Have you seen this man?’ asked the Radio Times as it splashed a 
genuine photofit of Fletcher’s features across its cover to launch the 
BBC1 Autumn Season at the end of August. Inside, Clement and La 
Frenais discussed the writing of Porridge, Thick as Thieves and the 
fact that Billy was now a hit in Drury Lane. Porridge ran on BBC1 at 
8.30pm on Thursday nights from 5 September 1974, and found 
itself in opposition to The Inheritors or This Week on a strike- 
plagued ITV. Certainly the reaction from Stanley Reynolds in The 
Times the morning after New Faces, Old Hands went out was 
encouraging: ‘Porridge is funny, extremely funny, a comedy of 
character-playing and of rapid one-liners and knockabout situations’. 

While the first shows were going out, the cast of the two 
abandoned episodes reassembled and recorded the seventh and fifth 
episodes in TC6 and TC8 respectively, just a couple of weeks ahead 
of transmission. When Men Without Women concluded production, 
Barker issued silver tankards inscribed ‘Slade Prison, 1974’ to the 
regular cast and crew from the series. 

By October, Barker was in Marseilles filming for the next run of 
The Two Ronnies (which would occupy him through to February 
1975), but the ratings for Porridge were now in and it was a major 
success. All the shows ranked in the TV chart Top 20, with A Day 
Out being the most watched programme of the week. The BBC’s 
research showed that just over 16 million people had seen New 
Faces, Old Hands and the series had sustained an average audience 
of just over 14 million. Furthermore, the appreciation scores were 
exceptionally high, peaking at 75 for Men Without Women and 
comparing very favourably with reruns of classics such as Steptoe 
and Son later the same evening. Notably, the poorest reaction had 
come from Clement and La Frenais’s beloved A Night In. A report 
on New Faces, Old Hands on 23 September has comments like “If 
all the episodes are like this one, this is a smash hit” and “I wasn’t 
prepared to enjoy it, but found myself laughing throughout”, while 
views collated about Men Without Women on 28 October included, 
“Ronnie Barker was brilliant; we must have more of this series” 
and “The funniest script and acting of any situation comedy; please 
bring it back!” 





ahead with more editions of Porridge and provisionally 

scheduled a second season to run up to a Christmas special 
in December 1975. As such, the Playhouse project for Clement and 
La Frenais was abandoned; with only one of the seven scripts 
delivered, the remaining Playhouse commissions were switched to 
form the next six scripts for Porridge in late November 1974. The 
BBC and Paradine Productions were also looking at overseas sales 
including America, only to discover in December that the USA 
rights had been withheld by Clement and La Frenais’s agents, 
allowing the writers to exploit the scripts themselves in these 
territories. Indeed, the writers were already establishing homes in 
California where they hoped to have another crack at the movie 
market while writing the new BBC scripts. 

Porridge featured in the BBC show Top of the Year at the end of 

1974, and as The Two Ronnies began broadcasting in the New Year, 
the crew were contracted for the new episodes of Porridge while 


ae nowing it had a hit on its hands, the BBC was keen to push 
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the first season was repeated in the powerful slot of 8.30pm on 
Fridays from 21 February. Since his first few episodes, Beckinsale had 
recorded The Floater for Play for Today and had appeared 
prominently as Alan in the Yorkshire TV sitcom Rising Damp which 
had débuted in December 1974; for the new season of Porridge, he 
was booked initially for three shows as Godber. And in March, A 
Night In was one of the winners at the British Screen Awards. 

Writing from across the Atlantic, the second season was to see 
some of Clement and La Frenais’s favourite scripts such as Just 
Desserts, a skilful piece which revolves around the trivial event of a 
tin of pineapple chunks being stolen from Fletcher’s cell, and the 
confusion which this escalates into. The Harder They Fall about 
Godber being forced to take a dive in a boxing match which meant 
a lot to him was another favourite. After various references in the 
first season, two characters now appeared on screen. The ruthless 
‘Napper’ Wainwright would deputize for Mackay in Disturbing the 
Peace while ‘Genial’ Harry Grout, the major league criminal who 
runs his crooked empire and all prison rackets from a luxurious 
cell, made his début in The Harder They Fall. Lotterby was 
particularly pleased with the character of Grout, a threat for Fletch 
from among the ranks of the convicts. However, one character with 
less to do was Barrowclough. The positive reaction of the audience 
to the more acidic comments from the hardened Mackay led the 





Fletcher, king of his, er, cell... 





writers to devote more dialogue to banter between the 
Scots ‘screw’ and Fletch. In comparison, Wilde 
x ) — was to find that for The Harder They Fall, he 
/ would appear only briefly in one film sequence 
and not be required in studio. 

Of the other scripts, Heartbreak Hotel 
centred around Godber; he learns that his 
fiancée, Denise Shorter, has married another man, 

and a friendship starts to bloom between him and 
Ingrid. No Peace for the Wicked again featured a 
simple central theme, that of Fletcher wanting to 
spend a quiet afternoon relaxing in his cell. Happy 
Release focused on the character of the elderly 
inmate ‘Blanco’ Webb, who had appeared briefly in 
No Peace for the Wicked, and which offered dialogue 
that was thick and fast with jokes. Fletcher was now 
becoming even more of a legendary figure at Slade, 
able to manipulate the prison officers, authorities and 
other prisoners to his advantage. 
Pre-filming started on Monday 21 April with work at 
Ealing for many of the Slade sequences over the next week or so. 
There were some minor changes made for the new shows; the 
slight scar on Fletcher’s face effectively vanished and Beckinsale, 
who had been struggling with a Birmingham accent in the first 
season, modified his delivery into his native Nottingham tones for 
the new episodes. Studio recordings began on Sunday 4 May with 
Just Desserts in TC8 and continued with Heartbreak Hotel (in 
TC8) and Disturbing the Peace in TC4 before breaking for another 
week of filming from Monday 19 May, much of which focused on 
The Harder They Fall. There was also a visit to Queens Park 
Rangers’ ground at Loftus Road which doubled for Leeds United’s 
Elland Road in the punchline of Happy Release. 
The last three episodes were taped by Sunday 15 June in TC8 
(The Harder They Fall and No Peace for the Wicked) and TC6 
(Happy Release). In the first of these, Peter Vaughn first assumed 
the persona of Harry Grout, while for the last two shows, Barker 
recommended that the part of the elderly Blanco should be given to 
David Jason. Jason was a young actor Barker had worked with on 
previous series for ITV as well as the Open All Hours pilot and 
who had played the elderly Dithers in His Lordship Entertains. 
There was then a break of a few weeks for Beckinsale before he 
started recording the second season of Rising Damp. 
Fletcher had only served two years of his current stint of 
Porridge and was already a major success. And with the second 
season ‘in the can’ ready for the Autumn season, Clement and La 
Frenais were already thinking of new arenas for the incidents in the 
life of Slade’s most loved and respected inmate. fA 
More on Porridge and its sequel Going Straight next month... 
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Back on Saturday nights, and with a new lead actor, it seemed like 
the series could recapture the public’s imagination. But all was 
not well during Season Twenty-Iwo, as Benjamin Cook discovers... 


j ay I cut to the chase? 
) Basically, I love Season 
Twenty-Two. Not in the 
way that I love my cocker 
By) spaniel, or my girlfriend, 
Ns or Smartie McFlurries, 
a EB but in the way that I love 
Fifteen to One, Christmas crackers, my 
oldest pair of boxers, and the smell of 
surgical spirit. I know I shouldn’t love it, 
but I do. I can’t help myself. 
Season Twenty-Iwo is the most hated and 
heavily-lambasted period of the entire run 
of Doctor Who. The criticisms range from 
‘continuity-laden’ and ‘gratuitously violent’ 
to ‘poorly-realized’, ‘nonsensical’ and, 
more succinctly, ‘bollocks’. If truth be told, 
Season Twenty-Two is none of these things. 
Well, not often. Please, hear me out... 
Nineteen-eighties Doctor Who has been 
much condemned for relying excessively on 
its own mythology. In the eyes of many 
fans, Attack of the Cybermen, the season 
opener, epitomizes a television institution 








disappearing up its own fundament, 
suffocating under the weight of needless 
continuity. It shamelessly weaves in * 
elements from practically every previous 
Cyberman serial, not to mention the 
preceding season’s Dalek adventure and the 
show’s very first episode. A well-handled 
story arc is one thing. Heavy-handed 
‘fanwank’ is quite another — irritating, 
alienating, unnecessary. Attack of the 


This saw the show return to Saturday nights 
for the first time in four years, and a format 
change to 45-minute instalments, replacing the 
25-minute episodes that (barring one feature- 
length edition) had been the norm for every 
previous edition 

Colin Baker’s Doctor immediately faced the 
Cybermen in Attack of the Cybermen, which 
also saw a surprise return for Lytton (from the 
































Cybermen is often cited as the perfect 
example of backwards-looking, 
continuity-laden Doctor Who. 

But I disagree. Take just one instance. As 
anod to 1967’s The Tomb of the 
Cybermen, made almost two decades 
earlier, Michael Kilgarriff was asked to 
reprise his role as the Cybercontroller. 
Unwarranted continuity? Well, no. 

Inevitably, Kilgarriff had aged. He’d 


previous year's Resurrection of the Daleks). 
New foes came in the form of Sil (Vengeance 
on Varos) and the Rani (The Mark of the Rani), 
but the Sontarans were back in the Robert 
Holmes-scripted The Two Doctors, which also 
featured guest spots from Patrick Troughton 
and Frazer Hines, re-creating their roles as the 
second Doctor and Jamie. Blake’s 7 regulars 
were also in vogue, with Jacqueline Pearce 
(The Two Doctors) and Paul Darrow (Timelash) 
taking guest spots. 

Meanwhile, Davros and the Daleks were 
back again in the darkly-comic season finale 


TW ZONE ISSUE 169 
38 








developed in all sorts of directions, leading 
him to be cruelly but justifiably dubbed the 
‘Fat Controller’ by the kind of fan who 
finds that sort of thing amusing. However, 
this Cyber-expansion was entirely 
appropriate. More so, it’s inspired. I ask 
you, what other television programme 
would be brave enough and original 
enough and charming enough to show that, 
yes, even monsters hell-bent on universal 
domination are susceptible to middle-age 
spread? It reminds us that the Cybermen 
were once only Human, that they’re not as 
unlike us as we like to think. The second 
most popular and feared villains in all of 
Outer Space have beer bellies! I make no 
apologies for finding that completely 


.terrifying and very, very lovely. Innovation 


and nostalgia working together. That’s 
typical of Season Twenty-Iwo. 

The criticism that the season is also 
gratuitously violent is unreasonable. The 
infamous acid bath incident in Vengeance 
on Varos is given as an example of 
gratuitous violence by people who’ve never 
seen the serial — or else they’d know that, 
far from the Doctor showing no remorse 
after intentionally drowning an innocent 
man in acid, the Doctor accidentally 
drowns an innocent man in acid and then 
shows no remorse... which is a completely 
different kettle of gumblejacks, isn’t it? 

Okay, maybe not. But the watchdog 
bodies did rather miss the point when they 
condemned Vengeance on Varos for 
promoting exactly the kinds of television 
violence that it was parodying. You see, 
Vengeance on Varos is self-aware, 
thoughtful and thought-provoking. That’s 
typical of Season Twenty-Two. 

And what of The Mark of the Rani? The 
trees are made of plastic and the actors 
made of wood! Sorry, that’s cruel. Actually, 
I’m amongst a small and select group of 
people who believe that The Mark of the 
Rani is one of the finest, most beautifully 
realized Doctor Who serials ever. I’m not 
alone. There are others, I swear — other 
people who think like I do. We’re an 
exclusive group, with our own secret 
handshake and a self-satisfied smile, but we 
know — we just know — that The Mark of 
the Rani is how Doctor Who should be: 





Revelation of the Daleks. Season. Twenty-Two 
had ended with the same main cast, 

script editor and producer it had , 

started with — the first time this 

had happened for several years. f =» 
But as BBC! controller Michael « 
Grade announced he was 4 
cancelling the series in 
February 1985, any 
feelings of stability 
on the show 
were instantly 
removed. 
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perfectly plotted, marvellously directed and 
superbly acted, with exquisitely overblown 
dialogue (“Fortuitous would be a more 
apposite epithet!”) and a sixth Doctor at 
last acting more like the Doctor and less 
like a drug-addled, schizophrenic clown. 
And isn’t the banter between the Master 
and the Rani (“You don’t get out much, do 
you?”) the loveliest thing ever? Even the 
plastic tree doesn’t look quite so plastic if 
you squint. The Mark of the Rani looks and 
feels near-as-damn-it perfect. That’s typical 
of Season Twenty-Two. 

| ext up: The Two Doctors. The two 
principal stars are, of course, Peri’s 
breasts — ably supported by Peri 
herself in the skimpiest of skimpy outfits. 
These twin companions of the Doctor are 
but two of many ingredients that make The 
Two Doctors so wonderfully watchable. If 
you're looking for a plot, don’t bother. 
There isn’t one. It would have over-egged 
the pudding. Who needs a plot when you 
have a lavish Spanish location, Sontarans 
that resemble Walnut Whips, Jacqueline 
Pearce devouring the scenery and two 
Doctors and their respective companions? 
The Two Doctors looks lovely from every 
angle, and it’s tremendous fun. That’s 
typical of Season Twenty-Two. 

Now, Timelash is not typical of Season 
‘Twenty-Two. It shouldn’t be there. It 
belongs to an altogether inferior season. I’d 
never dared sit through Timelash in its 
entirety before now, but I thought I'd 
better try again in preparation for this 
article, I'm pleased to report that Timelash 
did not disappoint. It’s every bit as banal 
as its reputation. It has a piss-poor script, 
atrocious guest actors, appalling direction, 
shoddy sets, terrible incidental music and, 
with the exception of the brilliantly- 
realized Borad monster, non-existent 





Touch-up on Telos in Attack of the Cybermen 





production values. Colin Baker battles on 
bravely, but even he cannot save the worst 
Doctor Who story ever. That “Timelash’ 
is an anagram of ‘lame shit’ has long been 
a source of hilarity for the kind of fan 
who finds ‘Fat Controller’ an apposite 
epithet. It isn’t apposite. It’s unfortunate. 
Which is also my excuse for Timelash. 

On the other hand, Revelation of the 
Daleks is what dreams are made of. Who 
cares that the Doctor is hardly in it? This is 
the best Dalek story for years! The Daleks are 
genuinely creepy like Daleks should be. For 
the first time ever, Davros is presented as a 
multifaceted, deliciously nasty piece of work, 
with a great sense of humour, a smart sense 
of logic and very almost plausible 
motivations. Until the Doctor gets involved 
(about 10 minutes from the end), Davros is 
well on his way to solving the universe’s food 
shortages — and using healthier ingredients 
than most Burger King restaurants. Even if 





Kate O'Mara as the Rani 
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Davros - ‘intergalactic Jeremy Beadle’? 

























that doesn’t float your boat, you have to 
respect a baddie who lures our Time Lord 
hero halfway across the galaxy just to drop a 
polystyrene statue full of fake blood on his 
head! If I were Davros and Colin Baker were 
the Doctor, that’s exactly what I’'d do, no 
mistake, He’s like an intergalactic Jeremy 
Beadle and much better looking. It may be 
silly, but it suits him. Davros and the Daleks 
have rarely been so eerily enchanting. 

In fact, Revelation of the Daleks is 
typical of Season Twenty-Two — ambitious, 
intelligent, creative, funny and, above all, 
immensely entertaining. Except for 
Timelash, obviously. When Doctor Who 
returns to BBC1 in 2005, I hope it’s not 
entirely unlike Season Twenty-Iwo. If 
Russell T Davies thinks he can get away with 
sleek Cybermen, plots that make sense, 
genuinely wooden trees and monsters that 
don’t look like Walnut Whips... well, he 
has another thing coming. f~ 





Nabil Shaban as Sil 





*ve just bought a new mobile 
phone. It’s an ugly, stubby little 
thing, not nearly as nice as my last 
one, but it was cheap and it does 
what I want, so I’m not 
complaining. Had I wanted 
something flash, I could have paid 
an extra £200 and got especially irritating 
polyphonic ring tones to annoy people on 
trains, or something metallic, shiny and 
little bigger than half the palm of my hand. 
I just wanted something that I could set to 
silent and vibrate, so that I could leave it on 
my desk at work and not annoy those 
around me. As a plus, its black background 
and silver buttons means that it’s not at all 
unlike a black Dalek. Which is co: 

Mobile phones are a very Sci-Fi device, 
and in more ways than one. The flip-top 
phones are irresistibly reminiscent of 
Captain Kirk’s communicator from Star 
Trek, and that’s no coincidence at all. You 
can play at unclipping it from your belt, 
opening it up and saying things like ‘Go 
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ahead, Enterp: Il day, and the 
manufacturers want you to — that’s 
designed them that way. Executive toy 
mobiles may not be any m y 
We all love gadgets, and I'd love a Star Trek 
communicator the same way that it’s kind of 
cool that my asthma inhaler looks like a 
PPG from Babylon 5, the same way it v 
kind of cool when I was eight that my dad’s 
tape measure looked just like the transmat 
gizmo from Doctor Who’s The Five Doctors. 
I like the idea of having a phone that 
looks like a Star Trek communicator, and 
‘0 telling me that you don’t too, 
because I simply won’t believe you. It’s a 
minor design icon, and even if you’re not a 
big original Trek fan you’re probably 
familiar with the shape of the thing, just as 
you are with the design of the Enterprise. 
To a lesser extent, this knowledge has 
percolated down to the man on the street, 
too. I’m not daft enough to say that phone 
manufacturers have deliberately styled the 
phones on original Trek’s communicator 
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Continuing our search for the answers to Cult Television’s Ultimate Questions 
This issue, Gareth Wigmore looks at the growing use of mobile phones on 
TV and asks how we might communicate with each other in the future... 


the flip-top device is an obvious way of 
folding the phone in half, meaning that it’s 
smaller and thus perceived as more 
attractive — but it’s a happy coincidence, 
and one that they’re keen to exploit. That 
said, the phone manufacturers are probably 

tly the sort of geeks who'd say, “Hey! 
Wouldn’t it be cool if we built a phone that 
looked like a Star Trek communicator!”, so 
round we go in les. Incidentally, if the 

gner of the Trek communicator is sti 
alive (original pilot 7 
master, Jack Briggs, perhaps, or may 

i t directors, Pato Guzman and Fr 


the back for designing something with such 
uncanny prescience. 

Use of mobiles themselves in the 
programmes that we all watch is often a 
little limited. In the case of 
Opera, tha ing — there 
probably more than a patch or two of 
limited reception in the Delphic Expanse or 
on the other side of Tarn-Vedra. But even 
the Earth-based contemporary series have 
largely shown a certain unwillingness to use 
them too much. Angel had a stab at it, 
letting loose a slew of old dog/new tricks 
gags about the 200- 
having much luck at 


ampire not 
sing the cutting 
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f technology. Buffy The Vampire Slayer 


| belatedly had a go in its final year as well, 


but we didn’t see much of the Summers 
sisters’ matching handsets after the first 
episode of the season. Anyway, Willow’s 
ability to link all the Scooby Gang 
telepathically saves all those arguments 
about lack of signal and, presumably, does 
not incur a line rental charge. 

Probably the real reason for th 
reluctance to use mobiles in Ameri 
is that they haven’t reached anything like 
the saturation point in general society in 
America that they have in Britain. Market 
penetration, which I take it means the 











Searching for the 


percentage of the population who have a 
mobile, is a measly 48% in America, 
compared to Britain’s 83%, so they are 
only just getting to the status of an 
everyday object. There’s probably another 
reason, too ~ they hamper storytelling, 
because they make communication too 
easy. Imagine that Piper Halliwell from 
Charmed is in dire trouble and all alone, 
facing a terrible problem. Her sisters are 
miles away. No problem — she just flips out 
her cellphone and gets them to come and 
help her out. There are only so many times 
as an audience that we will buy get-out 
clauses like not being able to get reception, 
the battery being run down or, worse still, 
someone saying, ‘Damn, I left my phone on 
the kitchen table’. 
Of course, the one Sci-Fi programme to 
really embrace the mobile phone 
phenomenon was The X-Files, which fell in 
love with the device in the early 1990s. 
When PhD students write cultural histories 
of the mobile phone for their theses (they 
may have already started: I would direct 














GREAT TXT MESSAGES IN 
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them also to many of the lyrics of the Super 
Furry Animals), I am convinced that The 
X-Files will be a useful reference point for 


Hl Bull, backfromdead and in town, 
Was | evil? Hell sucks. B good to see 










swrd? Luv A. 


| From: CRICHTON. To: MOYA. 
Alla mistake — not dead at all. Back 
in | piece, me and Aeyrn need 
Cap scene We See redding 2 


PPIs 


usoon - bit hazy — did u kill me with 





THE HISTORY 


Star Trek - TNE - 
early Season Four ; 
From: J-L PICARD. To: BROTHER. 
Sorry not been in touch for while 
= tkn over by alien cyborgs (thse 
thngs hppn). Need pce&qt. Mnd 





them. In the show’s first seasons, Mulder 
and Scully’s mobiles are, by modern 
standards, brick-like museum pieces. By 


|. the ninth season, Scully, Doggett and 


Reyes all tout standard FBI-issue sleek 
little flip-top cellphones about two-thirds 
smaller. You can practically see the phones 
evolving on screen. For The X-Files, the 
use of mobiles aided the storytelling rather 
than detracted from it, emphasizing the 
characters’ independent-mindedness and 
the fact that no one else in the FBI had a 
clue what Mulder and Scully were up to, 
or really cared — provided that they didn’t 
go over budget. 

T recently learned that in Finland a 
mobile is called a ‘kanny’, meaning 
“extension of the hand’. Its an idea that 
conjures up the nightmarish image of 
Cybermen-style grafting of mobile 
technology under the skin, which is not so 
many years away, I’d reckon. What’s more 
— oh, here I go enhancing my reputation as 
a lefty again —I don’t think I’m in the 
realm of Sci-Fi when I say that it’ll be big 


OF SCI-FI 


We got problems out here. Any folk 
listening, we need a mite o’ help or 
Serenity’s goin’ off- <MESSAGE 
TERMINATED> 






if come 2 stay? How is vineyard? 


Dr Whe: Pyramids of Mars 
From: SUTEKH. To: ADRESS BK. 
When I get out of here will have the 
lot of u. I kno u paralysed me but hy 
found mystrius dsmbdied Human 


hand to txt for me. Rise me or I shall 
spred gift of death thru out all life! 


Angel - jate Season Faree 
From: WESLEY. To: FATHER. 










Hi Dad. Can I come home 4 a wk or 
22 LA not wking out 4 me (kidnapd 
friends baby, lost baby in othr 


dimnsion, friend tried murder, other 
friends not talking). Have hurt neck. 
















Enterprise ~ Season One 
From: TRAVIS. To: MOM&DAD. 
Hi M&D. Going great here. Ship is 
nice. Cptn Archer is really nice. 
Everyone nice. | am nice 2. Nt sure 

U getting this. Any! there? Any? 


From: JAN. To: WIGMORE 
Enuf txts alrdy. Joke’s a joke 
but evry! is bored now. 
Stop! 











“Why can’t I get a signal on this blasted thing 











corporations wanting to keep an eye on 
their staff that exploit the idea first, after 
the military, of course. Anyway, both the 
image and the Finnish word reminded me 
of the com-links in Babylon 5, thin little 
strips of metal that were stuck to the back 
of the characters’ hands. 

I once heard a story, probably 
apocryphal, that J Michael Straczynski, the 
creator of Babylon 5, received a letter from 
a viewer telling him that the com-links made 
the show ridiculous: Star Trek: The Next 
Generation had proved conclusively that 
people in the future would speak to each 
other long-range via chest-mounted 
communicators — something, interestingly, 
with which Farscape seemed to concur. Next 
Gen’s little com-badges certainly seemed a 
bit more advanced than the original Trek’s 
handheld communicators, although I often 
wondered quite how they worked (don’t 
worry, I know they didn’t work at all really, 
but forgive my mind for wandering). They 
seemed to be almost telepathic. Say Riker 
was responding to a call from Picard. He 
wouldn’t have to end the call with a slap of 
his badge — he could just carry on talking to 
the people around him — so the badge must 
terminate the call automatically based on 
the context of the conversation. That 
means that the badge is listening, all the 
time. I find that creepy. I mean, I love the 
functionality of my black Dalek of a 
mobile, the things it lets me do, the time it 





saves me, the people it puts me in touch 
with, but I don’t want it listening to me the 
whole time. That means that it could report 
its findings to someone else, couldn’t it? 

Okay, okay, so I’m being paranoid. I 
enjoy it. Sorry. But mobiles can already do 
so much, Mine’s not just a telephone — it 
renders several other objects in my daily 
life redundant. It’s a clock, so off goes my 
wristwatch. Better than that, it’s an alarm 
clock. It lets me play games, and it’s got a 
calculator on it. I could download music on 
it if I knew how, and if ’'d bought a better 
one, it’d sound pretty good. It lets me send 
text messages to people, and to subscribe to 
information services telling me sports 
results, news stories, and, in some 
alternative reality where I need them, stock 
and share movements. 

More than that, mobiles function as GPS 
positioning devices. Haven’t you noticed on 
your bill that they record where you are the 
whole time? Could be useful if you ever 
need an alibi for yourself: “I can’t possibly 
have done the crime in Milton Keynes, 
officer — my phone records prove that I was 
in Liverpool that day.” Even before the 
advent of 3G videophone technology, an 
advanced 2G phone can be used to check 
e-mail, access the web, give you directions 
when you're lost, translate other languages 
and so on. Hell, there are even mobiles in 
South Korea that send out a noise at high 
frequency to scare away mosquitoes. 





‘More than that, mobiles function 

@aS GPS positioning devices. Haven’t 
you noticed on your bill that they 
record where you are the whole time?’ 
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“Don't ring me at work again.” 





It’s difficult for Sci-Fi series to look 
futuristic when depicting mobile 
communicators. For instance, nothing in 
Firefly, set 500 years in the future, looked 
as silly as a minor character’s mobile phone 
in Heart of Gold, a pencil thin flip-up thing 
that will probably be coming to a high 
street near you soon. Instead, with all these 
clunky separate instruments, shows will 
increasingly appear ludicrously outdated. 
Surely any real Space explorers will have a 
tricorder/communicator/phaser along with a 
million other tools in one tiny neat package, 
strapped to their belts for easy access on 
complicated away missions. That’s just me 
with my early-21st Century sensibilities 
talking, of course, flushed, excited and a little 
intimidated by the pace at which mobiles 
are evolving. Real space explorers wil 
probably have phone-style push-buttons 
installed on an artificial roof of the mouth, 
symbiotic relationships with brain-eels that 
feed on radio waves, or communicating 
nanobots injected direct into their ears. 
Rule nothing out. Az 








The Babylon 5 com-link 

















The 


End 
of the 
Beginnin 


Babylon 5 creator | Michael Straczynski continues his reminiscences on the making of his 
groundbreaking series as it reaches its premature end... 





















Chapter Eight: In which the great five-year plan has to become a four-year plan, the final episode 
has to be written, emotions begin to take over and a glimmer of hope appears in the darkness 


was devastated. We all were. But we (as producers) first four episodes planned for Season Five into Season Four to 
made a decision to keep the information to ourselves make up the difference. 

for as long as humanly possible, in order to keep (Had the word to close up shop not come, the starting lineup of ' 
morale high and to allow time for Doug to embark on season five would have been roughly as follows: Between the i 
what we were sure would be a fruitless chore: to try Darkness and the Light, Endgame, Rising Star, The Very Long Night 
and find someone willing to pick up a series for just of Londo Mollari, The Paragon of Animals, A View from the Galler 
one season. It was an impossible task. You only pick up In the Kingdom of the Blind, and Phoenix Rising, reducing the 





























a series if you can feel at least reasonably confident of getting a few telepath arc to only about two or three episodes, with the rest of i ; 

seasons out of it, to make it worth your while. But he was the line-up pretty much intact.) | et 

determined to try, and we didn’t have the heart to stop him. The order to end with Season Four also meant writing the i we 
So I looked to the remaining stories and began pulling threads episode I’d been anticipating, and dreading, for four seasons: a 

together. I decided that the two major arcs, the Shadow war and our series finale, Sleeping in Light. | knew this was the one | 

the Earth civil war, had to be resolved or we would leave our episode that I also had to direct, so this realization was something | 

viewers unsatisfied. So instead of ending on Intersections in Real of a double-whammy. 


THE HARDEST PART WAS WORKING ON THE SHOW EVERY DAY AND KNOWI 
THAT THIS WAS OUR BEST SEASON TO DATE, THAT THIS YEAR EVERYTHING HA 
COME TOGETHER. | KEPT THINKING, THIS CANT BEIT, THIS CANT BE THE END OF | 


a 










Time as planned, we would instead go straight through to The hardest part, though, was working on the show every day 
Sheridan’s appointment as president of the Interstellar Alliance. and knowing that this was our best season to date, that this year, 
That meant eliminating three of the ongoing-battle episodes that everything had come together and we were just knocking the ball 
would have taken place between Racing Mars and The Face of the out of the park with every episode in terms of the direction, the 


Enemy, combining two other episodes into one, and sliding the production design, the performances, the music and, I allow myself 
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The JMS Memo 


























to believe, the writing. I kept thinking, this can’t be it, this can’t 
be the end of it. 

But it was. And Sleeping in Light had to be written. And I knew 
that as soon as it came out, the secret would be out. 

To that end, I held off writing Sleeping in Light for as long as 
humanly possible. Finally, with no more time left to postpone, I 
sat down and wrote the script in slightly more than a weekend. I 
had always known what that story was, so it was not so much a 
matter of writing it as simply transcribing it from memory, if that 
makes any sense. 

It was the easiest thing I’ve ever written, and the hardest thing 
I’ve ever written, because it broke my heart in the telling. Which, 
of course, is what it’s supposed to do; it’s a parting of the ways, 
literal and figurative. I was saying goodbye to the characters 
whose stories I’d fought for nine years to tell, and it was just 
damned hard. More than once I had to stop because I couldn’t 
see the screen anymore. 





In the weeks leading up to Sleeping in Light being published 
(distributed to cast and crew), I tried to soften the blow a bit by 
saying we might need to shoot a series finale just in case things 
don’t work out... but P’'ve always been a crummy liar, so when the 
script finally came out, very few were fooled into false hope. 

As a rule, when scripts come out, they go to the cast and the 
department keys first, then much later they go out to the rest of 
the crew. But with BS, scripts were always passed around by 
everyone on the crew before the full release because they all 
wanted to know where the story was going next. I remember 
walking onto the stage a few hours after we'd released the first 
shooting draft of Sleeping inLight, and the place was unnaturally 
silent. People came to me in tears. 











Marcus Cole from the episode Wo Surrender, No Retreat 


We had come to the end of our ride. We had been taken very far, 
very fast, by a very good horse, only to have it shot out from under 
us just short of the goal. 

I began to set about prepping to direct Sleeping in Light. Pd 
never directed before, but I knew every shot. If we were going to 
go out, then it would be with a last episode that looked exactly like 
what I saw in my head. 

Then something happened. 

Just as I was beginning to prep Sleeping in Light, Doug returned 
from his impossible task with a glimmer of hope. The TNT cable 
network was going to air BS in reruns, and he’d managed to just 
about convince them that if they were going to air the show, 
shouldn’t they really have the end of the story? If they were getting 


SLEEPING IN LIGHT, 


four years of a five-year story, why, then they were missing a year 
that would make the reruns more valuable. 

I say just about convince because they were not in a position to 
fund the show at the same level we'd had in year four (which, by the 
way, wasn’t much... we made this show consistently, year in and year 
out, for less than $1 million US per episode. When you look at the 
quality of what ended up on-screen, and compare it with shows 
costing two and three times that, I think our efforts bear 
considerable merit). If we wanted a fifth season, we would have to 
find a way to do it for even less. But we were already at the event 
horizon of what we could do with the money we had; we couldn’t 
(and wouldn’t) cut salaries, and the money for CGI, prosthetics, 
stunts, pyro, all those areas were already down to the bone as it was. 
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Sheridan feels tied down in /ntersections in Real Time 





here was only one conceivable way we could do 
the show for less money in year five, and that 
was to go from a seven-day shooting schedule 
to a six-day shooting schedule (while keeping 
the option of being able to do an occasional 
seven-day episode if the story required it). It 
still wasn’t a slam-dunk, but it would help 
dispose TNT toward taking the chance. 

We brought some of the department keys and our director of 
cinematography, John Flinn, into the discussion to see if it was a 
workable possibility. (John was our DP for all five years, and if 
there’s anybody who can be called the author of the show on the 
stage, as opposed to the author of the show on the page, it’s John. 
His contribution to the show was immeasurable.) 

Some of the crew thought it could be done, some didn’t. The 
show was just too damned big for its own good, in terms of the 
scope of the stories, But we had the advantage of being almost 
entirely studio-bound, such that on most days we had been able to 
wrap early by one or even two hours’. Multiply two hours savings 
per day times six...and you have that one extra shooting day. 

Ofall the crew, John Flinn was the most insistent that it 
couldn’t be done. Knowing that if we didn’t have John we didn’t 
have the crew, I took a gamble. And made a bet. 

I said, “Look, John, you say we can’t do it, and maybe you’re 
right. But maybe you’re not. I think the directors we’ve had can 
handle it, But let’s test the point. You know that I’ve never 
directed anything before. I was planning to shoot Sleeping in Light 
in seven days, same as everything else. Instead, I’m going to shoot 
it in six days. If I can bring in the show at six days, on schedule 
and on budget, having never done any of this before, then 
anybody can do it.” 

To his credit, John took that bet. 

As a first-time director, it would’ye been the easiest thing in the 
world for a DP to try and sandbag me in order to prove his point. 
But John came to the party, and he brought his crew with him. 
And we got to work. 

The main memory I have from filming Sleeping in Light is that 
there was constantly the sound of somebody crying off-stage. 
Usually wardrobe or make-up, But often it was cast or crew. The 
first scenes we had to shoot, on our first day, were Delenn and 
Sheridan saying goodbye, and Sheridan disappearing with Lorien. 
Bruce was near tears, Mira was in tears for most of it. I had to 
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Shaki 











the Wheel of Fire 
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Sheridan, presumably not bursting into song 


fight to hold it together, because I knew that if I broke, the whole 
place would fall apart, and I couldn’t have that. 

Studio execs and guest cast members who hadn’t been on the 
show in years showed up to say goodbye. Day in and day out, the 
crew came to work, cried, suffered, worked, and got me though the 

ruggle of bringing this show in for a landing. 

And at the end, I wrapped the show on budget, on schedule, and 
in six days. Flinn, being the man he is, gave his blessings, saying 
that if I could do it, anybody could do i this was conveyed to 
TNT, and we would wait their decision. 


Meanwhile, on the last day of filming, after wrapping, we were 
to meet outside under the tent for one last dinner. But instead of 
going out at once, I lingered in stage B, sitting alone, looking at the 
sets. John Copeland, passing by, saw me and came over, asking 
what was wrong. 


sihhiit 


“Was it worth it?” I asked. “Everything we did, everything we 
tried to do, the crew who worked so hard, the fans...if this is the 
end, was it worth it for everybody who stuck with us?” 

his head. “Of course it was worth it. It’s a good show, 
Joe. It’s a good show. You did okay.” 
Then we went out to what would almost certainly be our last dinner. 

One last thing I should explain: it’s typical, when an actor 
finishes his or her work for the day, for the DP to announce to the 
crew, “Say goodnight to —and their name.” “Say goodnight to 
Mira, boys!” or “Say goodnight to Bruce, guys!” It’s tradition. 


As the dinner wound down, I decided to slip out the tent 
unnoticed. I’d held it together this long; I couldn’t hold it together 
if I had to say goodbye one last time. So I edged out the side of the 
tent, ch was open, and started across the parking lot. 

Flinn saw me, and stood. “Boys!” he snapped to his crew, and 

raised his glass. “Say goodnight 
to Joe, boys.” 

And they all stood. Everyone. The 
cast, the crew, the offi aff. 
Everyone. I saw this only out of the 
periphery of my vision, because I 
couldn’t turn around. If I did, I would 
have collapsed into tears then and 
there. I waved, but didn’t look back. 

I did what I’d been doing for the 
last four years: I kept walking... 
hoping that somewhere, somehow, 
this would not be the end of i 

And it wasn’t. 

But that’s another s' the final 
story to come out of the five year 
saga that was Babylon 5. fs 


—_— To be Continued... 
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=> till. 


UrVviv 


It’s 28 years since civilization came to an end, thanks to a rampaging virus and the BBC. 


As Survivors comes to DVD, David Richardson joins directo 


nnant Roberts and cast members 


Carolyn Seymour, Lucy Fleming and lan McCulloch to recall a series that still sends a shudder down 
the spine of anyone who saw it at the time... and becomes m 


he end of the world comes 
so quickly these days. Just 
take films like 
Armageddon, Deep 
Impact or The Core, in 
which film-makers simply 
tell stories about 

impending c: c events, with no 

exploration of the long-term impact of 

C phe on the Human species, It’s 


part of the shorthand nature of the 
entertainment ind of the 21st Century, 
which robs viewers of more thoughtful and 
realistic drama. 

Our culture was very differe’ 
mid-1970s when Terry Nation, who 

ated the Daleks for Doctor Wh 
would later devise the popular § 
adventure Blake’s 7, submitted a proposal 
to the BBC called Survivors. The doom- 


“it’s only since | started work on this 

new series that | have realized my 
writing has previously been dominated 
by the business of survival.” - terry nation 


Survivors Greg Preston (lan McCulloch) and Abby Grant (Carolyn Seymour, opposite) 


Vie . 
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€ relevant every year. 


laden first episode, The Fourth Horseman, 

follows the outbreak of a global epidemic: 

a erious mutant virus that begins in 

South , spreading rapid 

globe, with cases soon reported in London 
id the home counties. The symptoms are 
in to a flu bug, but within days the victim 


Transport and communi on ser’ 

break down (the line “New Yor 

without electric power” seems somehow 
ient given recent events), and medical 


100,000 people have a natural immunity to 
the virus, but these individuals face the 


a world in which the infrastructure of 
society has broken down, where the basic 
i power, fuel, water, food...) that 

we take for granted have gone, and where 
they must make their own law and order. 

only since I started work on th 
new series that I have realized my writing 

viously been dominated by the 

of survival,” said Nation back i 

1975. “The people in those other series 
survived because of their extreme 
cleverness, wit or ability 


second episode onwards, this was a series 
about going back to b rediscoveri 
, and building communi 
he first stage of that journey 
can be revisited on October 6th as Season 
released magnificent DVD box 
set, the 13 episodes augmented by audio 
iews. It’s an eagerly 
those with fond 
memories of this unique s and, in the 
year that saw the di ing outbreak of 
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Even from the rather telling 
opening sequence, in which 
a lone Abby Grant plays 
tennis with an automatic 
server, it’s clear that 
Survivors is the story of a 
woman and her 
transformation from middle 
class housewife to a leader 
of people. Yet by the time 
Season One had ended 
production, producer 
Terence Dudley had decided 
to reinvent the wheel. 
Unhappy with his soured 
relations with Carolyn 
Seymour, he took the 


unexpected st 
her contract. 
“Politically 


actress, “If he 


for the reasons 


because it was 
caring for the pi 





moved on and 





was fighting the producer all 
the time,” confides the 


chink, | was gone — and he 
found it somehow. 

“Getting canned is always 
hard, and for him to let me go 


for being professional was really 
horrible. But | was busy so | just 


Mme too much at the time.” 








ep of cancelling “It was unjustifiable,” 
insists Roberts. “Here you 
had a twentysomething 
actress who was really 
delivering in a way that was 
able to secure viewers for a 
series that could have 
been overlooked, with a 
career that was on the 
up. And then she was 
kicked in the crutch for 
standingwup on her own 
two feet from time to 
time. You see the quality t ‘ 
of Carolyn’s work 
throughout the series and 
it is truly excellent.” 


on the series | 


could find one 


he said... 


all about my 
art. To be fired 





it didn’t worry 






















“All of the actors who came to the series felt they were 


telling a stor 













y that needed to be told and that’s not 
something that happens all the time.” 





the SARS virus, it’s a chance for a new 
generation to discover Nation’s incredible | 
foresight as a writer. | 
“We felt that it was a series that was well 
worth doing because of the issue,” recalls 
Pennant Roberts, who directed The Fourth 
Horseman and several other episodes of 
that first year. “I met producer Terry | 
Dudley when we were doing a series called 





Then and now: lan McCulloch and Lucy Fleming 
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Doomwatch, and they would have a 

different green issue each week. This was a 
much, much larger scale, both as a project 
and an issue. All of the actors who came to 


| the series certainly felt they were telling a 


story that needed to be told and that’s not 


| something that happens all the time.” 


“I thought the idea was brilliant,” says 


| Lucy Fleming, the niece of Bond author Ian 


Fleming and daughter of actress Celia 
Johnson, who played Jenny Richards. 
“Once the series was being aired it certainly 
fired people’s imaginations. If you got ina 
taxi, cab drivers always had a theory about 
what they would do or how it would work 
and they told you without hesitation.” 

The first season focused principally on a 
triumvirate of characters. There was Abby 
Grant (Carolyn Seymour), a young, wealthy 
housewife who is determined to find her 
missing son Peter, yet naturally takes the 
mantle of leader. Greg Preston (Ian 
McCulloch) is a dour engineer whose 
wealth of experience proves essential in 
establishing a farming community, and who 
eventually partners the former London 
secretary Jenny. 

“We became a very cohesive group early 
on, Ian, Lucy and I,” offers Seymour. “We 
just had a good time — there was no ego 
amongst us, and we just did it. Most of the 
rest of the company were really lovely. I 
was the only diva — I was a horrendous diva 
at times! When you’re doing that sort of 
show you are uncomfortable, you have an 
enormous amount to do every day, it’s 
gruelling emotionally and you’re stomping 
through clay...” 

Each of the actors visibly shudders when 
they recall the arduous circumstances in 
which Survivors was made. This was a 
series that was challenging not only in its 
theme but also in its production methods. 
While early episodes were shot in the 
accepted manner on film and at the studios 
at BBC Television Centre, the show soon 
switched to the ground-breaking use of 











Outside Broadcast video cameras used 
exclusively on location. 

“They said it was pioneering: I think 
most of our cameramen were used to doing 
football matches,” claims McCulloch. “I 
don’t like working on film: I find all this 
chopping and shortness about it. What was 
nice about this was you went through a 
whole scene where you were having a 
whole conversation, and you got through it 
in a nice chunk. I found that the easiest 
thing I’ve ever done in my whole life. 

“But it was very instant,” adds Fleming. 
“You didn’t have much time for rehearsal 
and it was a fast turnaround.” 

Exacerbating the time pressures, 
Survivors was shot in freezing conditions at 
the height of winter, usually in remote 
locations that denied the cast and crew 
even the basic forms of comfort. 
Undeniably, these people were enduring the 
post-apocalypse along with their characters. 

“It was cold,” gasps Seymour. “Cold, 
cold, cold. We did long hours, it was in the 
dark a lot and we had nowhere to go. If 
there wasn’t a neighbour with a house who 
was willing to let us sit in there, we sat in 
cars. Our feet were blocks of ice, there was 
nothing to keep us warm. It was horrible — 
I remember crying once.” 

“I was always asking wardrobe for warm 
woolly jumpers,” continues Fleming. “It 
wasn’t a glamorous series, but that wasn’t 
the point of it really — you couldn’t have 
somebody coming in looking gorgeous, 
could you?” 

“What got you through was that it was 
very interesting to do,” insists Seymour. “It 
was a pioneering series, there was a lot of 
buzz about it. I had created a lot of fuss 
getting it and I felt I had to honour that. 
Supposedly I was the highest paid actress 
ever at that point at the BBC, and I knew it 
was a stepping-stone and I was carrying it.” 

While Survivors found its audience, 
Nation’s involvement in the series soon 
diminished. McCulloch — himself a budding 
TY scriptwriter — would later seek advice 
from the show’s creator, and discovered the 
reason for this. 

“He said to me, ‘Once you’ve 
written it, give it to them and have 
nothing else to do with it’,” recalls the 
actor. “You will only have your heart 
broken and see your work destroyed’. 
So whatever he was writing he just gave it 
to the producers and washed his hands of 
it. He never appeared on set.” 

With Nation’s input dwindling, and the 
departure of leading lady Seymour (see 
sidebar), Survivors would be a rather 
different series when it returned for a 
second year. Opening on a devastating 
fire, producer Terence Dudley chose to kill 
off many of the regular characters, leaving 
the way for fresh blood and new locations, 
but the show was clearly attempting to 
redefine itself. 

“T felt the scripts were becoming untrue 
to Terry Nation’s original concept,” sighs 
McCulloch, “All they needed were good 
believable storylines, but there were some 
really duff scripts and the viewing figures 
just tumbled. They were short of writers 
because Terry Nation said he didn‘t want to 
write any more and Terry Dudley was in a 
difficult position and he was grateful for 
deas. With me he just said, “You write 

















Fa up to the problems of surviva 








and producers. 





it, and if I like it then I'll pay you’.” 

So McCulloch contributed the excellent 
sniper story A Friend in Need, which was 
well received, but still failed to fire the 
actor’s enthusiasm for the long haul. Greg 
departed for Norway at the end of the 
second season, although McCulloch did 
return briefly the following year to script 
the character’s swan song, The Last Laugh. 

Of the three original principals, only 
Fleming stayed the course although, somewhat 
ironically, her character had never originally 
been conceived as a long-term fixture. 

“She was supposed to be killed off in 
the first series in episode nine, Law and 
Order,” claims the actress. “Then about 
halfway through the first series Terry said, 
‘Actually we quite like your character, 
we're going to kill somebody else off 
instead’. So I got a reprieve.” 

Nevertheless, Fleming admits that she 
did sometimes tire of the restrictions of 
playing the rather domesticated Jenny. 

“I got quite frustrated not having 
enough to do, and always being the wet 
one in the background. Then they'd give 
me a bit more horse riding and adventure 



















Only two episodes in the DVD 
box set feature an optional 
audio commentary, but the 
distributors have chosen wisely 
with Season One highlights The 
Fourth Horseman and Law and 
Order. The passing of Nation 
and Dudley means that the 
series is now poorly served by 
representatives from behind 
the scenes, but all three 
principal cast members were 
happy to be reunited with 
director Pennant Roberts to 
share duties on the 
commentary recording. 
“Carolyn and | have done a 
commentary for Fourth 
Horseman,” Roberts, fresh 
from the recording booth, 
tells TV Zone. “I suggested 
that | should participate in that 


it grips you.” 
Law and 


Fleming. 
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and that was great fun. I’ve ridden all my 
life, and there was everybody else riding 
and not me!” 

Three decades on, it’s interesting to 
see what a new generation will make of 
Survivors. Unlike many of its , 
contemporaries, the series is hot 
hampered by its portrayal of dated 


| technology or redundant fashions — the 


storytelling canvas is principally rural, the 
clothing practical. And the show’s 
message is perhaps now more pertinent 
than ever — as SARS demonstrated, our 
society can be thrown into turmoil by a 
microscopic virus, while our growing 
dependence on technology makes us ever 
more vulnerable. 

“I was trying to say, ‘Here I am, a man of 
the generation that landed men on the Moon, 
and I don’t even know how to make an axe- 
head’,” said Nation, back in 1975. “There’s 
nothing in my house that is the exclusive 
product of one man. I mean, a matchstick is a 
huge piece of technology!” && | 


Survivors season one is now available on DVD 
and VHS from DD Video. Review next issue... 


one, and as lan wasn't in the = : 
first story it would be a matter 3 
of me and Carolyn.” 

“It’s very scary watching 
something you did that long 
ago,” grimaces Seymour. 

“The story holds up, 
some of the acting is 
quite amazing and 


Order, on the other hand, 
belongs to McCulloch and 


“It’s a slog,” says 
McCulloch. “One is constantly 
being surprised a) what you 
look like, b) what you say, c) 
who's in it with you. And then, 
probably the worst thing of all, 
realizing that half the people in 
it aren't around any more! 
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For USA and Canada: TV ZONE Mail Order, Visual Imagination Limited, PMB# 469, PO Box 6061, Sherman Oaks, i 547 (New Season 2002) ‘TS4QE (2002 Yeansoor) S49 (WINTER SPECIAL) Stargate Special #5 takes a look at the Ben Bowder, creator Rockne O' Stargate Special #6 takes a look at the 
California 91413, USA. Or, if paying by credit card: fax 01144 20 8875 1588 or e-mail mailorder@ visimag.com Please allow 28 days tor delivery in the UK. £4.99 (US $8.88) £4.59 (US $9.35). £4.99 (US $9.99) gate Sp gale op 
ll the above i 


‘look-ahead to the new US TV Choice af? covers Monstrous Butly makewp, x second half of Season 6. Choice of two Bannon, creature man Dave Elsey and Season 7. Amanda Tapping, Richard 
‘lease remember to include seasons with previews and Andromeda #48 (£8 US $16), 


Files frst thee seasons 


interviews. incudes Bulfy free disc with Enterprise cover episode quides, Stargate SG-1 covers. VCD now sold out many more bid farewell to Farscape Dean Anderson, Michael Shanks 
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‘Hercules: The Leg 


Hercules: 


The Legendary Jpurneys 


Complete Guide to Seasons Three * 














Executive Producers...... ROBERT G TAPERT, 
CHRISTIAN WILLIAMS & 
. SAM RAIMI 
sseeeee CHRISTIAN WILLIAMS 
ANDREW DETTMAN, 
.-- DANIEL TRULY, 
ERIC GRUENDEMANN & 
sseseeessseessceeeneereseseeees LIZ FRIEDMAN 
Executive Producers 

. CHRISTIAN WILLIAMS, 
.. ROBERT G TAPERT & 
.-«. SAM RAIMI 
P seeeeee CHRISTIAN WILLIAMS 
Supervising Producers 

... BERNADETTE JOYCE, 
ROBERT BIELAK & 
ssaeeeseed STEVE ROBERTS (I) 








Creator ........+. 
Producers .. 



































Directors of Photography 

sseree JOHN CAVILL, JOHN MAHAFFIE & 
sseseeeceeeee KEVIN RILEY 
. DIANA ROWAN 
JOSEPH LO DUCA 








First Assistant Director 
«+eeee CLAIRE RICHARDSON 
Costume Designers 





BARBARA DARRAGH 
... & NGILA DICKSON 








Production Designers 

-. BERNADETTE JOYCE & ROBERT GILLIES 
Co-Executive Producers 
ssteeneaeeeees ERIC GRUENDEMANN, 
stateesesereeeseseeee JERRY PATRICK BROWN, 
JOHN SCHULIAN & 
- ROBERT BIELAK 














Production Management 
se MARCO MAJORANA 
Special Effects .......... ALISTAIR ANDERSON 
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G1 Mercenary 

Derk ..... ssesesseseseees JEREMY ROBERTS: 
Sordis NEILL DUNCAN 
Trayus sesssess PHILIP JONES 
Kara . . SARAH SMUTS-KENNEDY 
Older Boy ... OWAIN PENNINGTON, 
Sister .... CHARLOTTE PENNINGTON 
Marcus the Magistrate ........ PAUL WILLIS 
Court Officer DAVID FITCHEW: 


Hercules is bringing a ruthless mercenary 
by the name of Derk to Sparta so that he 
can stand trial when a terrible storm 
wrecks their boat, leaving them stranded 
ona desolate island. A badly injured 


Hercules must then pursue Derk and also * 


do battle with a band of pirates and hideous 
worm reatures. 
Discl. 























Writer .. ROBERT BIELAK 
Director MICHAEL HURST 
First US transmission: 30th Sep 1996 
C2 Doomsday 
Karina .. EBECCA HOBBS 
Daedalus . ... DEREK PAYNE. 
Perdix.... STEPHEN WALKER) 
King Nikolos FRANKIE STEVEN: 
Icarus RYAN LEWELL 





Falafe PAUL NORELL 


Hercules finds his long-time friend 
Daedalus, grief-stricken and inventing 
weapons of mass destruction for the cruel 
King Nikolos, who attempts to kill Hercul 
with Daedalus’s latest creation, the 
Megalith... 

















Writer BRIAN HERSKOWITZ 

Director ..........:.0-+1-+2++++- MICHAEL LANGE 
First US transmission: 7th Oct 1996 

C3 Love Takes 

a Holiday 

Aphrodite .. ALEXANDRA TYDINGS. 

Hephaestus .. JULIAN GARNER 

Leandra .......... SARAH SMUTS-KENNEDY 

lagos..... ... MERVYN SMITH 

Evanthea . . FIONA MOGRIDGE 





While trying to persuade a restless 
Aphrodite to return to her duties as the 
Goddess of Love, lolaus foils a devious 
plot to kidnap his long-lost grandmother, 
Leandra. 





Writers seeeesseeese GENE O/NEILL & 
epitasts NOREEN TOBIN 
Director CHARLIE HASKELL 

First US transmission: 14th Oct 1996 


Episode title aka Beauty and the Beast 















C4 Mummy Dearest 

Salmoneus .. ROBERT TREBOR 
Anuket . GALYN GORG 
Sokar JOHN WATSON 





z ALAN DE MALMANCHE 














Phineus 

Keb .. .. HENRY VAEOSO 
Mummy .. MARK NEWNHAM 
First Thief DAVID STOTT 


DEREK WARD. 
ve JIM RAWDON 


Second Thief 
PROTEGE sicia asec: 





* 
Hercules (Kevin Sorbo) finds himself stranded in Mercenary 


Hercules must recover the stolen mummy 
named Ishtar, before it begins murdering 
innocent people to increase its power. But 
the evil Sokar is also after the mummy... 
Anys 0 a 

the | 


love 















Writer .. MELISSA ROSENBERG 
Director. ... ANSON WILLIAMS. 
First US transmission: 21st Oct 1996 
C5 Wot Fade Away 
Enforcer KAREN SHEPERD 
Enforcer | . CYNTHIA ROTHROCK 
Alcmene LIDDY HOLLOWAY 
Jason ..... . JEFFREY THOMAS 
Hades vss ERIK THOMSON 





Persephone 
Skouros 


. ANDREA CROTON 
BRUCE ALLPRESS. 








Hercules finds an unlikely ally in the 
Enforcer when he battles Hera’s beautiful, 
but deadly, new Enforcer Il in order to save 
lolaus's 
No 
mon 
durir 





















picte If ry out 
of the temple! 
Writer JOHN SCHULIAN 
Director. . TJ SCOTT 
First US transmission: 28th Oct 1996 
CG Monster Child in 
the Promised Land 
Echidna . BRIDGET HOFFMAN 
Typhon .. GLENN SHADIX 
Klepto GRANT HESLOV 














Bluth .... ., TONY WOOD 
Head Archer . REBECCA CLARK 
Henchman GRANT BOUCHER 





Typhon, the gentle giant, and Echnida, the 
mother of all monsters, send word of their 
new-born to Hercules. But Klepto the 
thief abducts the child, a squid-like 
creature named Obie and brings the little 
monster to the warlord Bluth, who had 
been promised power and riches beyond 
his wildest dreams... 


el 













erved to 


production of this r 








Writer... JOHN SCHULIAN 
Director..............+, JOHN KRETCHMER 
First US transmission: 4th Nov 1996 
G7 Green-Eyed 
Monster 
Aphrodite . . ALEXANDRA TYDINGS 
Salmoneus ROBERT TREBOR 
Psyche SUSAN WARD 


.. KARL URBAN 
MARTIN BAYNTON 


Cupid 
Holidus .. 





Aphrodite is consumed by jealousy at the 
notion that Psyche, a mortal, was as 
beautiful as she. But her son, Cupid, was in 
love with Psyche. When Hercules is 
accidentally shot by Cupid’s bow, making 
him fall in love with Psyche, Cupid's jealousy 
transforms him into a green eyed monster. 


during the 












sess STEVEN BAUM 
CHUCK BRAVERMAN 
transmission: | 1th Nov 1996 





Writer 
Directo 








C8 Prince Hercules 


.. TOM AGEE 
KATE HARCOURT 
AM JENKINS 


Styros .. 
Lahti 
Kirin 







Scarred Man STEVE WRIGHT 
Parnassa JANE THOMAS 
Protos ... SEAN MARSHALL 





- PAUL GITTINS 
. NICKO VELLA 
. DAVID PRESS 


Lonius .. 
Macareus .. 
Garas ... 








The evil Hera and Queen Parnassa hatch a 
dastardly evil plot to force Hercules into 
their service. 





Writer 
Director 


. BRAD CARPENTER 
CHARLES SIEBERT 
ion: 18th Nov 1996 





First US transmis 





Hercules is duped and suffering from an identity crisis in Prince Hercules 
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G9 A Star to 
Guide Them 


sesseseseseeee JON BRAZIER 
Uris ..... .. BRENT BARRETT 
King Polonius . DWARD NEWBORN 
Queen Maliphone ... DENISE O'CONNELL 
Captain +. LATHAM GAINES 
Loralei KIRSTIE O’SULLIVAN 


Trinculos .... 

















Following a strange dream, lolaus travels 
north with Hercules, unaware that they are 
about to embark on a mission that will 
benefit all mankind. 


No 





during the f 


Writers . - JOHN SCHULIAN & 
BRIAN HERSKOWITZ 
... MICHAEL LEVINE 


First US transmission: 9th Dec 1996 





Director 














C10 The Lady and 

the Dragon 

Cynea... CATHERINE BELL 
Adamis RENE NAUFAHU 
Orenth .. . GEOFF DOLAN 
Toth . . GRANT TILLY 
Lemnos CHARLES PIERARD 
Leandra PHAEDRA HURST 
Gyger ... ALEXANDER GANDAR 
Zachariah w+. BUZZ MOLLER 





A dragon named Braxis is on the loose in 
Laurentia, destroying villages and killing 
warriors who had been comrades of lolaus 
and Hercules. The two heroes must fight 
Braxis until they can make him understand 
the truth... 





.- ERIC ESTRIN & 
MICHAEL BERLIN 
OLEY SASSONE 
transmission: 13th Jan 1997 







G1 Long Live the King 


MICHAEL HURST. 
LISA ANN HADLEY 
... DEREK PAYNE 


Orestes ...... 
Niobe 























... ROSS MCKELLAR 
. ROGER OAKLEY 















Boron. .-, PETER FORD 
Arcarious . CRAWFORD THOMSON 
Phaedron . WALTER BROWN 
Euriana . ILONA RODGERS 
Cleitus RANALD HENDRIKS 
Choleus .. DAVID DOWNS 


King Orestes, lolaus’s cousin and identical 
look-alike, hopes to establish a League of 
Nations to bring peace to all the kingdoms 
in the area, But King Xenon of Garantus 
has other, evil plans. 
No t 


pre 









Writer ........ see PATRICIA MANNEY 
Director... ... TIMOTHY BOND 
First US transmission: 20th Jan 1997 





G12 Surprise 


.. HUDSON LEICK 
LIDDY HOLLOWAY 


Callisto .. 
Alcmene 














Jason .... .. JEFFREY THOMAS 
Iphicles . . KEVIN SMITH 
Falafel ... .. PAUL NORELL 





Alcmene, Iphicles, Jason, Falafel and lolaus 
are poisoned by the treacherous Callisto, 
who is on a mission from Hera to kill 
Hercules. To save them, Hercules must 
travel with Callisto to the Labyrinth of the 
Gods, where the Tree of Life offers a 
cure... 





S party pants v >t harm: 

















during the production of tion 

Writer .. JERRY PATRICK BROWN 

Director .2.n.0020 . CHARLIE HASKELL 
First US transmission: 27th Jan 1997 

C13 Encounter 

Serena/Hind . - SAM JENKINS 

Ares KEVIN SMITH 

Strife .. JOEL TOBECK 

Nestor ... .- STEVE HALL 

Hemnor DAVID MACKIE 





Prince Nestor wants the golden horns and 
hooves of Serena, the beautiful half- 
woman half-deer type creature known as 





































Serena, the Golden Hind (Sam Jenkins) in Encounter 





























the Golden Hind. Nestor also wants to kill Deianeira . TAWNY KITAEN 
Hercules with an arrow dipped in the Ares .. KEVIN SMITH 
Golden Hind’s blood, and this is a plan that Strife .. JOEL TOBECK 
Ares will embrace. Klonus SIMON LEWTHWAITE 
The Golden Hin Aeson .- PAUL MCIVER 

lea... . ROSE MCIVER 








Hercules asks Serena to marry him, but 
Ares, the jealous God of War is 
determined to destroy their relationship. 
Meanwhile, Serena and Hercules must 
travel to the Other Side to receive his 
deceased wife’s blessing. Ares then agrees 
to the marriage, but with a couple of 
conditions. 
Hercule 





Writer .. 
Director 


JERRY PATRICK BROWN 
... CHARLIE HASKELL 
First US transmission: 3rd Feb 1997 














614 When a Man 
Loves a Woman 


SAM JENKINS. 
. TED RAIMI 




















Serena/Golden Hind 
Joxer 

















Writers GENE O'NEILL & 
. NOREEN TOBIN 
CHARLIE HASKELL 


First US transmission: 10th Feb 1997. 








Director 





C15 Judgment Bay 


. LUCY LAWLESS 7 
RENEE O'CONNOR 
. SAM JENKINS © 
. JOEL TOBECK 
PETER VERE-JONES 
.. BILLJOHNSON 
. HUNTLY ELIOTT, 
«+. KEVIN SMITH 


Xena 
Gabrielle 
Serena/Hind 
Strife 















Hercules finds it increasingly difficult to 
adjust to life without his superhuman. 
strength, while Ares and his nephew, 
Strife, plot his untimely demise. Then in 
Hercules’s darkest hour, his friends lolaus, 
Xena and Gabrielle come to his ai 








C16 The Lost City 


.. ROBERT TREBOR 
FIONA MOGRIDGE 
. MATTHEW CHAMBERLAIN 
.. MARAMBA JACKSON. 
.. AMBER SAINSBURY 
HANNAH MALLOCH 


Salmoneus 
Moria ...... 
Kamaros . 
Aurora 
Regina 
Lorel 

















lolaus is searching for his missing cousin, 
Regina, when he and his friend Moria are 
forced to take shelter in an old temple in an 
underground city, where they discover an 
oddly-behaving Salmoneus, who appears to 
have been brainwashed by the city’s ruler. 
abu: 6 


e harme 













1 wer 








f this motion picture. 


OBERT BIELAK & 
«LIZ FRIEDMAN 
e CHARLIE HASKELL 
First US transmission: 24th Feb 1997 











Ci? Les 

Contemptibles 
Jean-Pierre . .» MICHAEL HURST 
Francois Demarigny ...... ROBERT TREBOR 


Marie DeValle . DANIELLE CORMACK 
Captai errard .......... PATRICK WILSON 














Itis the year 1789 and Count Francois 
Demarigny is not interested in joining the 
French Revolution, he just wants Lady 
Marie DeValle’s money — so, in a cunning 
plan, he takes on the guise of the 
Charteuse Fox. But all is not as it seems... 
T < 





rd 





. Vive L lution! 























Writer BRIAN HERSKOWITZ 
Director. CHARLIE HASKELL 
First US transmission: 7th Apr 1997 
Cis The Reign 
of Terror 
Salmoneus ........... ROBERT TREBOR 
Palamedes .. . BRUCE PHILLIPS 
Melanippe . . RAINER GRANT 
Augeus GRANT BRIDGER 
Aphrodite ALEXANDRA TYDINGS 
Machus ... LAURIE DEE 
Stichius BRETT STEWART 
Silicles ALEX MOFFAT 
Minteus . ALBERT BELZ 


King Augeus goes mad and thinks he is 
Zeus. He begins terrorizing his kingdom 
by throwing silver-painted rocks, in the 
belief that they are lightning bolts. The 
King then orders Aphrodite's temple to 
be rededicated to Hera, and the evil 
Soddess offers Augeus godly powers if he 
kill Hercules by sunse 











Writer £ ws: JOHN KIRK 
Director RODNEY CHARTERS 
irst US transmission: 14th Apr 1997 














kidnapped from her bedchamber by two 
thugs who intend to sell her to slavery. 
N inty-br 








ADAM ARMUS & 
. NORA KAY FOSTER 
KEVIN SORBO 
2 28th Apr 1997 





Director 
First US transmissi 











G21 A Rock anda 
Hard Place 


Cassus 
Perius 
Lyna .. 
Geryon. 
Nico .. 





. STERLING CATHMAN 
svesees CALEB ROSS 








When the accused murderer Cassus is 
trapped under a large slab of rock, his lower 
body is crushed and he is condemned to 
death. Before he dies, he tries to prove his 
innocence to Hercules. 

ea bug during 






ROBERTO ORCI & 
ALEX KURTZMAN 
. ROBERT TREBOR 
First US transmission: 5th May 1997 













19 End of the G22 Atlantis 
Beginning Cassandra o.csssssesteee CLAUDIA BLACK 
Panthius JAMES BEAUMONT 












Autolycus . BRUCE CAMPBELL Writer seseeseeeseeseseees PAUL ROBERT COYLE Skirner . _. WILLIAM DAVIS 
Serena/Hind KARA ZEDIKER Director................ JAMES WHITMORE JR Demitrius _ ROSS HARPER 
ee KEVIN SMITH First US transmission: 21st Apr 1997 


Following a violent storm at sea, Hercules’s 


Strife . JOEL TOBECK 





Falafel PAUL NORELL boat goes down and he finds himself washed- 

King Quallus ianwatkin | G20 War Bride up on the shores of Atlantis. There he meets 

Hemnor ... DAVID MACKIE a beautiful woman whose premonitions tell 
Melissa ...........:scescessesseeeee LISA CHAPPELL 





her that Atlantis is doomed... 
JOSEPHINE DAVISON ling: Crystal wa er 
CHIC LITTLEWOOD prod 
.. ROSS MCKELLAR 3 
MARK RAFFERTY 
MARCEL KALMA 


Alexa .. 





Autolycus has stolen the Chronos 
gemstone from King Quallus’s palace and 
now has power over Time — but trouble 
ensues when he and Hercules are 
suddenly transported five years back in 
Time and the crystal is destroyed. Will 
Hercules’s history be changed forever? 








Writers «0.2.0... ALEX KURTZMAN & 
sebes ROBERTO ORCI 
Director... i GUS TRIKONIS 

First US transmission: 12th May 1997 





Hercules and lolaus have a vacation at the 
mud baths, while Princess Melissa is 


Hercules: The Legendary 

















D1 Beanstalks and 
Bad Eqgs 

Autolycus .... sess BRUCE CAMPBELL 
Typhoon .... GLENN SHADIX 
Lianna KERRY GALLAGHER 
Alyssa -» YVONNE LAWLEY 
Otus .. DAVID SUTHERLAND 
Nidhogg . PAUL BRENNAN 





With help from Autolycus, the king of 
thieves, Hercules sets out to find Lianna, 
who had been kidnapped by the giant 
‘Typhoon and taken to his castle in the 
clouds, where Typhoon is caring for three 
golden eggs that belong to the 






lo perme 
repor 





Writer MELISSA ROSENBERG 
Director . e .. JOHN KRETCHMER 
First US transmission: 29th Sep 1997 





















D2 Hero’s Heart 

Fortune . LORI DUNGEY 
Zeno .. . BARRY SPRING 
Thanatos . STEPHEN BUTTERWORTH 
Spiro .. ROSS DUNCAN 
Trancas PATRICK SMITH 
Lexus... ROBERT HORWOOD 
Okaleia . . FRANCESCA WATERS 
Lydia wo. SHERYL STEWART 


lolaus is depressed by his failure to save a 
woman from falling to her death. Fortune, 
the Goddess of Luck, then tries to make 
amends by wiping his memory of this 
terrible tradegy. Unfortunately, the 
meddlesome Fortune accidentally erases 
his entire memory. 

















Writer ... seseeseseseeee ROBERT BIELAK 
DECIR see ES, GARY JONES 
First US transmission: 6th Oct 1997 
D3 Web of Desire 
Nebula isccsssesccsaee ... GINA TORRES 
Arachne . JOSEPHINE DAVISON 
Paxxon - CRAIG ANCELL 
Cercetes ..... HEMI RUDOLPH 
Bromius ... DOUG MCCAULEY 
Monicles .. .. DEREK JUDGE 





The pirate captain Nebula tries to bury 
her stolen trunk of jewels in a seaside cave 
—but the horrifying Arachne, the half 
spider and half woman type creature 
attacks her. Hercules and lolaus then join 
forces with Nebula in order to try to 
destroy the deadly Arachne before she 
destroys them... 





production of this motion 





through 











Writers ALEX KURTZMAN & 
statist .. ROBERTO ORCI 
Director ..........eseesses0++ MICHAEL LANGE 


First US transmission: 13th Oct 1997 















D4 Regrets... I've 

Had a Few 

Young Hercules ... [AN BOHEN 
Young lolaus . DEAN O'GORMAN 
Celesta ..... BELINDA WAYMOUTH 
Jaris ... seeses COLIN MAY 
Cheiron . . NATHANIEL LEES 
Nehemiah Z BRUCE HOPKINS 
Young Jaris .............00+2. INSTON HARRIS 










Celesta (aka Death) comes for Hercules's 
old friend, Jaris. The goddess's appearance 
then prompts Hercules to remember the 
time when, as a cocky rebelious youth, he 
met Celestra for the first time... 


cau eath remained a myster 








Writer .... 
Director 


- PAUL ROBERT COYLE 
GUS TRIKONIS 












D5 Stranger ina 
Strange World 


SOVEFEIGN .........ceseeerseseeere» KEVIN SORBO 
Xena ...... LUCY LAWLESS 
Gabrielle/Executioner RENEE O'CONNOR 






















Aphrodite ........... ALEXANDRA TYDINGS 
Joxer . TED RAIMI 
Ares KEVIN SMITH 


Gravus 


cA 
Parallel universe Hercules The Sovereign and parallel universe Xena (Lucy Lawles: 









First US transmission: 20th Oct 1997 


A lightning bolt from the dying Zeus opens 
a vortex to a parallel universe, where lolaus 
is a jester and Hercules is the malevolent 
Sovereign, who is attempting to kill Zeus 
with Hind blood. When the vortex 
reappears, a furious battle commences 
between the alternate worlds... 












Writer . ..., PAUL ROBERT COYLE 
Director... MICHAEL LEVINE 
First US transmission: 27th Oct 1997 















DG Two Men and 





a Baby 
Nemesis . KIMBERLY JOSPEH 
Ares . .. KEVIN SMITH 






Discord MEIGHAN DESMOND 






















ALISTAIR BROWNING 
RACHEAL ACKERLEY 


Meniskos 
Evander... 








Fleeing from Ares’s soldiers, Nemesis bursts 
into Hercules’s campsite and proclaims him 
the father of her six-month-old son, 
Evander. Then she slips away, leaving 


Hercules and lolaus with the child, who soon 7 


demonstrates some god-like powers. 


Writer .. JOHN HUDOCK 
Director... ... CHRISTOPHER GRAVES 
First US transmission: 3rd Nov 1997 











D7 Prodigal Sister 
Ruun ... DEAN O'GORMAN 
Siri... KATRINA BROWNE 









MAYOM.cccvsssssetenerccrerasnesiey TINA CLEARY, 
Lucenne . MARAMA JACKSON 








a 
3s) in Stranger in a Strange World 
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EDIMIDY .c.--<ecnreseudesae DANIELLE CORMACK 
Johe DANNE LINEHAM 


Hercules helps Ruun, a young man whose 
parents were killed by Amazons, find his 
younger sister, who is now one of them. 
When they find her, they discover that she 
has grown up to become a confident, 
battle-savvy Amazon warrior. 





duri 2roe 


picture. In fact this catchy number is no 


being performed in dance club unc 


Writer .. ROBERT BIELAK 
Director . sssteeseesees GARY JONES 
First US transmission: |0th Nov 1997 





DS ...And Fancy Free 

Widow Twanky ............ MICHAEL HURST 
Althea ... er .. WILLA O'NEILL 
Oena .. Gimewe wee JAY SAUSSEY 
Asterius STUART DEVENIE 





Elis . GEOFF SNELL 





Hercules volunteers to be Althea’s dance 
Partner for the Panathenia ballroom dance 
competition. In order to make sure the duo 
do not defeat his niece Oena, Asterius tries 
to have them killed. Now they must thwart 
his evil plan... 

Th ide 












1ed or tripped 
during tk Juction of this motion pictur: 

Writers... .. ROBERTO ORCI & 
cee edsuisy . ALEX KURTZMAN 
Director.........- MICHAEL HURST 


First US transmission: 17th Nov 1997 


























’ 


‘4 


Hercules and Atalanta (Cory Everson) in If! Had A Hammer 


impressionable Hercules to commit 
murder, thus framing the real Hercules... 


ssss-e ROBERTO ORCI & 
.. ALEX KURTZMAN 


Writers 






Director. 

















sesssee MICHAEL HURST 
3 if I Had a Hammer First US transmission: 12th Jan 1998 
Salmoneus ....... ROBERT TREBOR 
Atalanta CORY EVERSON 
Discord .. MEIGHAN DESMOND - 
Filius .... susan HaLoANe | 10 Hercules on Trial 
Swillus . STEPHEN WALKER 
Billius ... _. BRETT TURNER Daedalus ..........seeseeseeseee DEREK PAYNE 
Curteus _. ROSS BRANNIGAN Kara .. . SARAH SMUTS-KENNEDY 
Ares .. . KEVIN SMITH 
When the blacksmith, Atalanta, turns a pile Turgeus ........ MIKE BAJKO 
of scrap metal into the man of her dreams, Dirce . LISA CHAPPELL 
she didn’t expect Hephaestus to bring the Galea RENEE RAUDMAN 
sculpture to life as anewborn Hercules. Spencius . JOHN SUMNER 
The evil goddess Discord then prompts the Kazankis BARRY DUFFIELD 
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‘Alcmene . LIDDY HOLLOWAY 
Jargos .. -... MIKE HOWELL 
Jason ..... . JEFFREY THOMAS 
Marcenea.... .. AMBER CUNLIFFE 
Cassandra CLAUDIA BLACK 
Mong .. .. MARK NUA 





Hercules's good deeds land him on trial 
when a Hercules impersonator is killed. 
Charged with manslaughter, sedition and 
undermining the authority of the gods, 
Hercules pleads innocent. But Spencius, 
the government prosecutor, shows how 
Hercules's acts of heroism cause others to 
emulate his actions, putting themselves and 
their families in great danger. 
e DNA 


during the production 





ting Her: 





this motion picture 


Writer ... ROBERT BIELAK 
Director. . JOHN LAING 
First US transmission: 19th Jan 1998 
























































x 


& 


Salmoneus (Robert Trebor) in Men in Pink 

















Jason ... JEFFREY THOMAS 
Medea . JACINDA BARRETT 
Young Hercules . «IAN BOHEN 
Young lolaus DEAN O’GORMAN 
Young Jason sss CHRIS CONRAD 
Girl/Hera . ... NARELLE SWENSON 





A fishing trip prompts memories of the 
time when young Hercules, lolaus and 
Jason joined forces to battle a two- headed, 
fire-breathing monster despite interference 
from Hera and the beautiful Medea, who 
appears to.have unwittingly unleashed the 
beast that is the green-eyed monster... 

o-h ng 











on of 





n picture. 


... ROBERT BIELAK, 
. ROBERTO ORCI & 
ALEX KURTZMAN 
. CHARLES SIEBERT 
First US transmission: 26th Jan 1998 


Writers .... 








Director 











Widow Twankey .. MICHAEL HURST 
Autolycus BRUCE CAMPBELL 
Salmoneus ROBERT TREBOR 


Cupcake 
Gekkus . 


LACEY HORNKOHL 
.. PETER MCCAULEY 


When Salmoneus and Autolycus are framed 
for murdering King Pholus, they disguise 
themselves as performers in Widow 
Twanky’s all-girl dance troupe. Autolycus 
promptly falls for the voluptuous Cupcake, 





while Salmoneus earns the unwanted 
affections of their pursuer. But things are 
about to get a lot worse. 








sesserveesseeee ROBERTO ORCI & 
ALEX KURTZMAN 
Director. ALAN J LEVI 

First US transmission: 2nd Feb 1998 


Writers ..... 











B13 Armageddon 
Now | 











Alcmene . LIDDY HOLLOWAY 
Ares . KEVIN SMITH 
Strife - JOEL TOBECK 
Callisto . HUDSON LEICK 
Hope.. AMY MORRISON 








JOHN MANNING 
. KIM MICHALIS 


Tyndareus . 
Young Alcmene....... 





Hope, the treacherous daughter of Dahak 
and Gabrielle, journeys to the Ixion 
Caverns to free Callisto in order to rid the 
world of Hercules once and for all. Callisto 
then joins forces with Ares, and the two 
decide to reopen the vortex to the 
alternate universe... 





PAUL ROBERT COYLE 
.... MARK BEESLEY 
First US transmission: 9th Feb 1998 


Writer 
Director 
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Salmoneus and Autolycus in Men in Pink 


014 Armageddon 
Now ll 

















Xena ..... .. LUCY LAWLESS 
Gabrielle . RENEE O'CONNOR 
Callisto HUDSON LEICK 
Ares KEVIN SMITH 


Hope. "AMY MORRISON 
Young Alcmen s+ KIM MICHALIS 
Darphus......... MATTHEW CHAMBERLAIN 














Arleia . LEE-JANE FOREMAN 
Pankos sess JIM MCLARTY 
Young Callisto . REBECCA KOPACKA 
Oronis GEOFF CLENDON 
King Quallus «+ JOHN DYBVIG 





While Hercules and his double are stuck in 
the Netherworld, lolaus travels back in Time 
to protect young Alcmene, But as events 
start to spiral out of control, Hercules sends 
lolaus a telepathic message.. 
Al t 







oduction of 








this me re. 
Writer PAUL ROBERT COYLE 
Director... .. MARK BEESLEY 





First US transmission: 16th Feb 1998 


B15 Yes Virginia, 
There is a Hercules 


BS Hollinsfoffer ROBERT TREBOR 









Paul R Coyle . MICHAEL HURST 
Jerry P Brown/Ares ... KEVIN SMITH 
Rob Tapert ..... BRUCE CAMPBELL 
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Eric Gruendemann . WILLY DE WIT 
Alex Kurtzman .. .. TED RAIMI 
David S Pollison/Strife......... JOEL TOBECK: 
Liz Friedman . .. HUDSON LEICK 
Beth Hymson ........ ... GINA TORRES 
Roberto Orci . PAUL GLOVER 
Johnny Pinto ..... . CHARLES MESURE 
Melissa Blake .. - LISA CHAPPELL 





After an earthquake shakes Los Angeles, 
Kevin Sorbo disappears. Unable to find a 
suitable replacement to play Hercules, the 
writers and producers get into a brawl. 
Then Ares and Strife appear and seem 
pleased at the pandemonium they have 
caused, But will Hercules turn up before 
the show is cancelled? 







ROBERTO ORCI & 
ALEX KURTZMAN 
CHRISTOPHER GRAVES, 
First US transmission: 23rd Feb 1998 


B16 Porkules 


. BRUCE CAMPBELL 
. LIDDY HOLLOWAY 
MEIGHAN DESMOND 
.. CHRIS GRAHAM 
KEVIN SMITH, 
. MURRAY KEANE 
.. JEFFREY THOMAS 
sesseeesseeee [AN WATKIN 


Autolycus 
Alcmene 

Discord .. 
Colchis 
Ares 















Jason . 
Butcher . 








When Discord turns Hercules into a pig, 
she sends the hunter Colchis after him, but 





































Autolycus and lolaus in Porkules 

the pig escapes. Hercules is then 
befriended by a female pig called Katherine, 
but the pair soon find themselves on the 
way to a slaughterhouse and it’s up to 
Autolycus and lolaus to rescue them. 











Writers ROBERTO ORCI & 
3 ere .. ALEX KURTZMAN 
Director... CHRISTOPHER GRAVES 


First US transmission: 16th Mar 1998 


017 One Fowl Day 


Aphrodite/Katherine 

ALEXANDRA TYDINGS 
. BRUCE CAMPBELL 
MICHAEL SACCENTE 
. KEVIN SMITH 
HANNAH COLLINS 
. STEVE WRIGHT 







Autolycus 
Barnabus. 
Ares 
Little Girl . 
Head Peasant .... 











Katherine the pig has fallen in love with 
Hercules and tells him of her desire to 
become Human. Aphrodite then turns 
Katherine into a woman in her own image, 
while Ares punishes Autolycus and lolaus 
for turning Discord into a chicken. 
N . 









Writers . . ADAM ARMUS & 
enciaain . NORMA KAY FOSTER 
Director MICHAEL HURST 


First US transmission: 23rd Mar 1998 








Di8 My Fair Cupcake 





















Alexandro . MARK RAFFETY 
Georgas .. . PATRICK SMITH 
Autolycus BRUCE CAMPBELL 
Flectus JASON TE KARE 
Cupcake LACEY KOHL 
Hippolyta . . ANGELA SHIRLEY 
Vitron .. sevseee HUNTLY ELIOTT 
Darsus.. .... WADE JACKSON 





Autolycus convinces his former girlfriend, 
Cupcake, that he wants to fix her up with 












Prince Alexandros at a royal ball. In truth, 
however, Autolycus has plans to steal the 
sapphire of Antioch from the Prince. 
Cupcake then inadvertently delays a war 
from breaking out between Carpathia and 
Antioch — but then the prime minister of 
Antioch stabs Prince Alexandros... 


W1iterss .........esceeceeseeesees GENE O'NEILL & 
és NOREEN TOBIN 
Director RICK JACOBSON 


First US transmission: 13th Apr 1998 





019 War Wounds 

















Nebula -GINA TORRES 
Iphicles KEVIN SMITH 
Ajax ..... . PETER MACCAULEY 
Kazon .. cesses WARREN CARL 
Boraxis . ANTONIO TE MAIOHA 
Phidias . BRUCE ALLPRESS. 


Hercules’s brother, King Iphicles of Corinth, 
was not with his wife when she died — he 
was out controlling rioting soldiers. For this 
he blames the veteren warriors led by Ajax 
and demands they leave Corinth without 
dedicating a statue. Hercules and lolaus, 
friends of Ajax, must then intervene when 
deadly battles break out. 











Writer PAUL ROBERT COYLE 
Director. . JOHN MAHAFFIE 
First US transmission: 20th Apr 1998 





D2D Twilight 


Alcmene ..... 
Young Hercules . 
Young Jason 
Young lolaus 


LIDDY HOLLOWAY 
see [AN BOHEN 
CHRIS CONRAD 
DEAN O’'GORMAN 














As Alcmene's life slips away, Hercules 
recalls the time when the Parthans invaded 
Caylan territory. Young Hercules, Jason 
and lolaus joined King Eteocles and fought 


a a. ee — 


bravely to repel the invaders, but the King 
was killed. And many more would die as 
Hercules and Jason faced the full horrors 
of war for the first time. 








Writers ..... sesseeevee ROBERTO ORCI & 
eadeeeinonea ALEX KURTZMAN 
Director . PHILLIP SGRICCIA, 


First US transmission: 27th Apr 1998 
























D21 Top God 


Young Hercules .... 
Zeus . 
Apollo 
Ariadne 
Young Jason .. 


settee: IAN BOHEN 
«ROY DOTRICE 
.. SCOTT MICHAELSON 
. CHARMAINE GUEST 
. CHRIS CONRAD. 














When Alcmene dies, Zeus asks Hercules 
to give up his mortality and return to 
Mount Olympus. But Hercules, still bitter 
toward his father, can’t decide, Hercules 
then recalls meeting Apollo, his half- 
brother, years ago when Zeus chastised 
his son, saying he was never destined for 
full godhood. It is this recollection that 
resolves Hercules’s indecision. 





Writer ................JERRY PATRICK BROWN 
Director... sesseee CHARLES SIEBERT 
First US transmission: 4th May 1998 








Zeus . 
Hera .. 


ROY DOTRICE 
MEG FOSTER 








Zeus finds the other gods are conspiring 
against him and then allows Hera to rip 
away his godhood in order to save 
Alcmene's spirit from eternal hell. 
Hercules then travels to the dark side of 
Olympus, where he must overcome 
Apollo and Hera in battle. 


.- JERRY PATRICK BROWN, 
: ALEX KURTZMAN & 
.. ROBERTO ORCI 
Director . .. CHARLES SIEBERT 
First US transmission: | 1th May 1998 
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After the Ball is Ove: 
Tipton .. 


The Xindi 
Anomaly 
Extinction 


a 


The Curse of Fenric (DVD) . 
Davros (CD) . 

Deadly Reunion (p/bk) 

He Jests at Scars (CD) 


Complete Series (DVD) 


star Trek 
Beyond the Final Frontier (p/bk) 
The Lost Era: Serpents Among the Ruins (p/bk) 


Season One (DVD) 


Spoiler Warning! 


We intend to review television episodes as soon aftei 
their first broadcast (usually US) as possible. As such, 
the reviews are liable to contain plot spoilers. Thes 
are usually contained within the plot synopsis whict 
is in bold, so if you wish to avoid finding out too)” 
much about the episodes before you see them, we 
_ Suggest you refrain from reading those sections. 

____ Episodes are coded by their season and episode ~ 
numbers, so Al is the first episode of Season One, 
_ E8is the eighth episode of Season Five etc. The date 
lowing episode titles is the first run transmission 
in the US, unless stated otherwise. 

Release dates and prices for merchandise are 


Ee : 
' Vee to change without prior warning, and while 
: y strive to provide you with the most up-to-date 
: nformation, we have no control over last minute 
& set Be i@ ‘ the schedule. 
be oe 
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Carnivale 


Season One 
HBO 
Reviewed by Nikki Baughan 


A2 After the Ball is Over 

(tx: 21 September 2003) 

At the end of Carnivale’s pilot 
episode we learnt that farm 
boy Ben was to stay with the 
performers as they continued 
on their tour, and also saw 
concrete proof of just what he 
could do as he healed the lame 
girl. The fact that he sucked the 
life right out of the bushes to 
do so, however, proves that his 
great gift will have even 
greater consequences. 

The bond 
between Ben and 
preacher Justin is 
revealed 
immediately at 
the start of the 
episode, with a 
_ cryptic dream 
sequence 
involving two 
men sharing a 
meal, from which 
the pair wake in a 
_ cold sweat. Their 
worlds are 
"seemingly 

heading for an almighty collision, 

but how they are connected — and 
why —is still anyone's guess. 

Ben is given his first job of 
cleaning out the baggage trailer 
and, in amongst the junk, he finds 

_ the same top hat and tails that one 
of men from his dream was 
wearing, and an old photo of his 
mother. This strange coincidence is 
made even odder when he is told 
that the baggage trailer does not 
exist — it is an old carnie joke. 

Meanwhile, Justin manages to 

procure a local bar as a church for 

his immigrant parishioners by 
means of a vivid and disturbing 
vision. It is made very clear that 

Ben is not the only one with a 

special gift, and that neither man, it 

seems, knows exactly what to do 

| with their power. Yet. 9 > 











Enterprise 


Season Three * UPNe Reviewed by Gareth Wigmore 


Trip is feeling a bit blue 


1 The indi 

(tx: 10 September 2003) 
After six weeks in the Delphic 
Expanse, Archer still urgently needs 
information on the Xindi and heads 
for a mining planet where he has 
heard that a member of the race 
may be living. Meanwhile, the 
presence of Enterprise in the 
Expanse has not gone unnoticed by 
the Xindi council. 

Let's get the trivial stuff out of 
the way first: the title sequence is 








“To seek out new life... and torture it for information” 





unchanged and the revamped 
theme, with its drum beat and lack of 
wailing electric guitars, is a bit less 
barnstorming. It's a better version of 
the song, no doubt, but it's not as 





considering that the show's central 
thrust has moved from ‘gentle Space 
exploration’ to ‘mission to save 
Humanity’. ‘Faith of the Heart’ has 
never seemed less appropriate. 


}W Bush. 





suitable for the images and lacks any 
gravitas, which is unfortunate 


TW ZONE ISSUE 169. 
6B 








Fortunately, the episode itself is 
about as good as Enterprise has 
ever got. The worst thing about 
it is the sub-plot in which Phlox 
pimps T'Pol and her massage 
skills on to Trip to try to cure the 
engineer's sleeplessness, which 
seems a somewhat desperate 
attempt to titillate the audience, 
but one that they probably won't 
mind too much. Much better are 
the Farscape-ish, steampunky 
visuals on the mining planet, 
which make the Expanse seem as 
though it'll take the show 
somewhere fresh. The Xindi also 
gives us our first look at the 
‘Space marines’ newly aboard, 
who look like they could open up 
the show in an interesting 
direction. 

The new season's mission 
statement is set out early, when 
Archer says, “We don't have the 
luxury of being safe or cautious any 
more". This is a war against terror 
and, like it or not, Archer is George 
W Bush. 8 





G2 Anomaly 

(tx: 17 September 2003) 

One of the Expanse's spatial 
anomalies knocks out much of 
Enterprise's power, leaving it 
vulnerable to a crippling raid on 
its supplies. One of the raiders is 
left behind and Archer 
interrogates him. 

A reassuringly strong episode, 
Anomaly is almost as good as The 
Xindi. Both share punchy direction 
and pacing, and benefit from 
unusually martial and exciting 
music for Star Trek — fewer strings, 
more drums and bleeping 
keyboards. They also feel special. 
The action of Anomaly could have 
happened in Enterprise's first two 
seasons, but thé message couldn't: 
it's about the ship's exploration of 
the Expanse and the desperation of 
its mission, pushing Archer into 
acting in a way that goes against all 
that Gene Roddenberry knew about 
Star Trek. 

This is more ‘war against terror’ 
stuff, obviously. Here, Archer needs 
information from a captive, so he 
tortures him — simple as that. The 
manner of the torture is reminiscent 
of a much more powerful scene in a 
recent episode of Firefly, but 
Anomaly seriously expands this 
new hard-ass, ‘by any means 
necessary’ captain. Imagine this 
continues: wouldn't it be cool if we 
found out that the reason Kirk, 
Picard and co never mentioned 
Archer was because Starfleet 
airbrushed him out of history, 
embarrassed by the old-fashioned, 


aggressive way the crew of the 
original Enterprise saved Earth from 
the Xindi? Well, it's just a thought. 

Do | hear someone mention 
Camp X-Ray and Guantanemo Bay? 
It's a shame Enterprise won't use 
its seemingly uncancellable status 
to say something more challenging, 
but at least it's acknowledging the 
Outside world. 8 


G3 Extinction 

(tx: 24 September 2003) 

A mutagenic virus transforms 
Archer, Malcolm and Hoshi into 
aliens. Phlox rushes to reverse 
the process with a cure based on 
T'Pol's immunity before the three 
are hunted down by another race 
Of aliens. 

Hold the front page: this 
episode was broadcast under the 
title Star Trek: Enterprise. It seems 
Very strange to make the change 
three episodes into a new season, 
but there we are. That behind-the- 
Scénes fact is the most notable 
thing about Extinction, which is 
Otherwise absolutely one of the 
Worst episodes of the series so far. 








% 


Its plot is awful, and the lack of 
imagination here is staggering. 





I could gripe about a hundred 
flaws or suggest a hundred 
improvements. Why go through 
the ridiculous set-up of T'Pol eating 
Trip's peaches (almost as bad as it 
sounds) to provide a DNA sample? 








Archer encounters a terrible fate — a recycled old plot. 


Wouldn't Vulcan skin shed on her 
bedclothes? Doesn't she comb her 
hair? Why not make Hoshi the 
central alien rather than Archer, and 
at least give the actress something 
to do? Why not use the virus as an 
excuse to transform her into an 
interesting character and somehow 
leave her aboard the ship to shake 
things up a bit? This could be any 
Star Trek, any time. It could be 
Voyager. Worse, it could be 
Space: 1999. And it was all going 
so well... 3 





However much you mutate, you'll still have a latex forehead. 
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AZ Tipton 

(tx: 28 September 2003) 
The Carnivale rolls into the 
dusty town of Tipton, bringing 
Ben along with it —- much to the 
suspicion of the other 
performers who have realized 
there is something very odd 
about the lad. Ben’s 
investigations lead him to Mrs 
Donovan, a dying woman who 
knew Scudder — the man in his 
visions. She also knows 
immediately that he has the 
gift and spells out the catch to 
him, and to us, in no uncertain 
terms: “There are rules. You 
give life, you gotta take it from 
somewhere else.” Miles away, 
Justin’s angry reaction to the 
councillor’s threat to close his 
new church down has a physical 
effect on one of the men. 

Ironically, Ben 
is used as a 
prop for the 
carnival’s fake 
healing show, 
but Mrs 
Donovan's 
refusal to let 
him heal her 
saves him from 
revealing his 
powers. Her 
last words tell 
Ben where 
Scudder went 
— Babylon — 
and so the 
carnival heads 
in that direction. The reaction of 
Jones when he learns where they 
are going tells us that they are in 
for a rough ride. 

Now, three episodes in, things 
are really getting interesting. It is 
obvious that Ben's gift is very real, 

| with very real consequences, and is 
not something that he can use 
lightly. It's also obvious that: 
Brother Justin shares a similar 
power, but despite his extreme 
religious vigour there is a sinister 
aura about him. Where there is 
Good there must be Evil, but it 
remains to be seen who is fighting 
for which corner. |0. 














Trouble is 


solitary confine 


N 


jot the best way to start your first day in the new job. 
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E1 Conviction 

(tx: 1 October 2003) 

Angel and friends are now in 
charge of the LA offices of a 
multi-dimensional corporation 
with evil clients and more than 
few evil employees. Can they 
remain incorruptible in the face 
of temptation? Will they find a 
way to stop a holocaust if 
someone they are reluctantly 
defending is jailed? Who has sent 
the amulet that arrives on 
Angel's desk? 

Conviction's opening scene 
mirrors the beginning of first 
episode City of.. and also /n The 
Dark (which was, of course, the last 
time Spike appeared in Angel's 
world). The hilarious sequences 
that follow concern the changing 
scenario of which Angel is now a 
part. Conviction sees the Al team a 
few weeks into their running of 
Wolfram & Hart. Angel, Fred, Gunn 
and Lorne are all, to various 
degrees, quite comfortable. Only 
Wesley, it seems, sees a downside 
to their new status. The 
‘pedaconferencing' aesthetic, 
patented by The West Wing, is 
used effectively in scenes detailing 
how things are always more 
complicated than they appear. This 
information is imparted by Eve, 


The perils of Wolfram & Hart: evil, corruption, and Paperwork 


Angel's new liaison to The Senior 
Partners. In case the audience 
wonders if this is a new show, there 
are references to Cordelia, Connor 
and Holland, a reappearance of 
Harmony (a somewhat bizarre 
choice as Angel's new secretary) 
and the beginnings of an 
exploration into Gunn's adventure in 
The White Room. The episode's 
highlights are, mostly, comedic: 
Angel's speed-dialer, for instance, 
whilst Wesley gets to display some 
irony concerning feng shui. Just to 
remind us that this /s Angel, there's 
an epic action sequence, lots of 
media referencing (Die Hard, The 
Godfather, JFK, Hanse/ & Grete/ 
and Towering Inferno) and a faux- 
naif allusion to a romantic avenue 
which is effectively closed before 
the viewer can get bored with it, Oh 
yes, and Spike appears at the end. 


dust Rewards 

(tx: 8 October 2003) 

A necromancer, upset that Angel- | 
initiated policies at Wolfram & 

Hart have denied him a steady 
supply of recently-deceased 
Corpses, intends to extract a price 
from Angel. His soul. Meanwhile, 
the fang gang have a new, and 
most unhappy, partner. 

Just Rewards opens with a 
flashback to the Buffy finale, and 
Spike's selfless act that saved the 
world, but killed /im7. Now, he's 
returned. As a ghost. “I must be in 
Hell," he notes. No, confirms Lorne, 
this is, actually, Los Angeles, “But a 
lot of people make that mistake.” 
Yeah, this is a funny episode. 

!f Conviction was a pilot for 
‘Angel Law’, then Just Rewards 
travels another route; ‘Angel and 
Spike (Deceased)' — Spike even 
alludes to himself as a “wise- 
Cracking ghost sidekick". The 

ickering between Boreanaz and 
Marsters is, inevitably, priceless and 


4 


the pair are given some dramatic 
moments amid a bunch of one- 
liners that threaten to turn them 
into the best TV double-act since 
Morecambe and Wise. The sitcom, 
buddy-cop, shenanigans of this 
oddest of odd couples, bound 
together by destiny, works just as 


Se 
Syndic 


Mercedes McNab's effortless 
abilities around a pithy quip are put 
to great use. In effect, she’s been 
given the former Cordelia role. 
Amid some-poetic dialogue, there 
ints of a developing 
relationship between Spike and 
Fred. With questions of atonement 


the best TVW double-act since 
Morecambe and Wise. 


well as the previous episode's 
evocation of monsters as a 
metaphor for corporate America. 

There are more serious 
elements, if you look hard: Gunn is 
really cool in his new, augmented, 
role whilst the addition of Harmony 
is a comedy masterstroke. 


| and fate, allusions to The Senior 


Partner's future plans for Angel and 
Spike's wish to be saved from Hell, 
Angel has effectively reformatted 
itself completely within two 
episodes and with some class. What 
comes next is probably worth 
sticking around for. 9 


‘I've got a parcel | want to return to sender. 
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Doctor Who: 
Davros 


Released by Big Finish 
£13.99 
Reviewed by Richard Atkinson 





There's usually a scene towards 
the end of Davros stories on TV, 
where the Doctor and Davros 
debate moral issues. Davros insists 
that he’s not as bad as all that; he 
just has a different way of looking 
at things. Then he sneakily nips off 
and exterminates a load of people 
just for a laugh. This is, broadly, the 
basis of the second instalment of 
Big Finish’s villains trilogy. 

Arnold Baynes (Who veteran 
Bernard Horsfall) is the CEO of 
interplanetary business success 
TAI. His wife (former Who 
companion Wendy Padbury), an 
historian, wants to write the 
definitive biography of Davros. 
Together, they decide to rescue 
him from the depths of space 
and... give him a job. 

Davros is both as evil (laughing as 
he massacres everyone in sight) 
and as comic (making tea for the 
Doctor) as ever. The sixth Doctor 
is definitely the best foil for such a 
larger-than-life villain, puncturing 
his melodramatic ranting. The 
story tries a little too hard to fill 
gaps in continuity and leaves quite 
a few plot threads dangling, but it 
is nevertheless a good action story 
in its own right with nuclear 
explosions, plots, counterplots and 
unlikely dinner invitations. | bet 
Davros is a messy eater. 8 











Doctor Who: Deadly Reunion 


By Terrance Dicks and Barry Letts, Released by BBC Books, £5.99, 


Reviewed by David Darlington 


To get the obvious gag out of the 
way right up front; if ever a title 
was asking for trouble... 
But the reunion of Barry Letts 
* and Terrance Dicks for what I'm 
sure is their first Doctor Who 



















writing collaboration isn't grim or 
painful in the least. Presented in 
two novella-length chunks — 
presumably, one from each writer — 


We can surely find it in 


be diverted by this cosy 


it's an undemanding and fun story 
of the Brigadier's twin encounters 
with the gods of Greek mythology. 
And thus, for the first half, isn't 
really a Doctor Who story at all, 
instead following the young 
Lethbridge-Stewart on 
a spy mission. 

It's quite agreeable 
sthat BBC Books have 
seen fit to celebrate 
the 40th anniversary 
of the show by 
presenting such a 
‘something for 
everyone’ story — that 
first half being 
something completely 
new and unexpected, 
where the second half 
follows more closely 
the Five Doctors 
template of, if it's not an overused 
word, "romp"; essentially, it's 
entertainingly predictable hokum 
about UNIT and the third Doctor 


‘hearts to 
arity. 











‘TERRANCE DICKS PAD BARRY LETTS 





investigating strange supernatural 
happenings up and down the length 
of Britain. It's the sort of amiable 
runaround which can be easily 
assimilated, and is completely 
acceptable around such times of 
special celebration. More so, 

perhaps, given the convoluted nature 
of both the Telos novellas and the 
BBC's literary eighth Doctor output 
at the moment, which similarly 
celebrate the show's diversity by 
continually seeking out new 
narratives, styles and subject matter. 
Confident that the franchise is still 
moving forward, we can surely find it 
in our hearts to be diverted by the 
cosy familiarity of Deadly Reunion for 
a couple of hours... 7 


Fireball XLS 


Released by Carlton, £39.99, Reviewed by David Miller 


Gerry Anderson's pioneering 

puppet series from 1964 can be seen 
as adirect forerunner of —~ 
Thunderbirds with its globewatching 
control centre, square-jawed 
American hero and space hardware, 





The real fun comes from the 


buckets of charm, and, technically, is 
surprisingly sophisticated. Even in 
black-and-white these are half-hour 
epics — packed with spectacle and 
‘filmed with a cinematic eye, with 
Barry Gray's music giving a big- 





imaginative and melodramatic aliens. 





but it's obviously a close cousin of 
the Dan Dare strips of the time. Forty 
years on, the pace seems sedate and 
rather talky, but Fireball still has 











screen vastness to the Outer Space 
vistas. (Effects man Derek Meddings 
later made gorgeous miniatures for 
the Bond movies.) 

On the downside, 
there is some alarming 
chauvinism (Lady 
doctor Venus is still 
expected to cook and 
make coffee) and the 
wretched pop song 
over the credits gives a 
horrifying idea of what 
the kids were listening 
to before The Beatles. 

The real fun comes 
from the imaginative 
and melodramatic 
aliens — the weird, 


plant-like Chlorophon, the baby- 
faced Lillispatians and the power- 
hungry Subterrains. In one of the 
best episodes, set on the platinum- 
rich planet of Platonia, reforming 
President Bizann is nearly done in 
by his duplicitous henchman, Volvo. 
Among other precursors, the 
voice-treatment used for Robert the 
Robot later became the 
unmistakable buzz of the 
Cybermen, and Fireball XL5 had a 
cantankerous Scots engineer years 
before the Enterprise. The episodes 
have never looked better than on 
this excellent DVD box set, the only 
misstep being the lack of 
commentaries and other extras 





featured on the US equivalent. 8 





Doctor Who: 


The Curse of Fenric 


Released by BBC Worldwide, £19.99, Reviewed by David Miller 


As broadcast in 1989, the Doctor 
Who story 7he Curse of Fenric was 
a mess. The script and shooting 
overran wildly, requiring scenes to 
be topped and tailed like green 
beans, ruining the all-important 
grammar of TV drama. Yet Fenric 
remains an important story for fans 


The Fenric DVD 





that came to the show in the 
1980s, as it forms a turning point in 
companion Ace's story, and catches 








the spirit of Doctor Who better 
than many of the stories of the 
series’ later years. 

The BBC's new Fenric DVD is a 
labour of love, featuring the 
original, as-broadcast version, but 
also boasting a far, far better 
movie-length re-edit of the story, 


ir of love, 
re-edit. 


adding 12 minutes of new material 
and some subtle digital effects. The 
new mix can't help the scenes of 
the Haemovores 
wandering about the 
countryside like a 
gang of pensioners 
lost on an outing, or 
Sylvester McCoy's 
abstract reading of 
some of the lines, but 
characters no longer 
jump from location to 
location, or appear in 
scenes without 
explanation. The 
sound is better, the 
picture is sharper and 
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The SYLVESTER McCOY Years 1987-8! 


the colours have been artfully 
regraded — which begs the 
question, why would anyone want 
to watch the original version now? 

Like all the recent Who DVDs, 
the extras are outstanding — here 
including a designers’ recce, 
interviews with writer lan Briggs 
and costume designer Ken Trew, a 
behind-the-scenes feature from 
children's TV show Take Two, and 
much more. The charming, but 
rather inconsequential commentary 
features Sylvester McCoy, Sophie 
Aldred and guest star Nicholas 
Parsons. A proposed technical 
commentary track unfortunately 
had to be dropped. 8 





star Trek: The Lost Era 
serpents Among the Ruins 


By David R George, Released by Pocket Books, £5.99, Reviewed by Tom Holt 


There may not be much life left in 
the old dog, but it's nice to see it 
sitting up and waggling a paw from 
time to time. Serpents Among the 
Ruins, by David R George, is by 
some margin the best Star Trek 




















Novel since The 34th Rule (1999; 
also, by some bizarre coincidence, 
written by David George). 

Set 18 years into the interval 








between Generations and TNG, 
Serpents shows us the Enterprise-B 
under the command of John 
Harriman, with Sulu's daughter 
Demora as his executive officer, as 
they deal with the infamous Tomed 
Incident. On this 
slender peg, George 
hangs a neatly-crafted 
cocktail of Romulan 
treachery, Klingon 
sabre-rattling and 
Starfleet low cunning, 
with several twists in 
its sinuous tail. 
George's narrative 
begins slowly but 
gathers pace about a 
third of the way in, as 
the plot-threads draw 
together like a snare 
and hustle us into a 
gripping endgame aboard a 
doomed Romulan warbird hurtling 
ever closer towards the edge of the 
Neutral Zone. 
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THE RUINS 








Building on Peter David's The 
Captain's Daughter, George has 
taken Alan Ruck's memorable 
cameo characterization of Harriman 
and expanded him into a thoroughly 
engaging and credible starship 
captain with a personality and 
command style very much his own. 

Free from most of the 
constraints of Trek's overcrowded 
canon, George is at liberty to create 
his own situations and characters, 
grown around such throwaway 
TNG references as Tomed and the 
Treaty of Algeron like pearls around 
specks of grit. This is what the New 
Frontier series could have been, if 
Paramount and Pocket Books had 
only had the vision. 9 








Boctor Who 
Unbound: He 
dests at Scars 


Released by Big Finish 
£9.99 
Reviewed by Richard Atkinson 





It's Doctor Who bingo time once 
more as this month's Unbound 
arrives packed full of continuity 
references for you all to tick off. If 
such things are not to your taste, 
this really isn’t for you. 

The Unbound format presents 
two options. Either you can shrug 
off continuity and tell a story that's 
completely different without 
worrying how to fit it into the 
series’ established history, or you 
can take your alternative Doctor 
and see how he interacts with the 
series’ mythology. If you're dealing 
with the Valeyard — an evil Doctor 
Who — the latter approach seems 
to make some sense. 

The Valeyard has defeated his 

| sixth incarnation and somehow 
‘possessed’ all of the Doctor's past 
and future incarnations. He then 
sets off to have some fun fiddling 
about with history, assisted by his 
hapless assistant Ellie. The sixth 
Doctor’s companion Mel, 





meanwhile, is sent on a mission by 


the Time Lords to sort things out. 
Michael Jayston does a fine job of 
getting his tongue around the 
Valeyard’s verbose dialogue, but 
the character is, disappointingly, a 


little more whimsical and frivolous ! 


than he was on TV. 

It's all very complicated, quite 
self-indulgent and a bit silly in 
places... but it’s also funny and 
shows a genuine affection for 

_ Doctor Who's larger than life 
| characters and concepts. 6 

















Beyond the 
Final Frontier 


By Mark Jones and Lance Parkin 
Released by Contender 

£16.99 

Reviewed by Anthony Brown 





C ]BEYOND THE FINAL| FRONTIER 
tas 


‘An Unauthored 
of the Tre’ Unive; 


Do we need another Star Trek 
episode guide? Well, need might be © 
over-stating it, but up-to-date 
guides that bring all the series 
together under a single cover are 
something of a rarity, so this is a 
useful addition to the shelves, 
However, in this age of videos, 

DVDs and endless satellite re- 

| screenings it’s worth asking 
whether we really need full plot 
synopses for such a massively 
documented and readily available 
series. Cast lists? Yes, so you can 
identify that familiar voice under 
the latex forehead. But the 

| synopses then make up a good half 

| of the remainder of each episode’s 

| entry, when they could have been 
cut down to a mere log-line, and 
the extra space given over to more 

background trivia and editorial 

_ comment. 

| The latter is the book’s strongest 
element, evoking the right balance 

| of ‘Spot on! and “You must be 
joking’ as you flick through it. As for 
the former, I've spotted about a 

| dozen (apparent) errors, all of them 

} trivial, and twice as many facts | 

| didn’t know, which puts the book 

| well ahead on points. It’s just a pity 

| that there's only room for a couple 


| of comments on each instalment... 6 


1 
| 





Monty Python’s Flying Circus: 


The Pythons’ Autobiography 


edited by Bob McCabe, Released by Orion, £30.00, Reviewed by Andrew Pixley 


And now for something 
completely... well, not completely 
different (which is a shame), but 
nevertheless beautifully presented, 


‘rather informative and most 


definitely entertaining. For a 
whacking great £30 you get a 
whacking great book with some 
truly fascinating illustrative material 
concerning the lives and work of 
the fabled sextet who comprise 
Monty Python, the members of 
which also tell their versions of the 
story of their success (with the late 
Graham Chapman represented by 
archival material and comments 
from his partner, David Sherlock). 

| don't envy Bob McCabe's task 
in editing this work together at all. 
Firstly, he has to try to make it 
different enough to Monty Python 
Speaks! to be attractive to the 
buyer, and secondly he has to 
assemble the non-chronological 
reminiscences of his subjects into a 
chronological flow. He just about 
succeeds on both counts, and is 
helped immensely by the wealth of 
visual material. There are some 
loose ends in there (the story of the 
original television series seems to 








peter out, eclipsed by Holy Grail), 
but the major strength is this 
fantastic jamming session of 
independent memories, all giving 
rather different perspectives and 
representations of the same key 
events. The extracts from the 
diaries of Michael Palin and Terry 
Jones are rather revealing, as are 
some of the camments from 
members of the team about people 




















Beautifully presented, informative 


and most definit 





they have worked 
with. All in all, the 
character of the 
Pythons shines 
through, and it is only 
ashame that other 
similar volumes have 
preceded this 
substantial work, thus 
preventing me from 
uttering the immortal 
line, “And Now For 
Something 
Completely 
Different”. 8 


aos. 



















ely entertaining. 





The Sweeney: 
Season One 


Released by Network, £39.99, Reviewed by David Brown 


The opening episode starts the 
series in gloriously seedy style. A 
hungover Regan, played by John 
Thaw, wakes up in bed next to his 
latest one-night stand, empty 
scotch bottle nearby, wearing a 
delightfully garish dressing gown. 
Regan and the other members of 
the Flying Squad lived life to the 
full and worked twice as hard to 
put the thieves, dealers and pimps 
behind bars for good. The 
Sweeney started every cop show 
cliché in the book. From speeding 
Ford Escorts to dodgy lock-up'-s in 
Tooting, from sideburns to funky 








Seventies soundtracks, from 
“Guvnor" to “Shut it!", Regan and 
his partner George Carter, played 
by Dennis Waterman, were the 
ultimate crime fighting force, the 
dynamic duo in anoraks. This box 
set gives the show the treatment it 
rightly deserves. 

The discs are full of extras. 
Running commentaries by stars 
Waterman, Garfield Morgan and 





The Sweeney started every cop 


others dig deep with 
an amusing array of 
anecdotes and 
recollections. Some 
episodes are 
introduced by the 
stars and there is also 
an informative 
documentary on 
restoring the show. 
An interesting 
addition is the 
previous shows 
Waterman and Thaw 
appeared in that 
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in the book. 
initially got them the roles. A rarely 
seen pilot of Thick as Thieves stars 
Thaw with Bob Hoskins as two 
dodgy criminals sharing a house 
and a wife, while an episode of 
Special Branch, directed by 
Sweeney regular Tom Clegg, Stand 
and Deliver, features Waterman as 
guest star. To round things off 
Harry South's much-loved theme 
has been remixed to Dolby 5.1 but 
the original mono mix is also 
available for aficionados as well as 
a music only track. They've done a 
top job, Guv! 6 























ANNOUNCEME 


CULT TV 2003 Current Guest List: 
Michael Hurst, Paul Darrow, Gareth 
Thomas, Sylvia Anderson, Nicholas 
Courtney, Shane Rimmer, Julie 
Stevens, Michael Sheard, Galton and 
Simpson. More news: 

www. Cult TV.org 





Michael Brandon, Glynis Barber, 
Shane Ritchie,-CS! and Buffy fans 
wanted for friendship. Contact Jan, 27 
Ladysmith Avenue, East Ham, London 
E6 3AP, England — Soon Please! 


Join the official Catweazle Fan Club 
visit www.catweazlefanclub.co.uk or 
01254 698263 - It's total Magic! 


PPS! Quarterly magazine, exclusive 
video interviews with television stars 
and free access to large private 
collections of video material. For 
details, SAE to 37(b) Elvenden Road, 
London N13 4SH 





TV ZONE 


For TV Zone # 170 please 
send adverts to arrive 
before 23rd October 
2003 and 20th November 
O3 for #171. 





CLASSIFIEDS 


CULT TV 2003 - Holiday Break. 10- 
“13 October, Weston-Super-Mare. 
Spend the weekend with people who 
appreciate the television you do! 
Details: RO. Box 1701, Peterborough 
PE7 1ER, e-mail enquiries@Cult.TV or 
phone 01733 205009. 


Xena/ Hercules Convention March 
2004, Bristol. Invited Guests: Wally 
Green, Paul Norell (Falafel), Irene 
Drake. Register online at 
www.kumara.org.uk 


Sex Goddesses! Fantasy Females! 
Celebrity Glamour poses! Cult 
television, Hammer, Sci-fi, 007, 
Comedy, male stars, westerns. 
Photolists + samples: £1 

|. Turner, 57 Bellasize, Gilberdyke, 
East Yorkshire HU15 2XT 
www.ictphotos.com 


Back Issues TV Zone 6, 7, 8, 11, 13- 
100. Specials 2, 3, 6 onwards. Also 
Fear Magazine 1-16. Any reasonable 
offers, call 01753 525134 


or in the US to: 









Doctor Who video collection for 
sale. Please send SAE to Nick Betts, 
65A Acacia Road, Leamington Spa, 
Warwickshire CV32 6EG 





Sheffield Space Centre 33 The 
Wicker, Sheffield $3 8HS. Tel: (0114) 
2758905. We stock a large selection 
of Science Fiction and Fantasy 
paperbacks; American comics, Star 
Trek material, Doctor Who material, 
etc. Open Monday-Friday 10am-5pm, 
Saturday 9.00am-5pm. Closed all day 
Sunday. Please send SAE for list. 


Consult the Oracle! TV/Movie 
research. Rapid, reasonably priced 
in-depth answers provided for 
your media questions from Oracle 
Media Research Associates. For 
more info e-mail: 
oracleresearch@blueyonder.co.uk 








For your classified advert simply fillin the form below (ora copy) and 
TV ZONE Classified Ads, Visual Imagination Limited, 9 Blades Court, Deodar Road, LONDG 


TV ZONE Classified Ads, Visual Imagination Limited, 
Credit Card payments may be sent by Fax to: 020 887: 
Further information can be obtained from the above addresses, 


The Man from UNCLE fanzine: 
“The Network". 24 pages, all Uncle 
features, art, stories. £2.95 each. 


Subscriptions available. Cheques to 
D. Ransom, 9 Common Road, 
Ightham, Sevenoaks, Kent 

TN15 9DY 


Mausoleum Club Publications now 
available. Exhaustively researched 
guides and essays on long — 
forgotten archive television. 
Information and other stuff online 
at www. the-mausoleum-club.org.uk 


UK Apezine Simian Scrolls #7 now 
out. Features on the Apes animated 
series and Austin Stoker interview. 
£2.00 John Roche, 18 Meyrick 
Street, Pembroke Dock, Pembs, 
Wales SA72 6UT 





Doctor Who New Adventures, 
Dying Days, So Vile a Sin. In Vision 
Pyramids of Mars, Season 16 
Overview. CMS, Romans, Dalek's 
Masterplan, all Troughton issues, 
Three Doctors. Early DWBs. Contact 
David Cessford, 71 Queen's Croft, 









PMB# 469, PO Box 6061, Sherman Oaks, California 91413, 
'5 1588 (US 818 980 1727) or e-mail to: adverts@ visimag.com 


Kelso Roxburghshire TD5 7NL 

































































































































































































































































lenclose a cheque (check) / PO payable to" 


‘Visual Imagination Limited! for the total cost 





or 

















emy| || 





Card Security Number 








[Tick the section shown above you wish your ad to appear in, ; 


Te : i 
APPEAR IN (cost shown is for 28 words): ‘ 
= - - FOR SALE : 
£16 (S24) : 
10 TT 12 WANTED | 
| £16 ($24) } 
14 15 16 NCES i 
. SERVICES i 
i Le | = non profit making £8 (S1 16 (82 } 
: 18 19 (20 | ae a 1 pee a 
' B | CONVENTIONS % ; 
is = oa <= =non profit making £8 ($12) : 
: J E | / | FANZINES | ; 
| [25 26 27 28 -non profit making £8 ($12), : 
B = Ey 1ST = = BASIC COST (FOR UP TO 28 WORDS) I i 
= Hi rs ae e |_| ADDITIONAL woRDS ers wae 750. (61.00) = 5 i 
j 37 | = ~ |39 (4 - zm 
f 98 | 39 | 40 BOXED CLASSIFIEDS Farber ofesnin i 
= ~ i a cost £14.00 ($21.00) per cm | | x £14 ($21) =| ; 
42 43 44 with a minimum of acm: eal | 
= i *f = The column width isis 49.5mm in all magazines except FILM REVIEW which is 47mm. i 





= 











Sub-total 














‘SPECIAL OFFER: 


Reach even more people by placing your advert in other Visual Ima 
igination publications, then for each 
Adaitional ttle your advert appears in you pay only half the original price. Please tek the appropriate box(es) 

















1 

















| CULT TIMES a | STARBURST 


B FILM REVIEW | XPOSE 





Te { uae (ast ans op bat of ar 
a 
Cardholder's name and initials (as they appear on the card) Gard expiry date. 
|e 


























Name of the Bank that issued the card 


Signature 











[Please quote ‘Separately the billing address of the card if different from the correspondence address 








Name: .... 





| Postcode / Zipcode: 





Tel 















NB! This address above ls for olfica use only and will nol b 








SHIVERS 


NUMBER OF ADDITIONAL MAGAZINES 


BOX NUMBERS are available at a cost of £8.00 (812,00) 


Lt 
FOR FOREIGN PUBLICATIONS WE WILL TRANSLATE YOUR AD FOR YOU. 


x Sub-total x 60% = 


XPOSE (French - Monthly) i 


STARBURST + XPOSE 
(German - Alternate Months) 





| 


‘Sub-total, 





Ifyou wish to run your advertisement for 3 months 
or more then state the number of months in this box 
and you will save 5% OR 

Ifyou wish to run your advertisement for 6 months 
or more then state the number of months in this box 
and you will save 10%. 


ass 
a | x Sub-total x 5% = 


Pe") x Sub-total x 10% = 
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rama The Lyon's Den, 
K Turner, a maverick attorney who 
working for a small pro-bono law 
clinic in Washington DC, is 

m™ approached by the established law 
firm Lyon, LaCrosse and Levine, with an 
offer to replace their managing partner, 
Dan Barrington, who has committed 
suicide. Turner reluctantly agrees, only to 
discover that he's surrounded by associates 
whose motives and alliances are 
questionable. 

“| am always fascinated with the idea of 
having an ongoing journey,” says creator 
and Executive Producer, Remi Aubuchon, of 
the conspiracy that permeates the series. “I 
think Jack is on a journey. This particular 
incident that's occurred with his mentor, 
Dan Barrington, dying under mysterious 
circumstances is something that hopefully 
will be resolved in this first season, but that 
doesn't end the journey that Jack is on. But, 
at the same time, | feel it's really important 








to have close-ended legal stories, because | 
get crazy if | feel like | am tuning into a 
show and I/have no idea what's going on. 
And | think we've found a really great 
balance here." 

Rob Lowe, who portrayed Sam Seaborn 
in NBC's Emmy Award-winning drama The 
West Wing, insists when he left that series 
he didn’t have the role of Jack Turner 
waiting for him in the wings. "I had no idea 
what I wanted to do next. When | 
announced that | was leaving the show, 
Various people came to me and pitched me 
shows, one of the first of which was Remi 
Aubuchon." The producer laughs as he 
recalls their first clandestine meeting. "| 
came onto The West Wing set, and | kept 
getting shuttled around from one place to 
another to make sure that nobody knew | 
was actually there.” 

Lowe continues the tale of deception, “I 
was like, ‘I think Aaron [Sorkin, the creator 
of The West Wing] is on the set. Come on, 
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n the closet.’ We discussed the possibility 
of doing this show. Remithen went out and 
wrote an amazing script and, at that point, 
NBC and | committed to doing it.” 

The actor admits that he felt like he had 
“a lot of unfinished business on The West 
Wing. | felt that there were things that | 
didn't get accomplished, and in this show | 
get to deal with some of those themes that | 
love. As an actor, | just want to be involved 
in stories with some teeth. With The West 
Wing it was never about screen time for me. 
| just found Sam was having less and less to 
do with the stories on that show that were 
really important. And every week on this 
show, I'm going to be involved in a story 
with some real heft to it.” 

With such a devious cast of characters, 
will Jack be the only upright citizen in the 
series? “Everybody has a secret," confesses 
Aubuchon, “and | don't think Jack Turner is 
any different than the rest of them. When 
that secret is revealed, | don't know." 48a 














ecently voted the UK's greatest TV character of all time, Homer 
ts Simpson and other popular characters from the hit animated show 

The Simpsons have been brought to life... with some amazing 
hidden features! 

To the untrained eye, the 6-inch figure of Homer is just that, however, if 
you take him apart (temporarily of course) he becomes useful for once in his 
life... by turning into a bottle opener. As for Springfield's most beloved 
entertainer Krusty the Clown, pull off his head and he becomes a corkscrew, 
while Barney the loveable town drunk turns into a bottle opener. Mr Burns, 
the character everyone loves to hate, becomes a foil cutter and finally there’s 
Grampa, who acts as a bottle stopper. 

These fantastic new products have an RRP of £10 each and are available in 
Argos, The Gadget Shop and other retail outlets. We have 20 (yes, count 
them — 20) full sets to give away (RRP £1,000). For a chance to win, just 
answer this simple question correctly... 


Where do Homer and 
Barney spend their quality 
drinking time? 


Answers on a beermat (actually a postcard will suffice) to 
‘Mmm... Barware’, TV Zone, PO Box 371, LONDON, SW1I4 8jL. We must 
receive your entry before November | 3th. Please do not send in multiple 
entries that you have cunningly tried to disguise by writing with your foot. 
We are prepared to release the hounds if need be. 

































































‘This competition is only avalible to readers in the UK. This is joint promotion run by Visual Imagination Ltd and Unique Concepts. 
‘Standard Visual Imagination rules apply ~ send an SAE to the editorial address for deta. 











season on BBCtv this autumn, EMI/Virgin TV is gearing up to 
release the hotly anticipated Buffy The Vampire Slayer: Radio 
Sunnydale — Music from the TV Series, 23 classic tracks (including one as 
a CD-Rom element) that have appeared on the cult show. 

We have 10 copies of the CD to give away, but that’s not all... we also have 
10 great Buffy posters signed by the series creator, Joss Whedon up for grabs. 
For a chance to win, just answer this simple question correctly... 


Name the all-singing 
all-dancing musical 
episode from Season Six. 


Answers on a lifesize cardboard cut-out of Willow to 
‘Fangs for the music’, TV Zone, PO Box 371, LONDON, SW14 8jL. 
We must receive your entry before November 13th. Please refrain from 


sending in multiple entries. 


‘This competition is only avaliable to readers inthe UK. This i joint promotion run by Visual Imagination Led and Virgin. 
Standard Visual Imagination rules apply ~ send an SAE to the editorial adress fr deta 


Buffy GBs and Signed Photos! 


TW ZONE ISSUE 169 
so 


A: Buffy returns to UK terrestrial screens for the 7th (and final) 

























Grant Wheelwright By e-mail 
| felt that I just had to write after 
just watching the pilot episode of 
Dead Like Me on Sky One. What a 
refreshingly wacky and different 
series, | have to say some moments 
in the show made me laugh out 
quite loud, the bizarre ‘frog and 
toad’ opening scene being one. 

The lead character of George is 
an odd but likeable one and the 
supporting characters all really 
work well in their own way also. 
Sadly though | hate to say it but 
usually when a new and different 
show like this comes along it 
usually only lasts one season and 
then disappears altogether. | hope 
I'm wrong though as this is a show 
that | think could really go far as 
long as it manages to keep up the 
balance of humour and seriousness 
that was handled so well in this first 
episode. The closing scenes with 
George realizing that she has to 
take the soul of the little girl Kirsty 
after the train crash were very 
touching and Well handled. 

PS: Any more news on the new 
Universal Quantum Leap series 
that was reported a couple of 
months ago? 








Omission! 





Don E Eaglehouse Latrobe, PA 
How can Gareth Wigmore have a 
discussion on great ensemble casts 
on a TV Show in Deep Thought 
(TV Zone #156) without ever 
mentioning Farscape? The 
characters in Farscape made that 
show and TV today has not come 
close to matching its character 
development! “Premature death of 





The Farscape ensemble 


Send your letters to: 


TV Zone Letters, PO Box 371, London, SW14 SJL 
Fax: 020 8875 1588 e-mail: tvzone@visimag.com 

















Josh Whedon's Firefly so utterly 
criminal"? Then what on do you 
call the cancelling of the fifth 
season contract of Farscape by the 
Sci-Fi Channel? Gareth's whole 
discussion lacks credibility in my 
opinion because of the blatant 
omission of Farscape! | will now 





have to re-think continuing my 





subscription to 7V Zone if you 
continue to have such short 
memories. 





Kevin Millyard 

Whitton 

Now that it seems the use of Star 
Trek is necessary to secure the 
popularity of Enterprise, maybe 
the next show to be spawned from 
the legacy of Kirk and co would 
benefit from a link to a new 
franchise. If so may | make the 
following suggestions? 

‘Star Trek: CSI' - actually quite 
an interesting idea. 

‘The Klingons at Number 42' - 
Young S'njihv hosts a chat show 
from his front room in downtown 
Qu'onos City. 

‘Starfleet: Academy’ — a team 
of young hopefuls are filmed 
undergoing rigorous training and 
once a week have to brave the 
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The Moderately Disgruntled Reapers will be back for a second run 


chance of being voted out by the 
audience. The winner gets to be 
Captain in the next franchise. 

‘Playaway Team’ — every week a 
specially picked team of Star Fleet 
entertainers are beamed down to 
amuse various alien children. 

‘Borg ‘n’ Hunt! — two teams of 
drones are given £200 and one hour 
to hunt round an antiques fair and 
assimilate as many experts as possible. 

‘Ferengi Fortunes’ — two teams 
compete to win the largest amount 
of gold pressed latinum. 

‘Star Trek: Jurassic Planet’ — 
Dinosaurs stalk our team of the far 


future while they try to clone copies 


of Kirk's crew to film a new series. 
‘Never Mind the Betazoids' — 
popular quiz hosted by Neelix, with 
regular team captains Worf and Morn. 
You never know, they could 
work... 





Matt Gaynor 


By e-mail 
And we all thought the speculation 
over the title of the latest Star Trek 
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Baoctor Who 


Does life begin at forty for a Time Lord. 
It begins to look that way, as one 
version of the ninth Doctor comes to 
BBCi in the form of Richard E Grant, 
and the speculation mounts about 
another... the star of BBCI’s planned 
new series. 

Plus: 

The dark days of the 1980s recalled, as 
one Doctor is dropped and another 
fights for survival, and all the 
anniversary merchandise reviewed! 


Porridge 

Fletch is going straight, and Godber is 
getting married in the rarely seen 
follow-up to the show. 


Plus: 
Deep Thought, Retro, news, reviews, 
competitions and some other surprises! 


TW Zone issue 4170 
On sale 13th November 


2003 
Only £3.50 from WH Smith and all good 
newsagents. Order your copy now! 
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series was over didn't we? Season 
Three kicked off under the usual 
name, albeit accompanied by one 
of the worst revamps of a theme 
tune I've ever heard. But tonight, 
over the opening titles of 
Extinction, we were graced with 
the all-new moniker of Star Trek: 
Enterprise. Funny time to change it 
really, three episodes into the new 
season and all, but there you go! 
After the first two episodes we 
thought they'd improved the series 
and kept the name the same... 
After the third episode of the 
season, both of those assumptions 
have been proved wrong... 


DVD grumbles 


Paul S Sangha By e-mail 
| recently received this reply from 
Revelation Films with regard to 
their Terrahawks DVD releases: 
‘In answer to your query | can 
confirm that the interviews we 
filmed will only be available in the 
special box set, due for release in 
November. However, the next box 
set — containing episodes seven, 
eight and nine — will contain 
transcribed interviews with the 
actors. Hopefully, this way the 
interviews will be available to the 
widest sections of our audience. 
We are trying to give people as 


The Dukes have a fan... 


hey're going to have to change that sign... 











many choices as possible as to 
which version of Terrahawks they 
would prefer, although | do 
understand the point you raise. 

‘The special box set will contain 
other things, apart from the actors’ 
live interviews. Included will also be a 
booklet about the series, while the 
box itself will be shaped like one of 
Zelda's evil cubes, designed from the 
original Anderson Burr blueprints.’ 

| don't know about anyone else 
but | am getting sick and tired of 
companies releasing DVDs only to 
then re-release them in a different 
format, often with more extras and at 
a cheaper price. Its a kick in the teeth 
to those of us who create the demand 
in the first place by buying the DVDs 
as and when they are released. 

With regard to the Terrahawks 
release, | am left with the option of 
waiting for the cube box set to 
access the extras at an extra cost to 
myself having previously bought 
the first two collectors’ box sets, or 
to just buy the third box set and 
miss out on the extras to avoid 
being out of pocket. 

| hear that The Next 
Generation is being re-released as 
a mega box set, possibly with more 
extras. All we need now is for the 
BBC to re-release the likes of Red 
Dwarf as a mega box set with 
more extras but at cheaper price. 
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Disappointing Anyel 


Andrew Stewart Swanwick 
As | can only get terrestrial TV, and 
because the wife doesn't watch the 
“American rubbish" | watch | have 
to tape everything and watch it 
when | can, usually when she’s 
watching her EastEnders (or as | 
put it, her “soap rubbish"). 

Anyway I've just watched the last 
Dark Angel and | can honestly say | 
won't miss it. The first season was 
original, gritty and kept coming back 
for more. Season Two started OK but 
soon fell into the usual trap of too 
many characters and not enough 
story. They lost the continuity of 
suspense from one episode to 
another and to be honest it got quite 
boring. They didn’t even leave the 
show with a great cliff-hanger, giving 
me the impression that they knew it 
was going to be pulled and wanted 
to leave it open for a TV movie. 

| hope that if this happens they 
get back to the grittiness of the first 
season or it will just be another 
boring continuation of the second. 
Some programmes are scrapped way 
too early but Dark Angel deserved 
its fate, unlike Prey (Debra Messing 
prior to the nose job for Will and 
Grace), and even VR.5 (anyone 
remember that?), that deserved 
another season (if not at least one TV 
movie to finish them off properly, like 
Alien Nation). But that's TV studios 
for you... 


More moonshi 


Neal Clover London 
Are there going to be any more 
video or DVD releases of The 
Dukes of Hazzard? | already own 
the video box set and the two 
volumes on DVD, but | want more. 
I'm getting to the stage where | 
keep thinking I'm gong to wear the 
episodes out! 

With a classic show likes The 
Dukes of Hazzard there must be 
some children out there who don't 
even know what the General Lee is. 
But it makes me laugh every time | 
watch it, and feel there should be 
more rleases. Or maybe the BBC 
could repeat it on Saturday night? 
If it was up to me the Saturday 
night television schedule would run 
Doctor Who, The Dukes of 
Hazzard, The Generation Game, 
film, Match of the Day. Much 
better than the Saturday night 
viewing we get these days... 


Well, the last DVD volume of The 
Dukes of Hazzard came out in 
August and there’s no more 
scheduled this year... but we reckon 
the DVD company is waiting to see 
how they sell before slotting in 
more discs next year. As for that 
schedule... are you sure The 
Generation Game's a good idea? It 
might be the Jim Davidson 
version... The horror, the horror... 


Film Review 
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2 * The World’s Longest-Running Cult Television Magazine! 
, What's new in Cult television! What's old in Cult television! 
Keep up-to-date with ’the latest information in TV Zone 
the acclaimed magazine of Cult television. 
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